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DVERTISING has a much more important place 

in everyday life than we realize. Consider what 
it would mean if you never were notified of new 
and good ways of meeting your material needs. 


®. 
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God’s Masterpiece 
By W. M. Czamanske 


HE crimson glow of the sunset, 
The blue of the vaulting skies, 
The green of the pleasant pastures 
Refresh my weary eyes. 


Yet scarlet dress of the poppies, 
The stars of a wmter’s night, 
Are not one half so gorgeous 
As when God paints in white. 


The white of the ransomed sinner, ) 
Where grace and mercy shine, 

Is the masterpiece of beauty, 

The miracle divine. 





An Index to the contents of The Sunday School 
Times for 1923, both general and classified by depart- 
ments, by titles, and by-authors, giving also titles and 
authors of books noticed, may be ordered from The 


Sunday School Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, 
Phiiadelphia, for 15 cents a me. 


; & 
; When a Lost Minister is Saved 


God would use us to save professing Christians. 

Do we really know how to lead a lost soul to Christ? 
Do we ourselves really know Christ? .If we “know 
him, and the power of his resurrection,” then he can 
use us to cause others to know him and have eternal 
life. A businéss man of the Middle West, a reader 
and warm friend of The Sunday School Times who 

- has given himself unreservedly to the Lord, is con- 
tinually asking God to use him to save others. In a 
recent letter he wrote to the Editor: “A few days ago 
a- minister came into my office, having driven thirty 
miles from the country, and said: ‘I am in deep dark- 
ness; Iam a lost soul; and I want to be saved, but I 
do not know how, though I have been preaching for 
years. Will you show me the way of peace?’ I had 
ine the joy of taking-him through the story of Calvary 
and leading him to a personal faith in a personal Sav- 
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iour. How blessedly the Holy Spirit works in bring- 
ing the seeking Saviour together with the seeking sin- 
ner.” Do lost sinners, lost ministers, lost ‘“Chris- 
tians,” seek us out because they are sure that we can 
share with them the Saviour for whom they hunger? 


we z 
Enough for Both 


God’s enough is always more than enough. When, 
by surrender and faith and obedience, we really open 
our lives to him, he pledges himself to “pour you 
out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough 
to receive it” (Mal. 3:10). For when God has his 
right of way in our lives, he works in grace; and God’s 
grace is a “much more” matter, always giving us so 
much more than we deserve or than we can use for 
ourselves that we have enough to share with others. 
It is “good measure, pressed down, and shaken to- 
gether, and running over.” That is the way God gives 
us “enough.” A veteran pastor said at one of the 
meetings of the Victorious Life Conference held in 
Philadelphia in January: “Christ is enough for me, 
and he was enough for the Devil that was after me.” 
This “enough” of Christ means, as always, more 
than enough. It is because the Captain of our sal- 
vation, our Lord Jesus Christ, is always more than 
enough for Satan — when we leave the fight entirely 
to the Lord—that He makes us “more than con- 
querors through Him that loved us.” 


Are All Races Deteriorating ? 


i Ia mankind maging up, or down? A remarkable 
reply to this question has just been made by one of 
the leading evolutionists of the world. In the World’s 
Work of January is a news article reporting recent 
researches and comments of Professor Henry Fair- 
field Osborn, of Columbia University, the American 
Museum of Natural History, and a member of in- 
numerable scientific societies in many countries. Dr. 
Osborn is just now discussing the finds of the Third 
Asiatic Expedition, under Roy Chapman. Andrews, 
sent out by the American Museum, He believes that 
the next Asiatic expedition will find “somewhere in 
the dusty strata of the Mongolian plateau .. . the 


Fundamental and Immovable 
A Call to the Faith, by Mark A. Matthews, D.D. 


that are fundamental, therefore immovable. 
Apply this doctrine to the present controversy 
and you will be very much heartened. 


First. The Church is of Christ, by Christ, foe 
Christ, in Christ, and will dwell with him foréver in 
the New Jerusalem. She is his body and is of super- 
natural origin. Christ is God and the Triune God 
abides in the Church; therefore, the Church is or- 
thodox. Her eternal status is that of orthodoxy. 
These are plain, supernatural, immovable facts. Re- 
member that the status quo of the Church is ortho- 
doxy. = that state is as fixed and immovable as God 

imself. 


Second. The fundamental, immovable facts to which 
I refer and which constitute the Church’s orthodoxy 
are, The Sovereign God, who created all things, — the 
First Person of the Trinity; Jesus Christ his Son, 
born of the Virgin Mary, the Second Person of the 
Trinity; the Holy Spirit, the Comforter, who is t 
Third Person of the Trinity; the Bible, God’s infal- 
lible Word, because from him and his supernatural 


Dr. Mark A. Matthews, as is well known, is pastor of 
the largest Presbyterian Church in America (the First 
Présbyterian Church_of Seattle, Wash.) and is a former 
Moderator of the (Northern) Presbyterian General As- 
sembly. The Sunday School Times recently asked him to 
write a messagé for this paper telling what conservative 
Christians ought to do as they -face the situation and 
crisis that is confronting all denominations to-day. Dr. 
Matthews’ ringing reply is given in the accompanying 
article. - 


"Tes are certain principles, laws; and rules 
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fossilized skeleton of an ancient man who in life w 

a ‘bipedal, upstanding, tool-using, intelligent being.‘ 
Speaking on this subject last autumn in Peking, Dj 
Osborn made the following surprising statements' 
“England has deteriorated racially, and so has Ger: 
many... . In Eastern America, too, the original New 
England stock is dying out ... and, in the opinion of 
Doctor Ting, China is not much better off. . . .' 
Racial deterioration appears to prevail throughout the ~ 
world —no wonder men become pessimistic. And yet, 
I am an optimist.” This is like the famous statement 
of the great evolutionist Bateson, of England, when 
he frankly declared that every. supposed scientific 
proof of evolution had collapsed, but of_course he 
still believed in evolution. Eugenics, says Dr. Osborn, 
will help to solve the problem and lift mankind up. 
How futile this folly of unbelieving men of “science” 
is seen to be, blinded as they are by their rejection of 
the Word and of the wisdom of God. The fall of 
man, God says, is the reason for the deterioration of 
the race. The Saviour of men, Christ Jesus, is the 
only way of recovering. 


<— 
Love Which Passeth Knowledge 


. Love depends on the one who does the loving, 
not on the one who is loved. That is why there is 
no perfect lové except in God, and in those in whom 
he dwells in his fulness. “Herein is love, not that 
we loved God, but that he loved us.” The infinite 
perfection of God’s Igve was manifested in his giving 
‘his only Son to die for us. This “love of Christ” is 
a love “which passeth knowledge,” Some one has 
written concerning it: “Nothing can ever staunch, 
nothing exhaust, nothing intercept it! It will not let . 
us go. It does not depend on our reciprocation or re- 
sponse. It is not our love that holds God, but God’s 
that holds us. Not our love to him, but his to us. And 
since nothing can separate us from the love of God, 
he will go on loving us for ever.” This is the love 
that “never faileth”; it never comes to an end, but 
continues unbroken and undefeatable eternally. The 
miracle of God’s grace in us is that we may have for 
others the love that God has for us. For “if we love 
one another, God dwelleth in us, and his love i 


: — iS pere 
fected in us. . .. Herein is our love made perfect.” 


revelation to man; Christ’s vicarious, substitutionary. 
death, and his resurrection, ascension, and his pres- 
ent mediatorial work at the right hand of God; sal- 
vation by grace, justification by faith, which is the 
gift of God. 

These are the immovable facts of the Church. She 
was brought into’ existence by them. They are her 
life. They constitute. her eternal, everlasting, im- 
movable state. They are her fixed, constitutional, 
eternal status. They are not subject to change in any 
degree. They are supernatural. They are not subject 
to interpretations by the wunregenerated nor by the 
directed agents of Satan. The existence of the Eter- 
nal Sovereign God does not present a problem of in- 
terpretation, but the law of obedience. When you say 
God, there comes into operation the eternal, immov- 
able ouGHT. You ought to obey, reverence, love, and 
worship ‘him forever. The status of the Church is 
as orthodox, as fixed, as immovable, and as eternal. 
No one questions it except unborn-again Satanized 
rationalists. © 


Third. In the nature of things the present -attack 
on the Church is as old as Lucifer. He rebelled against 

od and was thrown out of Heaven. So ought his 
agents to be thrown out of the Church. Satan con- 
tinued the attack on God when he deceived our first 
parents, when “he assaulted Christ in the temptation, 
when he directed the conspirators and Judas, 
when he organized the conspiracy against the empty 
tomb and bribed the watchers to say that Christ’s 
body was stolen. Satan is to-day directing the con- 
spiracy and work of the rationalists against ortho- 
doxy, Christ, and the peace and progress of his 
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Church. He will continue this attack on @hrist, and 
on the authority and infaliibility of the Bible, until he 
is first chained and finally cast into the everlasting 
lake of fire and brimstone. His status, work, and 
program are evident, and shall end in Hell, into which 
place the beast and the false prophet, teachers, and 
seducers shall be cast. These are facts. Only the 
fool denies facts. ' 


Fourth. It is a fact that the present controversy 
and attack on the peace of the Church was not and 
could not have been started by the orthodox Church — 
the orthodox forces in Christendom. As Christ said, 


“The Master of the house is not going to attack his . 


own domicile, neither will he destroy the peace and 
harmony of his own family. He is not going to rob 
his own children.” Then the attack had to be made 
by the enemy, the outsider, the thief and the robber. 
So the present controversy was started, and had to 
be started, by the enemies of Christ, those who deny 
his deity and the vicariousness of his death, and the 
absolute necessity of his virgin birth and his resurrec- 
tion. The peace of the Church if ever disturbed had 
to be disturbed by the Satan-directed rationalists. 
These are fixed facts, and are foretold in God's infal- 
lible Word. 

We should admit these facts, brand these disturbers 
of the peace and progress of the Church, and, if they 
will not take their noise-producing jazz band and leave 
the boundaries of the visible Church organization, then 
they should be driven out as trespassers and dis- 
turbers of the peace and quiet of God's ordained 
household. As they continue their nerve-racking, 
heretieal, jazz-dance, golden calf-circling music, they 
claim the license of private misinterpretation of the 
eternal facts of salvation. If their scholarship equaled 
their unfounded claims they would. know that the 
phrase, “The right of private interpretation,” meant 
the right to unchain the Bible, take it out of the hands 
of a defiled, beastly, Godless. priesthood, and hand it 
to each person to be read, studied, and enjoyed by him 
privately without the dictation, domination and commer- 
cialized misconstruction of Rome. No one has the 
right, nor has any one ever had the right, to deny the 
virgin birth, the vicarious, substitutionary death of 
Christ, his resurrection, or the authority and infal- 
libility of the Bible. 

These facts have been certified to by Almighty God, 
Christ, and the Holy Spirit. Who dares charge God 
with lying? It has all been reduced to two questions: 
Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and be saved; or, Be- 
lieve not and be lost. It is not a question of inter- 
pretation. It is a question of belief and your duty to 
believe on Christ, Very God of Very God, the eternal 
Son of God. No regenerated person can deny these 
facts, because he knows experimentally. You can not 
compromise these facts. You can not half believe. 
You can not believe that Christ is half God. You 
are for Christ the Son of God, or you are against 
him. There is no middle or neutral ground. It is 
folly to talk about the master of the house and the 
thief and robber dwelling together in peace under the 
same roof. It is the climax of insanity to ask the wife 
and the harlot to live peaceably together and rule 
the same house jointly and share the love of the same 
husband in tranquillity. 

The thief must go, the robber must go, the harlot 
must go, the rationalist must go, before we have peace, 
quiet, and progress in the work of our Lord and Sav- 
iour Jesus Christ. Remember, the status quo of the 
Church is orthodox, and that can not be changed. 
Therefore, the fundamental principles. will not be 
changed nor will the evangelical, born-again, orthodox 
pom ever leave the Church, nor will they surrender 

er to the trespassers, nor will they ever cease to de- 
fend the faith delivered once for all to the saints. 

- The faith delivered to the saints constitutes the great- 

est, highest, and most sacred trust ever delivered to 
Christians. It can not be administered by any other 
class of persons. No one who denies the virgin birth 
or the deity of Christ should be allowed to sit in any 
administrative capacity involving the spending of the 
money of true evangelical Christians; Christ sent his 
redeemed disciples into the world to evangelize it, 
not to rationalise it. Born-again persons are ordained 
to evangelize the world. The enemies of Christ seem 
determined to rationalize all mankind. They have made 
a miserable mess and failure up to date, but that does 
not stop them, because they are directed by Satan to 
attack Christ by attacking his body, the Church. 
Their doctrines produced the war, and the present 
wave of rebellion and lawlessness. They have. pro- 
duced all the cults which are to-day attacking Christ 
and the Bible, such as Christian Science, so-called 
(which ought to be called Eddyism), Spiritism, The- 
osophy, Russellism, Bahaism, and all the other isms 
unworthy of recognition or the respect of intelligent, 
self-respecting Christians. These are just the little 
demoniac lights revolving like satellites around the 
Satanic orb of Rationalism. 


Fifth. If one had the right to make his own self- 
constituted interpretation he would not have the right 
to change or misconstrue or misinterpret the creed he 
had sworn to accept, believe, teach, and preach. When 
one takes that oath he is bound by its plain letter and 
terms. If he says he took it with a mental reserva- 
tion, then he is a perjurer, and is so condemned. His 
only right, if he doubts, is to resign and leave for the 
haunts of the rationalistic enemies of Christ. 
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Sixth, These immovable, ‘fundamental facts present 
two plain lines of duty: 

1. Preach the Gospel of God, the blood of Jesus 
Christ, incessantly, and only the blood of Jesus Christ, 
as the only means of salvation. , 

2. Hold fast to the Church and all her departments, 
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machinery, and work. Defend the faith delivered to 
the saints once for all. Drive out the rationalistic 
enemies of Christ and begin a revival of orthodox 
doctrinal preaching in every Church in America. Thus 
you will maintain the fundamental, immovable, status 
quo of the Church. 





Another Attack on General Feng 


I am enclosing an article printed. by the Milwaukee 
Sentinel as a wire from the. New York Times, concern- 
ing General Feng of China, and charging actions that 
were not Christian. I should like to know what you have 
on the subject. I have just been reading in the Moody 
Magazine that the General had invited George T. B. 
Davis to spend some time with his army. I shall ap- 
preciate any information you can give me—A Wis- 
consin Rtader. 


The newspaper article in question bore the headline, 
“General Feng, Pillar of Christianity, Shows Chinese 
Contempt for U. S.,” and was in part as follows: 

Peking.—A disagreeable incident, highly instructive 
of the declining respect for foreign rights character- 
istic of Chinese officialdom, occurred Friday night 
when. the Christian general, Feng Yu Hsiang, entered 
the Legation Quarter of Peking to dine at the United 
States Legation. 

The General was accompanied by Dr. Gailey, Amer- 
ican missionary, and he was guarded by three armed 
soldiers standing on the footboards of his car. The 
car proceeded at high speed with blazing headlights, 
and in consequence of this double breach of regulations 
in force in the Legation Quarter, Chinese police stop- 
ped the car. i 

The soldiers drew their pistols and used threatening 
language, and General Feng joined his soldiers in 
knocking down one of the police and beating him. The 
ear then rushed along the Legation street at danger- 
ous speed, ignoring all signals to stop. 


The Sunday School Times is in possession of a 
number of different editorials and communications 
published in the Peking and Tientsin Times, and the 
Peking Leader (English newspapers in China), dis- 
cussing the incident. One of the Chinese papers even 
says that General Feng gave his bodyguards the order 
“Ta Ssu,” or “Kill him,” referring to the Chinese 
police. 

On the face of it, it is impossible to believe any 
such charges as these against the Chinese Christian 
General. His Christianity is not a mushroom growth, 
nor an emotional veneer. It has been too long tested, 
in every possible way, under the most severe stress 
and temptation that could come to any Christian leader 
in China. He is too well known by the Christian 
missionaries and the Christian Chinese, by this time, 
for any such to believe that these latest charges are 
other than a further_attempt, from some sinister quar- 
ter in China, to defame the character of a man whose 
life and testimony are a standing rebuke to the cor- 
ruption-and graft of China’s political leaders. Readers 
of The Sunday School Times will recall the wholly 
unfounded charge that appeared in the New York 
Times and the Chicago Tribune last July, stating that 
General Feng had been expelled by Chinese Chris- 
tians meeting in the Tientsin Young Men’s Christian 
Association, on account of certain alleged criminal 
actions. The Sunday School Times secured a com- 
plete refutation and exposure of these charges, in- 
cluding a letter from the Chinese General Secretary 
of the Y. M. C. A. in Tientsin, Mr. C. P. Wang, who 
stated that no such meeting had ever been held at the 
Tientsin Y. M. C. A. When the facts are fully in 
hand concerning this latest attack upon General Feng, 
there is no doubt that it will prove to be equally 
groundless. Mrs. .Jonathan-Goforth, wife of the mis- 
sionary who knows General Feng more intimately, 
probably, than any other Christian missionary in 
China, writes to the Editor of The Sunday School 
Times from Toronto, where she is now on furlough: 

You will be doing a good service to the cause of 
Christ to let this matter be seen from its proper view- 
point. 

As for any one who knows General Feng believing 
for a moment the statement that he cried, “Kill,” is 
unthinkable, and you will séeé that the General has 
caused a public and official denial of this to be issued. 


* The deniai mentioned by Mrs. Goforth was _pub- 
lished in the Peking Leader, and is an official letter 
from a representative of the General himself, as fol- 
lows: : 


GENERAL DENIES GIVING ORDER TO KILL 

The following letter appeared in yesterday’s Peking 
Leader: 

Sir:—Regarding the incident of last Friday evening 
between General Feng’s bodyguards and the Legation 
Quarter policemen, I am instructed by General Feng 
Yu Hsiang, the Inspector General of the National Army, 
to say that he did not give the order tq his bodyguards, 
“Ta Ssu,” or “Kill him,” as your paper reported. 

I am also directed to say that your leading article 
of the 10th instant was contrary to the real facts, and 
General Feng will very much appreciate it if you will 
be kind enough to make correction in your paper. 





Thanking you in advance for your kind attention on 
behalf of General Feng, I am, 
Most faithfully yours, 
artsan T. Sung. 


The Sunday School Times is now in correspondence 
with trustworthy Chinese and American Christians in 
China, securing further information, and hopes to 
publish, at a later date,, all that is needed to refute 
this latest charge. 

Meantime let us keep General Feng in our prayers 
as never before. The article by Mr. George T. B. 
Davis, on page 280 in this issue of ‘The Sunday School 
Times, shows the continuing and increasing work of 
God in the army of this “Cornelius” of the twentieth 
century in the Land of Sinim. 


> a ; 
Did Fosdick Ever Say It? 


I would call your attention to a quotation by the 
Hon. William Jennings Bryan, in his article in your 
issue of February 23, on “The Origin of Man,” where 
he gives a quotation from Harry Emerson Fosdick’s 
book, “The Meaning of Faith,” page 124. 

I have searched carefully in my copy and it is not 
there, at least on that page. 

I agree with Mr. Bryan and the position of your 
paper, but it will only weaken the cause to quote 
Fosdick for things he did not write. 

Perhaps he has given the wrong page; if so he should 
correct it—A New Brunswick Rector. 


The quotation attributed to Dr. Fosdick’s book, “The 
Meaning of Faith,” in Mr. Bryan’s article in The 
Sunday School Times, was as follows: 


Man has grown up in this universe gradually develop- 
ing his powers and functions as responses to his en- 
vironment. If ha has eyes, so the biologists assure us, 
it is because light waves played upon the skin and 
eyes came out in answer; if he has ears, it is because 
the air waves. were there first, and the ears came out. 
to hear. Man never yet, according to the evolutionist, . 
has developed any power save as & reality called it 
into. being. There would be no fins if there were no 
water, no wings if there were no air, no legs if there 
were no land. 


The statement in The Sunday School Times that 
the above passage appears on page 124 of the book by 
Dr. Fosdick was a typographical error; it should 
have read “page 128.” Readers will find the quotation 
in .Dr. Fosdick’s book, word for word, exactly as 
given by Mr. Bryan. It seems unbelievable that any 
one could really suppose that eyes, and fins, and legs 
were developed in the way that Dr. Fosdick so easily 
accepts in the clause “so the biologists assure us.” 
Mr. Bryan, in that article in The Sunday School Times, 
made the following keen comment on the credulousness 
of Dr. Fosdick and similar Modernists: 


Why did not the light waves keep on playing until 
eyes came out all over the body? There are those who 
cah believe that an eye —that wonderful and beautiful 
organ — came into being in this way, and yet they can- 
not believe the miracles of the Bible! 

The leg, according to evolutionists, developed also 
by chance. One guess is that a little animal without 
any legs one day discovered a wart on the belly —it 
had come without notices or premonitory symptoms; 
if it had come on the back instead of the belly, the 
whole history of the world might have been different. 
But fortunately this wart came on the belly, and the 
little animal, finding that it could use the wart to 
work itself along, used it until it developed into a leg. 
And then another wart, and another leg. Why did 
man stop at two legs while the centipede kept on till 
it got a hundred? ; 


This article by Mr. Bryan, on “The Origin of Man,” 
was the concluding one in his great series written for 
The Sunday School Times: on fundamentals of the 
Christian faith. The book is entitled “Seven Ques- 
tions in Dispute,” or “Shall Christianity Remain Chris- 
tian?” It is illustrated by eight brilliant cartoons by 
Dr. E. J. Pace, the gifted cartoonist of The Sunday 
School Times staff, and it is being called for by Chris- 
tian people throughout North America and the world. 
Although the first copy of the book came off the press 
only the latter part of March, the first edition was ex- 
hausted within a week of the date of publication; a 
new edition-is now ready, and the publishers expect 
to have to run a third edition very soon. The Chris- 
tian fundamentals unequivocally set forth by the Great 
Commoner, America’s leading Christian layman, are 
the Inspiration of the Bible; the Deity of Christ; the 
Virgin Birth; the Blood Atonement; the Resurrec- 
tion of the Body; and the Miracles. ((The book may 
be ordered from The Sunday School Times Co., at 
$1.25.) 
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Lesson for May-18 


_ a Kings 18 to 20; Isaiah, chaps 36 to 38 








How the Gospel was preached in — 
“the garden of the Lord” 
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Down to the Plain of Sodom 
By Melvin Grove Kyle, D.D., LL.D 


President of Xenia Theological Seminary, 
e and Archeological Editor of The Sunday School Times 
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- HAVE just been to dinner, “not where one eats, 
but where one is eaten.” I had gone outside my 
tent to sit in the evening twilight after supper. I 

rested on a great block of red sandstone. Presently 
I felt a pinch on the back of my hand and grabbed at 
a little hard dark object which I could not clearly 
see. Then there was another and another pinch, until 
I discovered that I had my feet -in a great ant-hill 
of big black ants. They had crawled up my trouser 
legs and. presently made themselves felt all over me 
and I had to strip to the skin, turn my garments in- 
side out and shake them. 

Before supper I had had a bath, a real bath in the 
most wonderful bathroom. The base was cretaceous 
limestone, the side walls old red sandstone, and the 
ceiling blue sky in which the stars presently shone. 
The bathtub was arranged of boulders round about 
and had a sanded bottom and I bathed in running 
water as pure and clear as crystal, the waters of Wady 
Numeirah. Before my bath I had gone up the wady 
to the spring amidst tropical foliage where the water 
comes down over a precipice of red sandstone. Such 
were experiences of our camp at Wady Numeirah 
as we came down from the Mountains of Moab, down, 
down, down, five thousand feet to the Plain at Ghor 
Es Safieh, twelve hundred feet below sea level. 

Our camp, from which we set out in the morning, 
was above a copious fountain by the somber stone 
village, mudplastered, on the highland of Moab. The 
village rejoiced (?) in the plebeian name of Henzireh, 
the Sow. There are said to be about one hundred 
houses and nine hundred inhabitants. Apparently the 
houses are “apartment houses,” with a rather smaller 
allotment of space to the individual than even in some 
American apartments. 


A Mountain-top View of the Promised Land 


The ride over the rough mountain trail was rather 
uninteresting in itself, but the views were sometimes 
wonderful and most enticing. Here and there as we 
looked down a wady that led toward the sea a mar- 
velous vista of Palestine across the sea opened -up. 
As the sun shone out fitfully it lighted up now one 
spot, now another, in the hills of Judea. The illumin- 
ated places seemed to our eyes like glimpses of heaven. 
How like this must have been the experiences of the 
Children of Israel as they passed up north along 
this way, and now and again caught such glimpses of 
the Promised Land. 

Had we known what was before us in the day’s 
journey we might not have been able to enjoy these 
quiet visions. The descent into the Grand Canyon 
of Arizona is held out as one of the sensational al- 
lurements of venturesome travel in America and it is 
indeed sufficiently. teyrifying to frighten many people 
from undertaking it. But the descent into the Grand 
Canyon is but a delightful holiday experience com- 
pared with the descent from the Mountains of Moab 
to Wady Numeirah. We dismounted and found it a 


difficult task even to walk down that treacherous trail., 


The cliff was almost perpendicular, and the trail thus 
necessarily a constant zigzag. It was tacking on the 
mountainside, and oftentimes there was a new tack 
every rod of progress. The trail was filled with great 
stones between which our feet sank into dust and. sand, 
and at best there was but a narrow path, sometimes 
only a foot or two in width. If one slipped over 
the edge he might lodge anywhere within a thousand 
feet! One muletéer allowed his mule to pick his 
own way, and, as is the way with mulishness, he per- 
versely walked out of the path on the edge of the 
precipice. We recovered his load, which happened 
to be my bed, about five hundred feet down the moun- 
tain side; the mule: was not recovered—nor will he 
recover, poor mule! A sad warning to mules and 
men who perversely walk on the edge of the path. 
Some of us, unencumbered, walked on ahead to the 
place of camp at the foot of the precipice. Then for 
hours we watched the pack-train* slowly working its 
way down. It was nine at night before the last 
load was safely deposited at the green tents. The 
bringing in of those last loads was the occasion of 
an interesting scene and a striking illustration. Some 
loads had been left on the mountain, because the ani- 
mals were too heavily loaded to make the descent, 
and some men and mules had to return for a second 
descent of part of the way. No one was willing to 
go. As a matter of course, a row soon brewed until 
at last the soldiers interfered and compelled some of 
the muleteers to go. Several personal encounters oc- 
curred in this strife, and when they came to blows a 
third man would always rush in and lay a hand upon 
each one in the quarrel, when they always separated 
and allowed him to compose their differences. Here 
was the “daysman,” the “mediator” making peace! It 
was worth that hard and perilous afternoon to see 
this. Only when these Oriental customs embodied in 


Old Testament lore and in the theology of the Bible are 
actually. seen does all the vividness become apparent. 

A bounteous and appetizing hot dinner, such as our 
cook was wont to serve up to us, and such a night 
of rest as mountain climbing and mountain air induce 
sent’us down the wady next morning in the best of 
spirits. The trail for a long time was in the very 
bottom of the wady and rather easy going. The vivid 
colors of the rocks ranged from the white and yellow 
of the limestone base to the gorgeous hues of the old 
red sandstone that towered above. About ten o’clock 
we got our first good view of the Sea and the Plain 
and began the last stage of the descent, some twelve 
hundred feet on the yellow cliffs at the bottom. It 
gave a queer feeling to realize that we were already 
at sea level, but had yet twelve hundred feet more to 
descend before we reached the edge of the lowest 
sheet of water in the world and could pitch our camp 
in the lowest oasis on the surface of the earth. 

We scrambled and slid down these last slopes and 
dipped our hands in the oily waters of the Dead Sea, 
stumbled over the driftwood that lines the shore, and 
then mounted our horses and rode on in the noonday 
heat, the most tropical we had yet experienced. 

We lunched in the saddle! One soon marvels at the 
unnecessary (?) refinements of civilization on such 
a journey as this. I quickly learned to lunch in the 
saddle. With a loaf of Arab bread folded and thrust 
into one overcoat pocket, a big piece of chocolate in 
another pocket, and two hard boiled eggs in still an- 
other with my Baedaker, “the table was set.” I found 
it was guite possible to get the shells off the eggs and 
eat them with alternate bites of bread and chocolate 
without losing hold of the halter-rope of my pony 
or letting an egg fall! 

A great surprise awaited us at our camping-place. 
The travelers who have been here, from the Pilgrims 
of the middle ages to the Biblical students ef modern 
times, and even some scientists who have been here 
recently, and have written descriptions of the Plain, 
have given us most lurid, and even gruesome, descrip- 
tions of this region. It has been set forth as a place 
of “execrable water,” “impossible climate” even in 
winter, “pestilential swamps,” and “horrid smells.” 
Our first shock was to come to a great water-course 
much wider than the channel of the Jordan and so 
filled with boulders distributed by the water as to 
tell of terrific floods of water at times, and rushing 
along this course a stream twenty feet wide and nearly 
a foot deep of the clearest and purest water from that 
great red sandstone range above us. I have never 
drunk better spring water anywhere in the world. 

Presently we came upon one and another and an- 
other little zigzag canal, irrigating ditches, drawing off 
this water for the fields of the Bedouin. And there 
the fields were delighting the eye, lush fields of tim- 
othy and clover reminding me of my farmer-boy days, 





N GENESIS 14 we read of the defeat of the 

kings-of Sodom and Gomorrah by Chedorla- 
omer, King of Elam, and his allies, and how the 
patriarch Abram, in order to release his nephew 
Lot, who had been captured, attacked the army of 
Chedorlaomer at night and routed them. It was 
on Abram’s triumphant return after the victory 
that Melchizedek, the King of Salem, the priest 
of the most high God, brought forth the sacrifice 
of bread and wine and blessed Abram. 


Is it not significant that as these extraordinary 
articles by Dr. Kyle, recounting the details of the 
joint expedition of Xenia Theological Seminary, 
the Jerusalem School of Oriental Research, and 
the American University of Beirut in their search 
for the site of the ancient ‘“‘cities of the plafn,”’ 
are appearing exclusively in The Sunday School 
Times, a Philadelphia Public Ledger wireless des- 
patch from London should state that Professor R. 
A. S. Macalister, Director of Excavations of the 
Palestine Exploration Fund, and of the Daily Tele- 
graph Expedition, has just unearthed at Jerusalem 
a “holy place’? thought to have been a Jebusite 
or pre-Jebusite sanctuary? Professor Macalister is 
convinced that he has penetrated into the city of 
Melchizedek. 


The next article by Dr. Kyle will give the de- 
tails of the actual search for Sodom and Gomor- 
rah. There is still opportunity to secure the entire 
series of articles on this epoch-making expedition, 
for your friends, through the ten-weeks twenty- 
five-cent ‘Get Acquainted’? subscription offer. 
Such subscriptions should be sent to The Sunday 
School Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, 
Philadelphia, and should mention that you wish 
them to commence with the Kyle series. 











and luxuriant fields of wheat almost ready to head 
out, while here and there were most thrifty fig orchards 
and vineyards, the vines sometimes on the ground, 
sometimes trained up systematically on an excellent 
trellis. Great fields of dura and still other fields of 
dura stalks from last year’s crops. The indigo plant 
is also cultivated. Something like ten. thousand acres 
could be watered from this one stream. We never 
suffered from the heat by day, and at night the tem- 
perature fell to about fifty-five degrees. The air was 
dry, pure, and bracing, and the horrid smells and pes- 
tilential swamps can hardly be said to exist. How 
could it be so where the intensity of the saltness of 
the water tends to purify everything it touches? 

Those who have written of this place have done so 
under the spell of the dreadful tragedy which took 
place here. They have not been untruthful, but psy- 
chology sometimes makes people see things. The 
truth is that when Palestine becomes prosperous, and 
she is rapidly becoming so, an automobile line from 
Jerusalem to the Dead Sea and a motor-boat line on the 
sea will make this one of the finest winter health re- : 
sorts in the world. It has far more romantic beauty 
and grandeur of scenery than Luxor, with almost none 
of the annoyances of that Egyptian resort. A Cal-' 
ifornian in our party said the climate was “just like 
home,” and with a Californian there is nothing be- 
yond that — except heaven. In truth the only correct 
description ever written of this place of which I have 
any knowledge is that in the book of Genesis, “Like 
the garden of the Lord.” 


Why We Found Scattered Sulphur 


If we are finding mistakes in travelers’ accounts 
of this place, not so in the Biblical account. God 
rained fire and brimstone upon the Cities of the Plain. 
Now brimstone is brimstone, even though used in a 
miracle. And a region on which brimstone was rained 
will show brimstone. Well, it does; we picked up 
pure sulphur in pieces as big as the end of my thumb. 
It is mixed with the marl of the mountains on the 
west side of the sea, and now is to be found scattered 
along the’ shore of the sea even on the east side, some 
four or five miles distant from the ledge that con- 
tains the stratum. It has been somehow scattered far 
and wide over this Plain. Indeed, sulphur seems to 
be rather widely distributed in this part of the world, 
when we recall the sulphur in the water of the spring 
at Kerak. Some people are quite distracted trying to 
harmonize science and the Bible. It is wasted effort. 
Science when it is true knowledge of the facts of 
nature cannot be otherwise than harmonious with 
any other true statement of facts, as we constantly 
find the Bible to be. Truth is harmonious everywhere. 
Our frantic efforts to make things harmonize that do 
not usually result in our paring down some truth or 
rounding off its corners to make it fit some of our 
preconceived and mistaken notions. We need only to 
find truth; when found it will be harmonious with 
all other truth. 

‘ Our safety down on the Plain was a constant source 
of satisfaction and thanksgiving. Our soldiers were 
most watchful to warn us of any approach to wild 
Arabs, of which there are still some in Moab. And 
when we stopped to pitch our green tents beside one 
of the swift little canals of sweet water, there beside 
the next one were the white tents, like Indian tepees, 
of the garrison of fifty soldiers encamped here. We 
called upon the colonel and he called upon us, and, as 
long as we stayed, they stayed beside us day and night. 

We reached this camping-place about the end of the 
week, and it was with peculiar feelings of gratitude 
to God that we awoke on the Sabbath to rest and to 
worship. The cook said ten o’clock would suit best 
for service, our service for the staff in English. Pére 
Mallon held a service at seven for the Christian Arabs, 
of whom we had seven. Then promptly at ten we all 
gathered for worship. 

Preaching at Sodom was a novel and dramatic ex- 
perience. Our Lord said that if such things as were 
done at Capernaum had been done at Sodom, the cities 
would have continued. They were not done then. It 
would not do to say the Gospel has never been preached 
at Sodom, for in Byzantine times there was a bishop 


_in the region and probably a church at Zoar, but in 


modern times — well, I wonder if ever before in later 
centuries a sermon has been preached here. It seemed 
a unique privilege as I preached that morning on the 
Joy of Triumph, the Triumph of Faith, from Paul’s 
exultant cry at the prospect of the “crown,” when 
he had finished his “course.” So blessed had been 
the providential arrangements for our work and so 
prosperous all our journey to this place that now, as 
we were ready to begin our researches, we were able 
in faith to look forward to success and to enter into 
the spirit of Paul’s words of triumph. 


Camp Wapy NuMEIRAH. 
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(Concluded from last week’s issue) 


IT WAS during the recent war in the north of 

China, in 1922, that the Arm of God was most 

clearly revealed in defending General Feng and his 
men, and in defeating their foes. As our little party 
sat in the upper room of that missionary home in 
Peking, our hearts were thrilled with joy and praise 
as Dr. Goforth poured forth the story of God’s won- 
der-working power in these latter days. 

Dr. Goforth first told how the war was caused 
by the Manchurian War-Lord Chang Tso-lin trying to 
capture Peking and usurp the Republican government. 


.Opposed to Chang Tso-lin was General Wu Pei-fu, 


the superior of General Feng. 

Most of General Feng’s troops had been rapidly 
marched from Shensi to the scene of action near Pe- 
king to co-operate with General Wu Pei-fu. General 
Feng himself, with some five hundred men, was guard- 
ing a railway junction in Honan of the utmost stra- 
tegic importance for the transport of troops. 

One day, like a bolt from the blue, General Feng 
learned that, the Governor of Honan, Chao Ti had 
turned traitor, and was marching upon the railway 
junction with twenty thousand men. It was then four 
o’clock in the afternoon. The enemy was only six- 
teen miles distant. General Feng estimated that the 
advance troops of Chao Ti would reach them at three 


_ o'clock the next morning. 


Calling General Chang—the officer who wished 
to give up military service and go out preaching — 
General Feng told him to take the five hundred men 
and take up positions among the sand dunes outside the 
city. They must hold the position even if every man 
was killed. Providentially two thousand of General 
Feng’s men had been left at Honanfu, about five hours’ 
distance by rail. General Feng said he would go for 
these men and be back at seven the next morning. 

The advance troops of the enemy reached the spot 
where General Chang’s men were entrenched at three 
o'clock the next morning, as expected. As General 
Chang’s men unexpectedly opened fire the enemy were 
startled, and halted about a third of a mile away. 
Being uncertain as to the force before them, Chao 
Ti’s men waited for daylight. In the morning the 
enemy opened fire with artillery and infantry. At 
the same time they began an enveloping movement 
to surround General Chang and his men. 


T WAS a time of terrible crisis. They dared not re- 

treat. They must hold the position though every 
man’ should perish. General Chang said the bullets 
were raining upon them like hail. A shell struck 
near the general, but did not explode. Otherwise he 
Sg probably -have been blown to pieces. Think 
of five hundred men trying to stem the advance of 
twenty thousand troops! General Chang was on his 
knees crying to God — surely He would not allow un- 
righteousness to triumph! As the general was pray- 
ing two of his officers were pulling at his arms, say- 
ing the enemy were surrounding them. But the gen- 
eral continued in prayer. 

Suddenly the general sprang to his feet and gave 
the command to extend their lines: “Leave only three 
men together at intervals, and don’t fire until each 


shot wings a man.” The order was obeyed, and the: 


lines rapidly spread out in either direction. The ad- 
vance of the enemy stopped. Chao Ti’s men, seeing 
the line rapidly extended, thought a strong force was 
in front of them, and that the first position was only 
a ruse to lead them on. The advancing troops re- 
fused to go a step farther, and the situation was saved 
for the time. 

At eleven o’clock in the morning General Feng and 
the two thousand men arrived at the scene of battle. 
They had been delayed four hours through the enemy 
cutting the railway line and derailing one of the troop 
trains. There were now somewhat more than two 
thousand men opposing twenty thousand, and the prob- 
lem was whether they could hold their ground until 
= Feng’s men from the north could be brought 

ack, 

That night they dared not let their troops sleep, 
with the enemy only a third of a mile distant. They 
waited until it was just getting dark and the opposing 
troops were preparing their meal.. Then they ordered 
a bayonet charge. The enemy were taken by sur- 
prise and retreated in confusion until they were a mile 
away. Then they could let them sleep in safety. 

But the next day was the testing time. Chao Ti’s 
officers now knew the small number of the force op- 
posing them, and planned a turning movement to cap- 
ture the junction. But they did not know that the 
Lord of Hosts was fighting with this little army of 
praying men. 

In the course of the forenoon a strong northwest 
wind sprang up at the back of the Christian soldiers, 
and blew directly in the faces of the enemy. It was a 
dust as well as a wind storm. General Chang said he 
had never known in China such a strong wind from 
that direction. The enemy could not advance in the 





face of it. The moment they opened their eyes they 
filled with dust. Just as truly as “the stars in their 
courses fought against Sisera,” so this wind storm 
fought against Chao Ti’s men. 

General Chang ordered a bayonet charge. The 
enemy were helpless. After the first men fell they 
fled. And so the situation was saved.. Under the 
able direction of General Feng more and more re- 
inforcements arrived, and Chao Ti retreated in defeat 
— foiled in this daring attempt to capture General 
Feng and secure the strategic railway junction. 

But the God of heaven was to be glorified through 
this Christian Army not only in an out-of-the-way 
place, but in*the very heart of the fighting between 
General Wu Pei-fu and the Manchurian War-Lord. 
In the fighting near Peking General Wu was making 
no headway. He lost seven hundred men killed and 
two thousand wounded without any gain. 

Another of General Feng’s godly officers was Gen- 
eral Li—who as Colonel Li, in that prayer-meeting 
four years previous, prayed that God would reveal 
the riches of His grace not only to China, but to all 
the world. While General Wu was vainly trying to 
break the forces of the enemy by a frontal attack, 
General Li took four thousand Christian soldiers of 
General Feng’s army through mountain passes to at- 
tack the foe from the rear. The enemy never ex- 

ted this and the passes were left undefended. 


ometimes the passes were so narrow that four men. 


with machine guns could have blocked their march. 


Ee gery LI placed his artillery and his men on a 
hill back of the enemy and suddenly opened fire. 
Chang Tso-lin’s men were dumfounded. They turned to 
flee, and the retreat became a rout—as complete as 
when Gideon’s three hundred suddenly smashef their 
pitchers on the hill long ago. 

This defeat of the right wing of General Chang 
Tso-lin’s army led to a general retreat of his forces. 
They began a rapid march back to Manchuria, with 
General Li and General Wu’s. troops in pursuit. Fol- 
lowing on the trail of the enemy Gastrel Li and his 
men entered Tientsin. 

The effect of the victory and the appearance and 
conduct of: the Christian soldiers on the large foreign 
population .of. Tientsin was noteworthy. Heretofore 
the. foreign newspapers published there had spoken 
of General Feng as the “so-called”? Christian General 
and the “so-called’ Christian Army. As General Li 
and his troops marched through the streets the people 
were surprised at their alertness, fine appearance, and 
discipline. The climax came when the men, instead 
of creating disorder, assembled quietly around the sta- 
tion, and spent three hours of waiting in singing Gos- 
pel hymns. Thereafter the newspapers dropped the 
“so-called” and spoke of the “Christian General” and 
the “Christian Army.” : 

As the retreating troops moved northward they 
looted the towns en route, while the women left their 
homes and fled before the heathen soldiers. In the 
town of Lu Tai lived a retired Christian general 
named Hsii. ... He spent an entire night praying that 
God would keep their town from being looted by the 
retreating soldiers as they passed through. He seemed 
to get the assurance that his prayer would be answered. 


He decided to remain in the place, and keep his family 


there also. he women of the community, taking 
courage from his action, also remained in their homes. 


HEN the retreating troops reachéd the town they 

commandeered two hundred carts and went round 
the place taking what they wished and loading the loot 
on the wagons. People began to say to General Hsii 
that he must have been mistaken about his prayers 
being answered. The soldiers decided to stay in the 
town that night and leave early the next morning. 

At three o’clock the next morning some of the men 
were awake and preparing to leave while others were 
still sleeping. Suddenly there was a crash of thunder, 
followed by another, and another. The troops mis- 
took the thunder for exploding shells of the pursuing 


.soldiers. The men that were awake started a rapid 


retreat; those that were asleep jumped up and joined 
in the flight. In their haste they did not wait to take 
the two hundred loaded wagons, and some who had 
horses fled without them! 

Compare this with 2 Kings 7:6, 7: “For the Lord 
had made the host 4f the Syrians to hear a noise of 
chariots, and a noise of horses, even the noise of a 
great host: and they said one to another, Lo, the king 
of Israel hath hired against us the kings of the Hit- 
tites, and the kings of the Egyptians, to come upon us. 
Wherefore they arose and fled in the twilight, and left 
their tents, and their horses, and their asses, even the 
camp as it was, and fled for their life.” 

A day or two later General Li and his men entered 
the town singing, “Onward, Christian Soldiers.” 
While waiting there for two or three days, the sol- 
diers held Gospel meetings in the public places; while 
General Hsii, with joyful heart, told in public’ and 
private how God had heard and answered prayer. 


May 3, 1924 


As Dr. Goforth concluded the narrative our hearts 
were full of gratitude and praise to God for so clearly 
manifesting his miraculous power ~in these latter days 
in a heathen land for his Name’s honor and-glory. 

Before we separated I asked Dr. Goforth for an 
appeal for prayer on behalf of General Feng and his 
army. Situated as they are in the midst of the politi- 
cal maelstrom in Peking, and with Modernistic views 
rampant in the capital, they sorely need our fervent 


prayers day by day. In response to my request Dr, 
Goforth said: 


“I realize the terrible catastrophe that would oc- 
cur if the leaders gave way. No one recognizes 
this more than General Feng and his officers them- 
selves. What the army needs is intercessors to be 
raised up in all lands to hold up their hands. Dr. 
A. T. Pierson said that every revival begins in 
prayer, continues just as long as the prayer-spirit 
continues, and wanes as the prayer-spirit wanes. 

“So with this army. As long as God’s Interces- 
sors will hold them up they will go on from strength 
= lo until untold millions of the Chinese turn 
o God. 

“But if the Intercessors fail, the revival-spirit 


in the army will wane, and the loss to China will 
be appalling.” 


yw not each one who reads these lines pray 
DAILY for General Feng and his army? Will you 
pray for a great spiritual awakening in China; for Dr. 
Goforth and all the missionaries; and for the writer’s 
party as we labor, as the Lord may lead? 

We are seeking to enlist at least fifty thousand In- 
tercessors for revival in China; for General Feng and 
his army; for Dr. Goforth and the missionaries and 
Christians; and for our party. Attractive Prayer 
Cards, suitable for hanging on the wall of your room 
or for use as a bookmark in your Bible, will be sent 
free of cost, upon application to The Sunday School 
Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 
In sending in your request, please ask for “Davis 
Prayer Cards” and specify the number you can use. 

In a recent letter Dr. R. A. Torrey said: “I expect 
to become a partner in your work by definite inter- 
cession along this line. I also expect to have the 
Prayer Cards distributed in the Church. I have been 
praying for you since I heard of your going to China. 
I have been praying for General Feng and his army 
for a long time; and am also praying every day for Dr. 
and Mrs. Goforth.” 

The Rev. C. H. Nash, head of the Melbourne Bible 
Institute, writes: “I agree with Dr. Goforth that Gen- 
eral Feng’s Christian Army is. the key to the future 


welfare of China.” oat 
PEKING, CHINA... . r 








Girls’ Problems of To-day 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 














‘ Questions for answer, and other communications, 
may be addressed to Mother Ruth, The Sunday 
School Times, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. No 
names or addresses or identity will be published in 
The Sunday School Times; and if questions are too 
personal for an answer in these columns, Mother 
Ruth will be glad to reply individually if possible, 
if return postage is enclosed. 


“Dear Mother Ruth: I have been an interested reader of 
your answers to Girls’ Problems for some time. I am 
glad that there are older Christian people who are in- 
terested in young people. 

I, too, am coming to you for help in solving what has 
been to me, as a Christian, a real problem. I have felt 
for some time that God wants to use me as a foreign mis- 
sionary, but I am engaged to marry a Christian young 
man who doesn’t feel any special call to mission work. 
We think a great deal of each other, and he would be 
willing to go as a missionary if he knew that was the 
place for him. Can it be that I am mistaken in my feel- 
ings as to whether I should be a missionary or not? 

I would be willing to sever the dearest ties on earth 
rather than fail to obey my Saviour. I want to go where 
he wants me to go, and be what he wants me to be. I’ve 
often prayed earnestly about this, but I am not satisfied. 
—A TROUBLED GIRL. 


Y DEAR “TROUBLED GIRL”: A good plan, 

when you do not know what to do, is to do 
nothing. I am sure God never withholds his guid- 
ance, and to stand still when it is not clear is the 
only safe thing to do. If we take things in our own 
hands, and’ try to mould our lives, we only make a 
mess of it. He can make it cleat to you and will, 
but you must wait for him. 

Don’t be troubled! God knows you are willing to 
do his will, doesn’t he? Then leave it to him to di- 
rect the: way you are to go. You may not have a call 
to the field and you may, but in either case God will 
not leave you in doubt. “He will make it plain,” 
and you have the promise that “He will guide you 
with his eye”! Only be patient, and let God have his 
way in leading you. 

You may be going through a test, to see if your 
Lord is more to you than your affection for the 
young man in question. J can not tell, only be sure 
to keep your hands off, and let God know you will 
“follow all the way,”.as he leads. He will make it 
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Lesson for May 18 
2 Kings 18°to 20; Isaiah, chaps 36 to 38 


plain not only to you; but to’ the young man, too. 
And please be happy as you wait! 
Some lesson is being taught you, so be a good child 
~ and learn the lesson as he wants you to, won’t you? 
Don’t get restless and try to ferret out this and that, 
but raise your head and go smiling because your Lord 
is keeping a secret from you for a time, and when 
the moment is ripe, he will be right there. . Some one 
has said, “Not a moment too soon nor a moment too 
late,” but you must let the words in Isaiah be yours, 
“in quietness and confidence shall be your strength” 
(Isa. 30:15). 
The great weakness of many of us is the tendency 
Sto want to peer into the future, and we fail to trust 
God as we should. We get in a hurry, and let our- 
selves be puzzled, when our business is to walk with 
God, making our desires known to him, but leaving 
everything absolutely to him and asking no questions, 
but listening for orders like a good soldier. I wish 
you would hunt out the “fear hots” of the Bible, -and 
take every one for your comfort. Go slowly, and do 
not try to run before your Lord! Again I say, don’t 
be troubled, child of the King, he will see you through! 
Light is his name, and you will not be left in dark- 
ness, if you will be satisfied to go a step at a time. 


- Haye We Forgot? 


This is one of the many beautiful messages in verse in the 
volume “ Heart Songs’’ by Dr. Henry W. Frost, a collection 
of “Verses for Christians’’ written out of the rich Bible 
study and Christian experience that readers of The Sunday 
School Times have come to prize. The book of 109{selections 
makes a choice gift book, and may be had from The Sunday 

School Times Company at $1.25. 
ve ** Now, therefore, why speak ye not a word of bringing 
the King back ?”’ 

( After attending a great missionary convention in which no ref 

erence was made to the return of the Lord. ) 
HE King went forth a kingdom to obtain, 
With promise to His own to come again; 
The long, long years have passed, the years of pain, 
And yet He cometh not ;— 

Have we forgot ? 


He bade us keep our hearts forever pure, 
And, following Him, to suffer and endure, 
That we to Him might weary men allure 
And He might tarry not ;— 
Have we forgot ? 


He asked us for Himself to wait and long, 
To turn our faces from the worldly throng 
Upward to Him, to whom our lives belong; 
And yet He hast’neth not ;— 
’ Have we forgot ? 


And thus the days go by; we joy and sing, . 
We take His gifts — yet little to Him bring, 
And speak no word of bringing back the King ; 
And so He cometh not — 
We have forgot! 


O Christ our King, forgive us this our sin, 
And help us, henceforth, many lives to win, 
That we may haste to bring’ Thy kingdom in ;— 
And oh, forget us not, 
Though we've forgot! 








From a Layman’s Greek Testament 
By Ernest Gordon 














And he saw also a certain poor widow casting 
in thither two mites (Luke 21:2). 


HERE is often a significance in the arrange-— 


ment of New Testament passages when one re- 
flects upon them, The second feeding of the multi- 
tude was a feeding of Gentiles in Decapolis, as the 
first was of Jews in Galilee, and is representative of 
Christ’s ministry as Bread of Life to the Gentile world. 
It follows naturally, therefore, upon the story of the 
woman of Syrophoenicia with her profoundly signifi- 
cant repartee, “Yet the Gentile dogs eat of the crumbs 
which fall from the master’s table,” a sort of prac- 
tical _sermon_on the text which this answer gave to 
our Lord. One wonders in passing whether this wo- 
man and her recovered daughter were among the 
disciples whom Paul found in the Syrophoenician port 
of Tyre among the “wives and children” who knelt 
and prayed with Paul and Luke before they finally 
took ship (Acts 21:5). 
A similar sequence in arrangement is found in Mark 
12: 40-42. Our Lord passes from condemnation of 
those devouring widows’ houses to-commendation of 
a certain widow as she casts her gift into the treas- 
ury. This widow is described by Luke as penichran, 
which has the connotation of working woman (from 
enomai, “to labor for one’s bread”), ptoche, the word 
ark uses for poor, being more suggestive of pauper- 
ism. Our Lord’s heart went out to this toiler who 
threw in her whole sustenance, bion, ‘into the treas- 
ury when he thought on the idle Pharisees, rich in 
robbery rather than on “bread-toil.” And there arose 
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perhaps in his mind the.words of another Jesus, the 
son of Sirach 


“And with him is no respect of persons. He will 
in no wise despise the supplication of the fatherless, 
nor the widow when she poureth out her tale. Do not 
the tears of the widow run down her cheek? And is 
not her cry against him that hath caused them to 
fall? The prayer of the humble pierceth the clouds. 
And the Lord will not be slack, neither will he be 
longsuffering toward them till he have crushed the 
loins of the unmerciful.” 
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Another. illustration of probably intentional sequence 
is in the story of the anointing of Jesus. by Mary, as 
given in Matthew 26 and Mark 14. This is fol- 
lowed in each case by the statement that Judas went 
away to the high priests to arrange the betrayal for 
a stipulated price. The thirty pieces of silver explain 
the relation between the two incidents. Judas with 
this money expected to recoup himself for his share 
of the money that might have come from the sale of 
Mary’s precious box of spikenard. 


New Hampton, N. H. 








Children’s Day 








in Your School 


The second Sunday in June is usually observed as Children’s Day, although a 
Sunday-school may select any other time that is more convenient 














Our Beginners Children’s Day 


“ [SS BLACK, will you give a demonstration 
lesson with your Beginners on Children’s Day ?” 


‘asked the Sunday-school superintendent. 


“Indeed, I’ll be glad to,” was her hearty response. 
It will be a privilege, she thought, to give something 
worth while, to show that even to the weest ones 
vital truths can be taught. You see, teacher hasn’t much 
sympathy with a Sabbath day program setting off the 

amusing cunningnesses” of the Lord’s little ones! 

During the preceding months the love of Jesus for 

world-wide children had béen constantly emphasized 
in the Beginners Department, and Miss Black decided 
to prepare a summing-up progrant on that ‘topic, using 
materials and knowledge already at hand, thus alto- 
gether doing away with extra labor. 

The Beginners room was early filled with eager 
little ones that Children’s Day, — greeting cards sent 
out during the week had produced fine results. They 
headed the line as the entire school marched into the 
church auditorium, being seated immediately on the 
platform, where their chairs were ready formed in a 
circle for them, the teacher taking her place in such a 
position as to have them face away from the audience. 

As soon as the entire school was seated, the super- 
intendent announced that the next twent y minutes 
would be given up to the Beginners. 

After a cheery greeting had been exchanged between 
pupils and teacher, one of the children passed the dainty 
basket for the offering, each pupil og as he ‘drop- 
ped in- his gift, either, Freely give,” or, “The Lord 
loveth a cheerful giver.’ 

“T’ve got a birthday,” shouted out a little fellow, as 
he came forward ready to drop his birthday money 
into the Missionary Barrel. After counting it, the 
class sang their Birthday Song and gave him his birth- 
day claps, with a big one to grow on, while the teacher 
tied the pink birthday bow on the back of his chair. 

Brief questioning led the children to tell of the 
things for which they wished to thank the Heavenly 
Father, and to name requests to ask of him. Sentence 
by sentence, then, with bowed heads and folded hands, 
they followed the teacher in offering their own simple 


-petitions and thanksgivings, not forgetting mention of 


the little birthday boy. . 

Arranged on a low screen were pictures of chil- 
dren of different nationalities, and, after the singing 
of the Welcome-Missionary Song ‘(printed below), 
several from the class were asked-to point out pic- 
tures of children from among them, whom Jesus loves. 
“How do you know Jesus loves these little children?” 
brought forth the answer, “Jesus said, Suffer the little 
children to come unto me.” Then followed the sing- 
ing of, “Jesus Loves the Little Children,” and “Jesus 
Loves Me,” the birthday boy holding the teacher’s 

Bible during the song and raising it over his head when 
it was mentioned in the song 


~ 


By use of Plockhdrst’s “Christ Blessing Little Chil- - 


dren,” and under question-guidance, the already famil- 
iar story of “Jesus Blessing Little Children” was 
simply and briefly retold by the class. 

A few Bible verses bearing on the love of God, such 
as, “God is love,” and “We love because he first loved 
us,” interspersed with songs suggested by these, for 
example, “Love Him,” and “We Love Him,” followed 
by a brief prayer of thanksgiving for the precious love 
of the Friend of little children, and the class left the 
platform.. At a signal from the pianist the entire 
school broke into singing, “Our Beginners Welcome 
Song,” written specially for this occasion, and printed 
at the end of this article 

And so ended the lesson,—and yet,— did it end 
there? An hour later teacher was taking one of her 
littlest, one of her smallest ones, to her home. ‘Reta,” 
she asked, her heart full of musings, “Reta, what did 
you learn in Sunday-school to-day?” 

Smilingly the child looked up into her face. “Dat 
Desus lobes Weta,” was the lisped reply. 

And the heart of Teacher was glad! 

Wel Missi y Song 
Sabbath bells gladly ring, 
Gladly little children sing, 


“We wish you Happy Welcome, 
Now, dear friends, 





We wish you Happy Welcome, 
Now, dear friends.” 


Little children o’er the sea 

Waiting are for you and me 

To tell the love of Jesus 
Over there, 

To tell the love of Jesus 
Everywhere. 


Sabbath bells softly ring, 

Softly little children sing, 

“Go, tell the love of Jesus 
Over there, 

Go, tell the love of Jesus 
Everywhere.” 


Beginners’ Welcome Song 
(Tune. — Luther’s Cradle Hymn.) 


The mothers were bringing their children’ one day, 
That Jesus might bless them, His hands on them lay, 
The anxious disciples cried, “Send them away, 

The Master is busy with big folks to-day!” 


But when the-dear Saviour their chidings o’erheard, 
He turned in compassion, with kind look and word, 
“Oh, suffer the children to come unto Me, 

Forbidding them never my love full and free.” 


And just as aforetime the little ones came, 
To-day they are coming with joyful acclaim; 
To-day ‘we can hear Him ‘so lovingly call, 
“Come unto Me, children, come unto Me, all!” 


Then Welcome! Glad Welcome! We give you to-day, 
Our little Beginners in gladsome array, 

And to His commandment right loyal we’ll be, 

“Oh, suffer the children to come unto Me!” 


—Sarah E. Loucks, Columbia, S. C. 
ve 


A Children’s Processional 


Children’s processional, each child with flowers. 


Prayer by pastor, followed by children singing their 
prayer song, 
“Father, we thank Thee for the night 
And for the pleasant morning light. 
For rest and food and loving care 
And all that makes the world so fair. 


“Help us to do the things we should, 
* To be to others kind and good; 

In all we do, in work or play, 

To grow more loving, day by day.” 


Choir: “Suffer the little ones to come unto me,” as 
Cradle Roll children pass across the platform held in 
“leading strings” of pink by teachers.’ They stop upon 
the platform to throw their flowers as far out among 
the audience as possible for wee hands. 

Beginners sing: 


“Love Him, love Him, all ye litte children, 
God is love. God is love.” 


The Snusic stops, so their voices can be heard as all ex- 
claim, “We do love Him. We do love Him.” 

Then, with the verses, Praise him and Serve Him, their 
response, We want to, we want to, and We try to, we try 
to. For Crown Him, each raises arms above head as in a 
crown of love. “ 


Primaries sing: 


“T am so glad that our Father in heaven 
Tells of his love in the book he has given.” ~ 


Each repeats a love verse, and with their flowers makes 
a large word “Love” of flowers.® (The wire frame for each 
letter had been put in place by a class of older boys.) 


Juniors: Girls give a rose drill, marching and 
counter-marching, then as they come to attention the 
boys march up with the two flags. After the two 
salutes, to the Stars and Stripes, then to the Church 
flag, Juniors sing, 


“Just as I am, young, strong, 
To be the best that I can be.” 


and free, 


Intermediates give stories of how great hymns were 
written and each class sings one 

Seniors do the same with missionary hymns, if there 
is time —Willametta Preston, Los Angeles, Cal. 
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nese government decreed the worship of Con- 

fucius in its Provincial College for. Western 
Learning at Tsinan, There were numbers of Chris- 
tian students in the institution whose position was of 
course made very perplexing by the order. To re- 
lieve them an old and well-known missionary wrote 
to the president of the college suggesting that a large 
tablet be prepared on which should be written some 
of the most weighty sayings of Confucius, Buddha, 
and Christ. This should be hung in the Assembly 
Hall and all students should do reverence to it. | 

Fortunately there were Christians on the Chinese 
faculty who immediately vetoed the proposal. Know- 
ing thoroughly the teachings of the Eastern sages 
they protested earnestly against placing them in the 
same class with the words of eternal life. 

There are still those who praise that literature of 
which Professor Max Miller (referring especially to 
the Brahmans said: “These works deserve to be 
studied as the physician studies the twaddle of idiots 
or the ravings of madmen. ... I confess it has been 
for many years a problem to me, and to a great ex- 
tent still is, how the sacred books of the East should, 
by the side of so much that is fresh, natural, simple, 
beautiful, and true contain so much that is not only 
unmeaning, artificial, and silly, but even hideous and 
repellent. Readers who have been led to believe that 
the Vedas of the ancient Brahmans, the Avesta of 
the Zoroastrians, the Tripitaka of the Buddhists, and 
the Kings of Confucius, or the Koran of Mohammed 
are books full of primeval wisdom and religious en- 
thusiasm, or at least of sound and simple moral teach- 
ing, will be disappointed on consulting these volumes.” 


“Wells Does Not Know.”—One of_the boldest of- 
fenders against the truth concerning Eastern religions 
is that king of sciolists, Mr. H. G. Wells. Professor 
R. E. Hume of Union, bred in India, knowing in- 
timately both its. language and literatures and, what 
is. more, its life, says of him: 


“From an intensive study of the sacred Scriptures 
of the various religions I make bold. to state that 
Wells does not know the historical documentary facts 
when he makes statements concerning Mohammedan- 
ism, Buddhism, and Christianity such as the following: 

“Islam ... was the broadest, freshest, and cleanest 
political idea that had yet come into activity in the 
world and it offered better terms than any other to 
the mass of mankind’ (“Outline of History,” Vol. 2; 


CO) ese eer Religions.—Some years ago the Chi- 


Pp. 23). 

“*There was in the real teaching of Jesus... noth- 
ing to prevent a personal disciple of Jesus from ac- 
cepting all the recorded teachings of Buddha’ (Vol. 
i: D. SSa).. 

, —— follows this expert’s confession, noble and 
oyal: 


“For myself I would testify that the study of the 
history of religions has produced a greater confidence 
in the unequaled religious value of the Christian Bible 
and especially in the supremacy of Jesus Christ. There 
are a dozen points of similarity between Christianity 
and the other religions of the world, although at cach 
point I believe that Christianity is superior. 
| “However, there are three points in which I cannot 
adduce any parallel from the history of the other re- 
ligions of the world, namely, the character of Jesus 
Christ himself, the character of God as revealed by 
Jesus Christ, the work of the Holy Spirit as assured 
by Jesus Christ. 

“These are the very three points which are essentials 
of Christianity as formulated elaborately in thé dac- 
trine of the Trinity or as summarized very simply in 
the benediction of Paul in 2 Corinthians 13:14, ‘The 
grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and 
the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.’” 


Some Predicted. Political Earthquakes.—The dis- 
establishment of Mohammedanism and confiscation of 
mosgues in Asia Minor has its counterpart in a sim- 
ilar ruthless expropriation of thirty-seven Buddhist 
monasteries, one hundred and five nunneries, and seven 
hundred and six temple? in and about Canton, China. 
This immense confiscation of real estate has been 
turned into cash to finance Sun Yet San’s army. 

Civilization seems to be cracking in many places, 
but an even more portentous rift is half-predicted in 
a letter from a missionary in Canton. He has been 
conversing with Dr. Sun. Sun announces his deter- 
mination through alliances with Soviet Russia and 
Germany to arm and train all China. The nations 
lotding it over China should take care, he says. In- 
side of ten years he thinks the white races. will have 
to face another alliance, which will include Turkey, 
Egypt, India, China, and perhaps Japan. 

All this may be mere mouthing, but it outlines a 
possibility. It is but a half century since so acute a 


mind as Eduard von Hartmann classified Japan with 
Arabia as a military nonentity. 

And there are other thunderclquds on the horizon. 
The South African Outlook interprets the new French 
military law in a way to cause utmost misgiving. By 
its provisions 280,000 Negro troops are to be recruited 
annually in Africa for service in the French army. 
The new Trans-Sahara railway will pump this black 
river of soldiery from the very center of the Dark 
Continent. So in every decade three million African 
savages are to be trained in modern warfare. Sup- 
posing they should at some juncture abandon their 
French instructors, join with the combination of dark 
skinned races, and turn and tend white civilization ! 

Our Lord spoke of “distress of nations with per- 
plexity.” The Greek is terrifyingly concrete. It is 
“the crowding pressure of nations with no way out” . 
(aporia). One thinks of the nations as of a mob in 
a burning building unable to get through the exits. 


Spontaneous Movements.—Read what the Bishop 
of Lagos writes concerning the great movement to 
Christ among the West Africans. Up to 1906 not a 
single missionary or teacher of any description had 
reached the parts of Nigeria where this great move- 
ment is proceeding. a 

“T doubt if the name of Jesus Christ had ever been 
heard anywhere by any of the inhabitants except pos- 
sibly one or two.who may have traveled at some time 
or other to the coast. No part of the Bible was trans- 
lated into the dialect of the country and if it had been 





His Arm is Not Shortened 


If one faints at.the confusion and defection 
of the time the best thing to do is to lift 
one’s eyes to distant horizons to see the 
things that God is doing.which never get 
into the newspapers at all. The department 
of education of the Mexican government 
has just issued a special popular edition of 
the New Testament for distribution among: 
schools, prisons, and libraries. No sooner 
was it out than the general public bought 
every copy, and a second and much larger 
edition has had to be printed for the original . 
purpose. Has not that fact more important 
implications and possibilities than any pagan 
antics at St. Mark’s in the Bowery? Here 
is reinforcement coming to the Bible soci- 
eties straight from the former high places } 
of persecution and Bible-burning: And this 
is not all, Hundreds of teachers and literate - 
young people are holding free night schools 
to teach the illiterate. These bear cards on 
which is printed “ Missionary of Education,” 
and they even go out into the ranches bear- 
ing elementary education. Who shall say 
that these are not making ready the soil for 
the seed the government is distributing? 














there probably would not have been a single man, wo- 
man, or*child who could have read a syllable of it. 

“What do we find to-day, seventeen years after? 
We find that -you cannot travel along any road or 
path for as much as three or four miles in any direc- 
tion over at least the vast majority of the large area 
covered by these districts without coming to a church 
and a school. Readers may perhaps think that this 
progress has been made through the expenditure of a 
vast sum of money, but this is not the case. Practi- 
cally from the start the districts have been self-sup- 
porting, and to-day they make in addition substantial 
subscriptions to church institutions at home and to the 
general work of the Church Missionary Society, the 
Bible Society, and the London Society for Jewish 
Missions.” 

What suggestiveness in these last words. These 
new Christians of Africa are interested in Israel! 

Think of it! Not a single person able to read in 
1906 and now a hundred and fifty schools among them, 
with an attendance of seven thousand children taught 
by certified teachers, trained in Church Missionary 
Society schools, and the whole thing financed by the 
blacks themselves. 

The shadow of heathenism is of course still on the 
land, but it is receding before the dawn (auge, 2 Cor. 
4:3) of the glorious Gospel of Christi You may 


“is being rebuilt. 


pass by fields where the skulls of those who died of 
influenza in 1919 are hung up to protect the fields from 
evil spirits, but you eventually come to a congregation 
of nine hundred people neatly dressed and earnest and 
intelligent in their worship. And what is going on 
among the Ibos and Yorubas of Nigeria is going on 
in the Ashanti Protectorate. Literally tens of thous- 
ands of Ashantis have forsaken fetishism and en- 
rolled as Christian catechumens under the fiery preach- 
ing of that remarkable man, Samson Opon. 


_ Israel Listens.—The Ibos of Nigeria are interested 
in Jewish missions. Much more should we be in. view 
of a remarkable phenomenon, the sudden attention of 
Israel to the Christian message in so widely separated 
places. Dr. Sinnreich, a converted rabbi and doctor 
of philosophy of the University of Berne, preaches 
to hundreds of Jews in the open air in Glasgow. In 
Mogador, Morocco, according to the Jewish Intelli- 
gencer, the mission hall is attended each week by five 
hundred Jews; in Cairo classes are crowded with 
young and thoughtful Jews eager to learn; in Jeru- 
salem the House of Industry attracts young inquirers 
to such an extent that all who are not clearly in earn- 
est are asked to retire to give place to those whom the 
truth has gripped. In Poland the search for truth 
is, according to the same journal, reaching the di- 
mensions of a mass movement, and meetings have to 
be repeated four times in succession to deal with 
the overflowing numbers. The church of the Evan- 
gelical Czech Bréthren has asked the Free Church 
of Scotland to resume its Jewish work in Prague for 
the four hundred thousand Jews of Czechoslovakia. 
The Budapest Jewish Mission of the Free Church of 
Scotland describes its present opportunities as “un- 
paralleled.” “Our schools are simply choked with pupils. 
We have six hundred and sixty on the rolls and have 
to turn away many. We have just had a series of 
special meetings, and the hall (which has space with 
standing room: for seven -hundred) ‘has been crowded 
every’ night. ‘Here: as' everywhere since the war the 
we hg willing as never before to listen to’ the 

Spel. ch gM payee 

The apostle (in Rom. 11:32) said of his brethren 
that God had closed them up.in unbelief that he might 
havé mercy on them all. Peter, the apostle to the 
Jews, after toiling all night “closed in” (the word is 
the same) the mighty draft of fish. May it not be 
taken as a parable of a coming conversion of Israel? 
Certainly for the first time in a night of nearly two 
millenniums the ear of Israel has begun to listen. The 
most frequently quoted Old Testament passage in 
the Néw Testament is that of the sixth of Isaiah, 
which speaks of the heavy ears and shut eyes of “this 
people.” Should we not be all attention when we 
notice this strange change? Did not the Lord tell 
us that summer was nigh when the branch of the 
withered fig tree became tender again? (Matt. 24: 32.) 


The Miracle.—This title is given to a Zionist ap- 
peal to New York Jewry for a million and a half 
dollars which appears in a half-page advertisement 
in the New York Times. 


“The days of miracles are not passed! 

“The Jew for two thousand years has prayed daily 
that Palestine shall again be. a homeland to his peo- 
ple. And his prayers have been answered through 
the miracle of the Balfour Declaration. 

“And now another miracle is happening, _ Palestine 
Rebuilt culturally, spiritually, agri- 
culturally, and economically. 

“There has been a spiritual rebirth. of the Jew in 
Palestine and from that sacred land will come a spir- 
itual renascence that will reach the Jew in every part 
‘of the world. 

“Truly a_miracle has happened, a miracle that will 
enable the Jew to render greater service to mankind.” 


The writer writes more truly than he realizes. 
Israel ¢s to render service to mankind when his proud 
‘neck is bent to Christ and his heart melted. 


Madagascar Confutes President Eliot.—“In 1918 I 
visited Manakana,” writes the Rev. W. Kendall Gale. 
“It is a large village for Madagascar of some one 
hundred and twenty houses. Three weeks before my 
arrival it had been the scene of a dreadful orgy. The 
inhabitants had gathered together the sum of fifteen 
hundred francs, whereupon they dispatched men with 
demijohns to Andriamena to fetch rum, there being 
a Greek drinkseller in the town at that time. When 
the men returned the whole population gave itself up 
to drinking, men and women alike, until they fell to 
the ground in a stupor from which they did not wake 
for three days. The sight suggested a village stricken 
by the plague from which the living had fled. The 
cattle were in their pens for three whole days and 
nights without either food or water, lowing with 
hunger and parched with thirst in -this hot land. 
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. distressed and homeless Japanese. 
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Lesson for. May 18 
2 Kings 18 to 20; Isaiah, chaps 36 to 38 


“In that large village of one hundred and seventeen 
homes there were only five children. Seeing a great 
number of small huts around the village and some dis- 
tance from it I inquired what they were for. I was 
told that they were for widows and unmarried daugh- 
ters. Thither all and sundry resorted and without 
shame. : : 

“It was a ramshackle, disreputable village occupied 
by a drunken, sterile, and loathsome people. : 

“On the 29th of April last, five years after, I vis- 
ited this village again—It was Sunday morning when 
i arrived. A man had been posted on a hill to signal 
the first sight of our coming with the church horn. 

hen about a mile and a half from Manakana_the 

rocession of two hundred Christians met me. They 
iterally flung themselves upon me pouring out a tor- 
rent of greetings and affection. Then they burst into 
song, and thus we crossed the river and mounted to 
the village. What an amazing change. All the old 
houses have gone, replaced by respectable dwellings of 
brick. There was not a single dirty, ragged garment 
to be seen among the worshipers. .Their faces were 
beautifully clean. Drinking had long since ceased 
among them, and the disgusting huts also had dis- 
appeared. On that Sunday in 1918 we worshiped in a 
miserable little bamboo structure; to-day there is 
a large brick church capable of holding three hun- 
dred people. The people were excited, and I soon 
learned the. reason. There were sixty-three people 
to be baptized, and they had put off the great event 
until my arrival.” s 


When the news of the earthquake reached Amoy, 
China, an anti-Japanese boycott committee metamor- 
phosed itself into a brotherhood committee and voted 
two thousand dollars (Mexican) for relief. This ac- 
tion seems to have had a Christian background, for 
Mr. E. R. Bull, who reports it, says, “Relations be- 
tween the governments may become strained, but Chris- 
tians treat each other as gentlemen.” Certainly very 
considerable amounts have been raised by Chinese 
Christians in the coast cities for this end. The Hsu 
Min, a Chinese steamer, loaded with provisions from 


‘the Chinese and American community, was one of the 


first to arrive in Japan, the coolies working well into 
the night to load her, and refusing to take a penny 


- for their labor. 


Sympathetic repercussions from the great disaster 


‘have been felt in the erstwhile cannibal, now Chris- 
tian, communities of the Congo. 
- tion. of the Disciples mission, a vesper service was 
“called Sunday, November 4. The 


At Bolenge, the sta- 


beloved pastor, 
Mark Njoji, made a heartfelt appeal for gifts for the 
The calamity was 
described with African expansiveness, and after a 
full-throated singing of the hymn, 

“J will tell all people, all people, all people, 

I will tell all people the news of life,” 


the whole congregation surged forward with their 
gifts to the communion table. Not one failed to give 
something, from the poor widow who cast in her 
whole living of a centime piece to the mite of a girl 
hardly .as tall as the table who brought a bundle of 
onions. One hundred and eight francs had come out 
af these mud and thatch hpuses for the distressed ones 
on the other side of the.earth! 


A thousand girls were burnt to death in the Tokyo 
Yoshiwara at the time of the earthquake, as their 
keepers shut the doors to prevent escape to freedom. 
One would think that such an occurrence would make 
it impossible ever to rebuild the hideous quarter. Yet 
the forces of evil are determined to re-establish it in 
spite of the united protest of the Christian churches, 
and some of the first barracks erected have been turned 
over to these uses. Now comes the news that a Chris- 
tian member of the Japanese. Parliament has intro- 
duced a bill for the abolition of the whole system of 
licensed prostitution. There are twenty-two Chris- 
tian members of the Diet. These at least can be re- 
lied on to support the measure. 


Recent Archeology and the Book of Daniel.— 
Why are the critics so determined—and without a 
shred of direct evidence—to push the book of Daniel 
into” the second century B. ©.? : 

Because the ninth of Daniel contains the great 
evangelic prophecy, the prophecy which explains the 
hushed expectancy of the world at Christ’s- coming; 
which is back of Andrew’s “we have found the Mes- 
siah” ; of John Baptist’s “but that He should be mani- 
fest in Israel”; of Simeon’s “thy salvation which 
thou hast prepared”; of Anna’s vision of “redemption 
in Jerusalem” ; of the Magi’s “where is He that is born 
king”; of our Lord’s “the time is fulfilled; the King- 
dom of Heaven is at hand.’ All these anticipations 
ran back to the true and precise prophecy of.the four 
hundred and ninety years, and if rationalism can stran- 
gle this prophecy by late-dating it, it will have gone 
a long way towards discrediting the Eternal Christ, 
its fulfilment. 

It is for this and many other reasons that one wel- 
comes the new and powerful literature of defense 
which has risen up about this book. Professor R. D. 
Wilson’s “Studies in the Book of Daniel” cleared 
the field wonderfully. The splendid articles now run- 
ning in the Princeton Review and eventually to ap- 
pear in book form abound in powerful sword-play 
which few would care to stand up against. Mean- 
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while a new volume from England, “In and Around 
the Book of Daniel,” by Charles Boutflower (The 
Macmillan Co., New York, $4), throws ‘to the critics 
another file to gnaw on. Its strength lies in the ob- 
jective archeological evidence which it marshals. It 
is striking, for example, to learn that the very throne 
room where Belshazzar held his feast (with the semi- 
circular dais where the monarch reclined before his 
nobles) has been laid bare by the excavations of 
Koldeway. The “plaister on the wall,” a white gyp- 
sum, is still to be seen. The Ionic (Asian Greek) 
decorations of this same throne room constitute a 
solid refutation of Driver’s notion that Daniel “must” 
have been written when Greek civilization controlled 
Jerusalem (164 B. C.) because it contains the names 
of a few Greek musical instruments. In Boutflower’s 
tables is a list of ten different allusions on cylinders or 
tablets. to contacts between Greek and Babylonian civ- 
ilizations before Daniel’s day! 

Inscriptions repeatedly confirm Daniel’s picture of 
Nebuchadnezzar as a royal builder. The metaphor of 
the great tree in Daniel 4:10, 11 is strikingly paral- 
leled in an inscription of Nebuchadnezzar which reads, 
“Under her [Babylon’s] everlasting shadow I gathered 
all men in peace.” The Wady Brissa inscription shows 
the King of Babylon himself ‘cutting the Lebanon 
cedars and his interest in “the mighty cedars in the 
forest of Lebanon which I cut down and assigned for 
temple adornment” makes the tree dream of the mon- 
arch a very natural one. It is also a striking fact that 
the later inscriptions of Nebuchadnezzar’s reign, as 
one would expect from his contact with his God-fear- 
ing vizier, became increasingly monotheistic. 





Education and Regeneration 





President Eliot is hailed as a great educator, 
and that he has built up an extraordinarily 
effective educational agency is without ques- 
tion. By means of it men are splendidly fitted 
for their professions. The material which is 
handed over to this agency is of the best, 
the product of hundreds of Christian homes. 
But supposing one conceived of education 
as something larger than the training of the 
intellect. Supposing instead of the educa- 
tional material which has poured into his 
hopper autumn after autumn for fifty years 
President Eliot had been given material 
drawn directly from the degraded tribes of 
the Congo or from the equally degraded 
pilgrim mobs at Benares or Muttra. What 
could he have made of such? In the past 
he has spoken disparagingly enough of “con- 
version.” But “conversion” is doing daily 
what he and those of his opinion are pow- 
erless to do. And this often on.a very large 
scale, as in the India and Korea of our time. 
“The new religion will not teach that 
character is likely to be suddenly changed,” 
he told the gathered ministers at the Harvard 
Summer School of Religion in 1909. But 
the old religion does so teach, and proves it 
with no end of concrete cases. 











Other Evidence Regarding Daniel.—“The higher 
criticism of the Bible is taught in all but one of the 
Protestant seminaries in the Northern states,” re- 
ports the president of the American Unitarian Asso- 
ciation. Yet we are not sure but that even so the 
truth is amply guarded by the honorable exception, 
so complete is the impression of impregnability one 
gets from a perusal of Professor Wilson’s treatises. 
The historical existence of Daniel is testified to in 
three distinct references by his contemporary Ezekiel 
(14:14, 20; 28:3, “Though these three men, Noah, 
Daniel, and Job were in it . . . Behold thou art wiser 
than Daniel: there is no secret that they can hide from 
thee”). It is inconceivable that a mythical person 
should be classified by Ezekiel with such revered per- 
sonalities as Noah and Job. The Persian words in 
Daniel support rather than antagonize the traditional 
date of Daniel’s composition. ‘Persian words occur 
where one would expect, in works of Persian times, 
and Daniel is one of these works.” If the book’ of 
Daniel sprang from the Maccabean era, how can one 
explain the absence of such historical stage proper- 
ties as the phalanx and the elephant, the characteristic 
military agencies of that era, and the presence of the 
horses and chariots of Persian warfare? 

The dependence of Zechariah on Daniel is obvious, 
and Zechariah wrote almost in Dahiel’s day. The 
prayer of Nehemiah is also couched ‘in the phrases 
of Daniel. The testimony of Josephus ‘to Daniel’s 
historicity cannot be overvalued, and Josephus recounts 
how when Alexander the Great came to Jerusalem 
one hundred and sixty-five years before the critics’ 
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date he was actually showed the book of Daniel by the 
high priest Jaddua, certain prophecies of which were 
alleged to be fulfilled in the Greek conqueror. 

The attempt to place Daniel in the period of pseud- 
epigraphic literature because of resemblances in the 
Book of Enoch to Daniel's imagery is a hopeless de- 
vice of pseudocriticism. The Book of Enoch simply 
borrows from the ancient book of Daniel. 

Objection after objection is rebutted by Professor 
Wilson with a completeness and wealth of learning 
which leaves nothing to be desired. The whole church 
has reason to be proud of and thankful for Princeton 
Seminary, its professors, and the admirable Prince- 
ton Review. 


, Reconnoitering in the Sudan.—Swedish Lutherans 
in the United States are planning a pioneer mission 
in interior Africa and have sent Mr. Ralph Hult to 
look for an unentered field. This he has found in 
the Shari-Chad country, and writes of it in the “Mos- 
lem World.” It lies to the southeast of Lake Chad 
and is perhaps the most nearly central point in all 
Africa. The Saras are a promising African people, 
—strong, industrious, stil! pagan, with an aversion 
to Islam because of past sufferings at the hands of 
slave raiders. This advantage, however, tends to dis- 
appear as the memories of Moslem cruelty fade away. 

The French officials welcomed Mr. Hult, remarking, 
“These fine people ought to become. Christians,” for 
they are beginning to realize that Moslem Negroes 
are far more accessible to insurrectionist propaganda 
than Christian Negroes are. The country is fertile 
and not overpopulated: The great difficulty is the 
jungle of dialects which are spoken. Jt is a sort of 
philological Sargasso sea. Professor Du Plessis, who 
has traveled there, describes this diversity of speech 
among those living cheek by jowl as one of the most 
astounding linguistic phenomena of Africa. Think 
of fifteen languages and dialects in as many wards 
of the larger towns. 

The people are accessible, even those touched with 
Mohammedanism. One chief greeted Mr. Hult with 
the words, “For five years I and my people have been 
looking up this road to see when the teacher of the 
way to Allah should come. .We have heard the name 
of Allah, but we do not know how to speak to him.” 
Another chief, noticing Mr. Hult’s seedy mount, gave 
him a splendid Bindere horse, saying, “You entered 
my town on a little pagan pony, but I can’t have a 
servant of Allah leave my town on such a horse.” 
When Mr. Hult demurred he- replied, “The horse ‘is 
not given to you, but to Allah. If you as Allah’s 
servant refuse to accept it I will order jt to be led into 
the bush and left tied for the wild beasts.” Thi 
Shari-Logon Valley, concludes Mr. Hult, might well 
be called the Mesopotamia of the Sudan. It is one 
of _ most promising fields for Sudanese missions 
to-day. 


Chemnitz is the great manufacturing city of 
“Red” Saxony, and a hotbed of revolutionary social- 
ism. A Lutheran clergyman, Mr. Gilbert, has been 
holding evangelistic meetings there which have called 
forth the following remarks from the Volkstimme, 
the socialist newspaper of the city: 


“Never has the Zoblitzer church held such audi- 
ences as recently. They have come from near and 
far, armed with campchairs and hassocks, for there 
have not been seats enough in the building for those 
who wanted to listen. The aisles have been crowded, 
and repeatedly people have been carried out in a faint. 
It ‘was interesting to observe how people who never 
go into a church have swarmed hither to listen to 
this new Abraham-a-Santa-Clara. Where is the psy- 
chological explanation for the fact that in an age which 
calls itself enlightened a clever pulpiteer can attract 
such crowds? Is it curiosity or stupidity or real need 
of heart? In any case it shows once more that we 
have made a great mistake in underestimating the spir- 
itual power of the church.” 


Father Karrer, a prominent German Jesuit; has just 
been received into the national evangelical church of 
Bavaria. The study of Augustine led him to Luther 
and Luther brought him to free grace. 


Professor Valleton, of the University of Mont- 
pellier, is quoted in the Paris Temps of January 19 
as affirming that “the arguments which support the 
evolutionary theory—of which the legend of the 
simian origin of man is but a caricature —have for 
the most part neither solidity nor even reality. We 
know nothing about the origin of life nor about that 
of living beings.” He speaks of it as “a convenient 
and pleasant theory, but one which explains nothing.” 
The Temps in comment adds, “We know not whence 
we have come or whither we go. Nothing is in sight 
which allows us to hope that we shall ever know. 
Each day we learn that we were deceived the eve- 
ning before, and that we are in danger of being de- 
ceived on the morrow.” 


The Contributions of the United Free Church of 
Scotland to foreign missions in 1922 — congregational 
collections, donations, legacies, interests, everything — 
was £212,000. The amount raised on the field in gifts, 
school fees, hdspital fees, government grants, and the 
like, was £211,000. So neariy does the field respond to 
the generosity of the home church! 


New Hampton, N. H. 
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ISAIAH AND THE ASSYRIAN CRISIS _ | 











International Uniform Lesson.—2 Kings 18 to 20; Isaiah 36 to 38 


Golden Text.—God is our refuge and strength, 
A very present help in trouble.—Psa. 46: I 








The Lesson Applied 
By W. Irving Carroll, D.D. 


First 

What Hezekiah did in a great and terrible CRISIS! 
He “Spread it before the Lord’! It was a letter, but 
the “act” is eloquent! Then a wonderful prayer! 

Isaiah 37: 14-20, 1. That Name of God, “O Lord 
of HOSTS” (v. 16); 2. “That dwellest between the 
cherubim” (v. 16), over the Ark of the Covenant 
where the atonement BLOOD was sprinkled; 3. The 
one God over all, “Thou alone” and the Creator (v. 
16); 4. The request to be heard (v. 17); 5. The re- 
cital (not denial) of facts and the explanation of 
faith (vs. 18, 19); 6. The cry, “Save us from his 
i (v. 20); 7 And all to the glory of God (v. 
20 . 


Psalm 46:1, “God is our refuge, a very present 


help.” Psalm 37: 5, 6, “COMMIT thy way unto the Lord, 
and HE shgll ‘bring to pass” (omit the “it’). 
7 ; i 


_ Second 
The SOVEREIGNTY of God! The interplay of 


_God’s will amid the intricate complexity of human 


affairs, 
Isaiah 37: 21-25, Seven “I’s” and “My’s” of Sen- 


‘nacherib in verses 24, 25! But in verses 26-29, God 


uses some “I’s”! And adds, “I will put my hook in 
thy nose, and my bridle in thy lips, and I will turn 
thee back”! Isaiah 10: 5-15, “O Assyrian, the rod 
of MINE anger, and the staff in their hand is MINE 
indignation.” “Shall the axe boast itself against him 
that heweth therewith?” Genesis 50:20, “Ye thought 
evil; . . . but God meant it unto good, to bring to 


pass.” 
Third 

The great miracle! And that TWICE told at length 
2 Kings 19), and VERBATIM! (Except verse 36.) 
“The zeal of the Lord of HOSTS will perform this”! 
And these .words occur ONLY in this instance, and in 
Isaiah 9:6, 7! And observe not “An” angel but 
“THE angel of the Lord”! Who was he? (Exod. 
3: 1-6, tela) Never “The” angel in the New Tes- 
tament (R. V.). 

Isaiah 37: 30-37, Then in verse 38 Sennacherib’s 
eath, as in verses 6, 7! “The Lord of hosts” is one 
of the seven great names of God in the Old Testa- 
ment, used FIRST in 1 Samuel 1:3. If, as the de- 
structive critics say, the Pentateuch was of late date, 
written when this name was generally in use, WH 
does it never ONCE occur in the Pentateuch? 

MarsHatt, TEx. 


The Message of the Lesson 
By the Rev. W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 


I. The Scripture To Be Read 


The Trial of Faith (vs. 1-3). The presence of the 
enemy was due to the fact that payment of tribute 
was not enough. He wanted possession of the land 
and city. He was on his way to Egypt, and if de- 
feated there, Jerusalem at his rear would be danger- 
ous. So the message of chapter 36 was sent with its 
threats, promises, and derision. But Hezekiah did the 
best possible thing and put the matter before God, 
who sent word to his servant. Then came a small war 
against Libnah and a report about Egypt which led 
to another letter, this time without threats and only 
with a remonstrance, appealing to facts and urging 
the absurdity of trusting in Jehovah. This appeal of 
“sweet reasonableness,” based on worldly prudence, 
was a severe test, especially as Hezekiah, even though 
good, was weak. 


The Refuge of Faith (vs. 14-20). But again Heze- 
kiah did the wise thing. He sought God’s counsel. 
The place of prayer was evidently a familiar spot. 
He had been there before. He read the letter and 
then “spread it before the Lord.” “Have we trials 
—?” Let us “take them to the Lord in prayer.” Mark 
the king’s knowledge of God’s character as the God 
of power (v. 16).- He faced the facts (v. 18), but he 
knew God was able to deliver. 


The Seal of Faith (vs. 21-35). The prayer was 
honored, the desire granted, and protection was as- 
sured. These verses are striking in their dramatic 

wer, but\difficult to follow. Verses 22 and 23 are 

"s message to Assyria. Verses 24 and 25 record 
Assyria’s boast. Then, with a sudden thange, it is 
shown that all this was God’s doing (vs. 25-27, the 
“I” is God), and the result would be a check to the 
arrogance (vs. 28, 290). The king of Judah is then 


Devotional Reading: Psalm 46. 
Primary Topic: How God Answered a Letter. 
Lesson Material: Isaiah 37: 14-23, 33-35- 
Memory Verse: Jehovah is on my side; I will not fear.— 
Janice Tonic + look the Boastful Ass: 
unior ic: Isaiah and ian. 
Lesson Material ; Isaiah 37: 14-36. is 
Memory Verses: Psalm 46: 1-3. 


Cae Senior Topic: How Isaiah’s Faith Saved a 
Topic for Young People and Adults: Isaiah’s Service to His 











The_ portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lessen helps is 
Isaiah, 37 : 14, 21-23, 29, 33-36 


37:14 And Hezekiah received the letter from the hand 
of the messengers, and read it; and Hezekiah went up unte 
the house of Jehovah, and spread it before Jehovah. 


21 Then Isaiah the son of Amoz sent unto Hezekiah, say- 
ing, Thus saith Jehovah, the God of Israel, Whereas thou 
hast prayed to me against Sennacherib king of Assyria, 
2z this is the word which Jehovah hith spoken concerning 
him: The virgin daughter of Zion hath despised thee and 
laughed thee to scorn; the daughter of Jerusalem hath 
shaken her head 1 at thee. 23 Whom hast thou defied and 
blasphemed? and against whom hast thou exalted thy voice 
and lifted up thine eyes on high? even against the Holy 
One of Israel. 


29 Because of thy raging against me, and because 2 thine 
arrogancy is come up into mine ears, therefore will I put 
my hook in thy nose, and my bridle in thy lips, and I 
will turn thee back by the way by which thou camest. 

33 Therefore thus saith Jehovah concerning the king of 
Assyria, He shall not come unto this city, nor shoot an 
arrow there, neither shall he come before it with shield, 
nor cast up a mound against it. 34 By the way that he 
came, by the same shall he return, and he shall not come 
unto this city, saith Jehovah. 35 For I will defend this 
city to save it, for mine own sake, and for my servant 
David's sake. 

36 And the angel of Jehovah went forth, and smote in 
the camp of the Assyrians a hundred and fourscore and 
five thousand; and when men arose early in the morning, 
behold, these were all dead bodies. ‘ 


1 Heb. after. 2Or, thy careless ease : 
American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








given a Divine pledge first, of recovery of the land 8 
30-32), and second, of deliverance from Assyria (vs. 
33-35). There is no passage so striking as this with 
its changes of address to-Assyria and Judah. 

The Deliverance of Faith (vs. 36-38). The result 
was immediate and startling, unexpected and entire 
deliverance through some supernatural interposition 
(v. 36), followed by forced withdrawal (v. 37), and 
iain a terrible end for the king of Assyria 

Vv. 3 ° 


Il. The Graded Topics 


1. Intermediate and Senior: How Isaiah’s Faith 
Saved a City. (1) The test was severe. Few things 
are more plausible than an a to facts and com- 
mon sense. There was much force in the plea (vs. 11- 
13, 18, 19), and it was exactly calculated to shake 
Hezekiah’s faith, because it seemed so _ natu- 
ral and prudent. (2) But the training was val- 
uable. Assyria had overlooked the one _ factor, 
God, and it was this that Isaiah specially had to em- 
phasize. Assyria was flushed with power, Hezekiah 
was weak and alone, and there was only the prophet’s 
word. It was a real crisis. Is trust in God folly or 
wisdom? This was the question. (3) Then came the 
triumph. Judah was delivered, the prophet was vindi- 
cated, and Hezekiah was confirmed in his confidence 
in God, as indicated by his appeal in prayer. 

2. Young People and Adults: Isaiah’s Service to 
His Country. The prophets had several rdles to fill. 
(1) They were advisers to the king, being always near 
to tell the monarch of God’s will. (2) They were 
recorders of the history. These chapters (36 and 37) 
are identical with 2 Kings’ 18 and 19, the latter being 
pretty certainly copied from the prophetic records. 
(3) Above all, the prophets were patriots who were 
taught of God what was for the best interests of their 
country. When Hezekiah in his weakness quailed be- 
fore Assyria (2 Kings 18:14), Isaiah was fearless 
and denounced Shebna the king’s adviser (Isa, 22: 
15-25). On another occasion, the king’s political ad- 
visers thought it would be good policy to unite with 
Egypt against Assyria, but Isaiah was strongly op- 
posed to this and all other “entangling alliances” (Isa, 


(30: 2-7, 15), and urged trust in God. It was this de- 


pendence on the invisible that marked all Isaiah’s ac- 
tions. The world says seeing is believing, but the 
Christian knows that believing is seeing. Isaiah is 
noteworthy for his convictions and courage, and these 
were based on confidence in God. ‘The key is found in 
his conversion (Isa. 6), when he had a personal ex- 


os 
perience of God and a Divine commission to do the 
work to which he had been called. 
Ill. The Golden Text 
Psalm 46 is thought to commemorate Sennacherib’s 


defeat. Verse 1 tells of three things that God is to 
his people. 


_1. Refuge. God and the past. A shelter from our 
sins and mistakes. 


2. Strength. God and the present. Power in our 


weaknesses and protection in our peril. 


3. Help. God and the future. In the fact of our 
fears and in view of all possible emergencies. The 
French version of “a very present help” is delightfully 
suggestive: “very easy to find.” 


IV. Devotional Reading 


This Psalm was called “the Marseillaise of the Ref- 
ormation.” When Melanchthon was depressed, Luther 
would say, “Come, Philip, let us sing the forty-sixth 
Psalm,”. and one of the noblest utterances of man 
Christianity is Luther’s paraphrase of this Psalm: 
Ein feste burg ist wiser. Gott—“A strong tower is 
our God.” Carlyle’s version of it is in several of our 
hymn-books. Few, if any, psalms have been more used 
on occasions of national crises, and Byron describes 
the occasion in his well-known poem, “The Assyrian 
came down like the wolf on the fold.” 

1. Confidence amid convulsions (vs. 1-3). 

2. Consciousness of God’s presence (vs. 4-7). 

3. Courage about the future (vs. 8-11). 


Mark the refrain, verses 7 and 11, (1) The God 
of Providence (Jehovah of hosts). (2) The God of 
grace (“God of Jacob”). And “Selah” (vs. 3, 7, 11) 
means, “Mark this,” or equivalent to our “N. B.,” 
calling special attention to the truth. Therefore we 
are to be strong and to “be still,” because we trust in 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


MASE a list of the kings of Judah who began their 
reigns at twenty-five years or under. How many 
on this list can we call “good” kings? 

2. Can you name the kings during whose reigns 
Isaiah prophesied? 

3. What was the religious condition 6f Judah when 
Hezekiah began his reign? 

4. What does “Nehushtan” mean, and why did Heze- 
kiah give the old wilderness. serpent of brass that 
name? (2 Kings 18:4.) Has there been any relic 
worship in the world since that time? Is there a sug- 
gestion in this incident that Christ needed to ‘be “made 
sin” for us but once? 

_5. What was the total tribute Hezekiah paid the 
king of Assyria, and was there any reason why he 
should have done so? 

6. How could Rab-shakeh speak Hebrew, under- 
stood by all the curious listeners-in on the wall of 
Jerusalem? 

7. Compare Sennacherib’s defiance of Jehovah with 
that of the Pharaoh of the Exodus. Note the answer 
each received, in the working of God’s power, by di- 
rect miracle. 

8. Why did Eliakim plead that Sennacherib’s insult- 
ing message be spoken in the Syrian language? And 
why the promise of the two thousand horses if the 
Hebrews could do their part to set riders upon them? 

6. How old was Hezekiah at this time —the time 
of Sennacherib’s invasion? How old— about — must 
Isaiah have 

10. Do we know of Sennacherib from Assyrian 
archeology? Do his own inscriptions resemble ac- 
counts of him here in the Bible? 

11. Does he speak of Hezekiah. Does he ever say 
he captured Jerusalem? 

12, Do you see how Sennacherib’s whole idea was 
that Jehovah was only one of many “national” gods? 

13. Do not people generally relate a man to his God? 
Ought we not be careful that we give no “occasion to 
the enemies of the Lord to blaspheme”? 

14. Could you now in the light of your own experi- 
ence, or in the light of Hezekiah’s experience, tell 
Sennacherib a way to take Jerusalem? 

15: Did God make the whole machinery of the solar 
system reverse itself in order to give Hezekiah his 
“sien”? How was that miracle like, and how differ- 
ent from, the causing of the sun and moon to stand 
still for Joshua? What was the dial of Ahaz? 
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Lesson for May 18 
2 Kings 18 to 20; Isaiah, chaps 96 to 38 


16. Is it right for faith to ask a sign from God? 

17. What great classic of English poetry celebrates 
—e vengeance on the blasphemirig Assyrian 
ruler , 

18. Hezekiah had no heir at the time of his pre- 
dicted death. What then would have become of. the 
“Highway of the Seed” of the Messiah if Hezekiah 
had died? If the sickness was of Satan, why should 
Isaiah, Jehovah’s prophet, have announced it? 


19. Contrast the characters of Hezekiah and Isaiah. 


20. How is verse 19 of 2 Kings 20 a key to the life 
of Hezekiah? 


21. How does trial test, train, and strengthen faith? 


22. Distinguish between the prayer of faith and 
faith in prayer. 

23. State and justify Isaiah’s national policy. 

24. How can we account for Isaiah’s attitude? 

25. Would Isaiah’s attitude be possible to-day? If 
not, why not 

26. What lesson does Hezekiah’s course teach us 
about relating God to our health? To our cor- 
respondence? To our problems? 

27. Whose words are these: “The zeal of Jehovah 
shall perform this”? 

28. Do you see where the versification is changed so 


Isaiah 37 has thirty-eight verses and 2 Kings 19 thirty- 
seven ? 
+ 4 


Getting Started in Class 
By Howard A. Banks 


HRISTIANS are to-day engaged in a warfare 

against God’s and their enemies in two realms — 
the Seen and the Unseen. The same was true of God’s 
people of old. To understand the strategic value of 
prayer in conducting this warfare is of vital import- 
ance. The dramatis personnae of this lesson includes 
three enemy “kings” and Jehovah’s king, Hezekiah. 
When the king of Assyria besieged the Holy City, 
Hezekiah feared and prayed, and God through the 
prophet Isaiah answered and sent deliverance. When 
the “King of Terrors,” Death, summoned Hezekiah to 
surrender his life, Hezekiah feared and prayed, and 
God ‘through Isaiah answered and sent a fifteen-year 
new lease on life. But when the king of Babylon 
sent a flattering letter and presents, Hezekiah forgot 
either to fear or pray, and God through Isaiah sent 
a dire proenecy of Jerusalem’s ultimate deliverance 
to Babylon whose envoys had been given such an un- 
necessary opportunity to feast greedy eyes upon Judah’s 
riches. As the Prince of the Power of the Air, know- 


_ing that his time is shortening, multiplies his wiles in 
“order to ensnare the people of 


God, there is need to 
realize in an utterly new way that there is no circum- 
stance in our life or work that we should not take 
to God in prayer. 


PHILADELPHIA, 
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This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, B.D., Ph.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





Tue Law or Aim.—Every lesson and teach- 
ing process is conditioned and determined by the 
aim of teacher and pupil. 











HE wording of the title of the general lesson 

raises in itself some question as to the aim of the 
lesson. Strictly it would seem to be to show the re- 
lation of the prophet Isaiah to the Assyrian crisis in 
Judah during the reign of Hezekiah. Just why Isaiah 
should be emphasized in this crisis more than Heze- 
kiah is not clear unless the aim is to make the study 
fecus upon the prophet. The lessons which follow would 
seem to lend color to this supposition. So the aim 
may be a character study of the great prophet or the 
story of his career. This aim, of course, could be 
made more inclusive by supplementing the account 
with practical applications to our own lives either in- 
cidental to the story as it runs or as a summary at 
the close. 

Again the aim may be to follow through the history 
of Judah from where we left her in the last lesson 
under Joash, through her several kings, — either half- 
hearted or apostate in relation to Jehovah, down to 
Hezekiah who seems sincerely devoted to his God and 
so entirely different from his idolatrous father. With 
this aim in mind the Assyrian crisis may be studied 
for its own sake as an event in the on-going history 
of this people of God, and Hezekiah’s reign can fall 
into its place in the history of Judah. 

This event offers also the opportunity of making a 
study of the life or character of Hezekiah similar to 
the one suggested for Isaiah, although it seems that 
this is not suggested to us especially. His career, how- 
ever, offers not only in the instance of this crisis, 
but in other experiences, a basis for a study on prayer, 
and the Golden Text may be made the foundation upon 
which a study of God’s deliverances through prayer 


- 
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may be made. The aim therefore may center about 
either of the two great characters who figure in the 
crisis, the crisis itself, or the spiritual truth revealed 
in the crisis. 


Huntinopon, Pa, 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Hezekiah and Nehemiah.—Hezekiah received the 
letter... and spread it before Jehovah (v. 14). And 
in this statement you should know your Hezekiah. 
You may remember that one time Nehemiah got a 
word from a ruler and he did the very same thing 
(Neh. 2:1-4). In that you knew your Nehemiah. 
When you find a present-day Hezekiah or Nehemiah 
who takes all his troubles and anxieties and spreads 
them before Jehovah you will know your Hezekiah 
and Nehemiah pretty well. Both Hezekiah and Ne- 
hemiah were successful in their undertakings. So 
will every fellow be who will follow the H. and N. 
plan. The trouble with most of us is that we are 
so very smart and so unspeakably proud of our smart- 
ness. For example, how many stories have you ever 
read (I like love stories, don’t you?) where the girl 
when she got a proposal from Paul ever went up- 
stairs and spread it before the Lord? Our story 
waiters aim to picture contemporary life. Our girls, 
as a rule, don’t handle this most tremendous crisis in 
their lives in consultation with Heaven. All sorts 
of nostrums haye been suggested as a cure for our 
matrimonial evils. How about this for a “poultice” 
or “spread”? How many business men spread the 
ominous letter before the Lord? Lots of business 
men, yea, Christian business men at that, when they 
get the portentous letter that presages trouble, if not 
disaster, fold their hands behind their backs and pace 
up and down the floor like the black cat in the A‘sop 
Fables. How would it be to “lock the door” and take 
the letter and spread the same before the Lord? That 
is to say, fold the hands in front and “be still and 
know that I am God.” The strongest and stmartest 
and boldest men are, in spite of themselves, but com- 
mon clay after all. And God knows how to handle 
the clay. 


Our Girls.—The daughter of Jerusalem hath shaken 
her head at thee (v. 22). When the daughter of old 

quedunk begins to shake her head at thee it is time 
for thee to begin scanning the advertising “Help 
Wanted — Males” of the city newspapers to see if 
thee can pick up a job. You must hunt a place where 
you are not so well and unfavorably known. Or, what 
is better, get a new heart, change your mode of life, 
and move into a position where Heaven can do some- 
thing for you. All this lovely morning I have been 
floating up and down Fifth Avenue with the short- 
skirted daughters of New York. I have been enter- 
taining myself window shopping and listening to the 
twitter and the giggle of the carefree little birds of 
the sunshine. Yet if those idle, heedless, and uncon- 
cerned little promenaders could be gathered together 
in that great Metropolitan Opera House and a man 
should come out on the stage to speak to them on any 
subject this very crowd of the daughters of New York 
would size him up so completely for what he really 
was there would be no amendments or corollaries. 
How do they do it? Nobody knows. It is an addi- 
tional sense. Woman seems to be born that way. And 
so woe to you, oh, man, when the daughter of “Jeru- 
salem” begins head shaking upon your account! Oh, 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 

the year may be had from The Sunday School Times 

Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


1. April 6—The Kingdom Rent Asunder 
1 Kings 12:1 to 16:28 
. April 13.—Elijah and the Struggle With Baal. 
1 Kings 16 : 29 to 19 : 21; chap. 21; 2 Kings 1:1 to 2:12 
3. April 20.—Elisha: Teacher and Statesman 
1 Kings 19: 15-21; 2 Kings 2 to 10; 13 : 14-21 
Or, Easter Lesson.—The Risen Christ ..... Mark 16: 1-15 
4. April 27.—Amos and Hosea Pleading for Righteousness 
(Temperance Lesson.) ...... Books of Amos and Hosea 
§. May 4.—The Assyrian Exile of Israel ..2 Kings 11 to 17 


XN 


. 6. May 11.—Jehoiada’s Victory Over Baal 


1 Kings 14:21 to 1§ : 24; 22; 2 Kings 11 and 12 
7. May 18.—Isaiah and the Assyrian Crisis 
2 Kings 18 to 20; Isaiah, chaps. 36 to 38 
8. May 25.—Jeremiah and the Babylonian Crisis 
Jeremiah 7 : 1-26; 9:1-9; 15:1-10; 18: 1-123 25 : 1-14; 
26 3 1-24; 36: 1-32; 38 : 1-28 
9. June 1.—The Babylonian Exile of Judah 
2 Kings 21 to 25; 2 Chronicles 36 
10. June 8.—Ezekiel Encourages the Exiles 
Psalm 137: 1-6; Ezekiel 34 
June 15.—The Return and the Rebuilding of the Temple 
Ezra 1, 3 to 6 
12. June 22.—Reforms Under Ezra and Nehemiah 
Ezra 7 to 10; Nehemiah 5, 8, 13 
13. June 29.—Review: Rehoboam to Nehemiah 
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yes, I know that sometimes some little fool runs off 
and marries the town scamp, but one swallow does not 
make a summer. Yes, a good girl, now and then 
draws a blank matrimonially. Yet the fact remains 
that the young man the girls shake their heads at — 
in modern phrase —the man the girls “have it in for,” 
sooner or later turns out to be a “lemon.” Moral.— 
Order your life so that every noble girl can admire 
you and honor you with her friendship, — for be sure 
of this,— maidenly instinct is dead sure to take your 
measure (Prov. 4: 7-9). 


God’s Way With “Assyrians.”—The angel of Je- 
hovah went forth, and smote ... Assyrians (v. 36). 
“When a man’s ways please the Lord he maketh even 
his enemies to be at peace with him,” is one of the 
Corner’s favorite promises (Prov. 16:7). And, pray, 
what can be more peaceful than a dead enemy? Many 
a Hezekiah has been amazed at the smiting of his 
“Assyrians.” A death at the right time has saved 
many a good cause. “What this town needs is a few 
funerals,” is a frequent exclamation in Squedunk. 
There is no more dangerous occupation on earth, not 
even a job down the Brandywine in DuPont's powder 
works, than going up against God’s people. Have you 
never wondered why America is Protestant with 
Catholic France grabbing her at the North, Catholic 
Spain grabbing her at the South, Catholic Baltimore 
coming in at the middle, and Rome drawing a ring 
around her from the Great Lakes to the Gulf? If 
you want some really worth while summer reading 
get Parkman’s histories. You can spend the warm 
days amid cool Northern Lakes and in sweet piney 
forests and be thrilled by the exciting events of “God's 
country” in the making. It was the time when the 
angel of the Lord was driving out the “Assyrians.” 
General William Booth came to the throne in “Dark- 
est England,” and when with God’s help he began to 
be a blessing in that terrible Kingdom of White Chapel, 
the “Assyrians,” under the leadership of such, men as 
Professor Huxley, came up against him to spoil his 
reform, and you know what the angel of the Lord did. 
General Booth became one of England’s great ones. 
By the way, why did not those American multi-mil- 
lionaires who went back to England and Scotland and 
spent great sums for the glory of their native heath, 
slip a few thousand to this great man who, single- 
handed and alone, was saving the said native heath 
from a second Reign of Terror? 

CoaTESVILLE, Pa, 


Prophecy in This Lesson 
By Lewis Sperry Chafer 


HE narrative which relates the invasion into Is- 

rael’s borders and the defeat of Sennacherib, king 
of Assyria, is related in the historical records both of 
2 Kings and 2 Chronicles, and again in the prophetic 
book by Isaiah. In the Scriptures of the Old Testa- 
ment, historical facts are sometimes recorded in the 
Chronicles which have appeared before; but it is a 
strong emphasis indeed when a narrative is three times 
recorded in the Bible. 

Peculiar reality is lent to the ministry of the prophet 
Isaiah in these records. The sublime and timeless 
prophecies which form the greater part of the writ- 
ings of Isaiah tend to create the impression that the 


_writer was of another order of beings; but in this 


lesson and context, all of which should be considered, 
his everyday life and interests are disclosed. 

_Every word that Isaiah returned to King Heze- 
kiah was of prophetic significance, but was related to 
the immediate peril of Sennacherib’s invasion. So im- 
portant is this event and so helpful are the records 
of Jehovah’s grace toward Hezekiah that it has pleased 
God to include this material in the prophetic writ- 
ings of Isaiah. 

In Isaiah 37: 21 it is disclosed that all that Jehovah 
did was done because of Hezekiah’s prayer. It was 
a wonderful prayer; in view of its power, in the days 
when Jehovah was about to scatter the people in his 
righteous judgments, it should be carefully considered. 

Again in verse 35, Jehovah’s word is clear: “I will 
defend this city to save it for mine own sake, and for 
my servant David’s sake.” 

How great is the grace of Jehovah toward his peo- 
ple! How many troubles and sorrows might haye 
been spared them, and all to the pleasure of Jehovah, 
had they ir all their generations maintained the re- 
lation to him that is indicated in Hezekiah’s prayer 
and had they maintained the love for him that was 
in the heart of David. 

Datuas, TEx. 


“Radio-Active Texts,’ by Bishop Henry W. War- 
ren, is a beautiful little book giving inspiring com- 
ments on a series of light-giving Scripture passages. 
“The Word of God is living, and active, sharper than 
any two-edged sword, and piercing even to the di- 
viding of soul and spirit, of both joints and-marrow, 
and quick to discern the thoughts and intents of the 
heart.” It is issued in gift book style, art covers, 
with text in colors, and may be had from The Sun- 
day School Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, 
Philadelphia, at 25 cents, postpaid, 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustra- 
tions for this department; one dollar is 
paid for each illustration accepted, and 
two dollars for the best one each week, 
But readers are urged not to send anything 
without first securing and reading carefully 
a leaflet explaining the conditions of this 
department. The full list of the lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for 
ten cents in scenes. Failure to note the 
conditions means that good illustrations are 
constantly having to be rejected by the edi- 
tors, which might otherwise be available. 
Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the 
date of the lesson. 


Preference will be gives to illustrations on 
that ion of the lesson text indicated in 
the lesson list after the word “Print.” 


eS Se a Toe, Soe 
spec i. 
come “on the Golden Text are also needed. 
For December 21, on the optional 
Christmas lesson, not cn Zacchaeus. 


And We Can!—/nd Hezekiah received 
the letter from the hand of the messen- 
gers, and read it (Isa. 97: 14). What 
a grand thing to spread the letter before 
the Lord! A little boy who could not 
get satisfactory replies to his questions 
said to his mother, “I wish I could have 
five minutes with God.” Oh! what a 
flood of light, hush of peace, pulse of 
power, flush of gladness, does five min- 
utes with God give!—From Dr. W. L. 
Watkinson. Sent by W. R. Clark, Red- 
ruth, Eng. Prize dlustration. 


The Ladder.—-Hezckiah prayed «unto 
Jehovah (v. 15). Several years ago a 
noticeable cartoon appeared in an Amer- 
ican newspaper on Lincoln’s birthday. It 
represented a log cabin close to the base 
of a high mountain. On the mountain- 
top was shown the White House. Against 
the side of the mountain rested a ladder 
—its foot touching the cabin, its upper- 
most round reaching the mansion on the 
cliff. The cartoon was well named, “The 
ladder is still there.” It is a sermon in 
a sentence. The ladder that connects 
earth and heaven is “still there,” and we, 
too, may pray to as Hezekiah did, 
when we come to life’s crises.—From The 
Sunday School Times. Sent by the Rev. 
J. A. Clark, Elland, Yorks, Eng. 


A Christian Blessing. —Whom hast 
thou ‘“o and blasphemed? and against 
whom hast thou exalted thy voice and 
lifted up thine eyes on high? even against 
the Holy One of Israel (v. 23). It is 
said that at one time, in the State of 
Illinois the Republican party refused to 
nominate Colonel Robert G. Ingersoll as 
its candidate for governor because of his 
infidel belief. ome time afterwards, 
while traveling, Ingersoll threw out his 
challenge, “What has Christianity ever 
done for this country?” No one answer- 
ing, he repeated the question, “What has 
Christianity ever done for this country?” 
A quiet little woman, who had been silent, 
said, “It has kept Robert Ingersoll from 
being governor of Illinois.” The infidel 
was silenced.—Sent by J. J. Buell, Ma- 
sontown, Pa. 


His Personal Test.—God is our refuge 
and strength, a very present help in trou- 
ble (Golden Text). What provision has 
God made for sorrow in the experience 
of life? How can the shock be absorbed, 
lessened, overcome? It is good to re- 
member that Jesus was a “man of sor- 
rows and acquainted with grief.” He 
has experienced all that we pass through. 

know a specialist in the manufacture 
of auto springs who tested out the springs 
in the Red Cross ambulances by riding 
on the cots in the machines, over all 
sorts of roads and fields, at breakneck 
speed so that he might “know how they 
worked and if possible make them bet- 
ter.” It was the same thing Jesus did in 
the spiritual realm, by his ministry on 
earth. He knows the way we take. More 
than that, he cares!—From Ernest 
Bourner Allen, in the Christian Herald. 
i by W. J. Hart, D.D., Sandy Creek, 


Saved by the Lilies.—God is our ref- 
uge and strength, a very Bape ota help in 
trouble (Golden Text). the south of 
France tbe lily of the valley grows over 
wide fields and groves and brakes, mile 
upon mile, so that all the country is cov- 
éred with Lilies of the valley and smelling 
with their sweet, delicious odor. The 
hunting of the deer and the gazelle has 
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always to be stopped during that time of 
the lilies. Can you imagine why? Be- 
cause the scent of the lilies is so strong 
that the scent of the animal is entirely 
lost, and the dogs cannot trace it. Dur- 
ing the time of the lilies the deer and the 
gazelle can browse in perfect safety. All 
among the lilies they can wander with- 
out fear of the hound or the huntsman 
— protected by those gentle flowers, the 
lilies of the valley. And I think this 
beautiful fact may show you why we call 
Jesus “the Lily of the Valley.” Because 
where Jesus is we are safe, we can walk 
among those lilies and no hounds can 
reach us or track us. How wonderful 
it is that Jesus Christ protects us, not 
the methods of war, but by the Lily of 
eace!—From Dr. R. F. Horton. ent 
by W. R. Clark, Redruth, Eng. 


Enemy or Friend?—God is our refuge 
and sirengih, a@ very present help in trou- 
ble (Golden Text). I have been trying 
for two years to teach little Bill that 
the water is anxious to help him to swim, 
and he is positively convinced that it is 
trying to drown him. It is only after 
men have cast themselves in some d 
desperation into the “everlasting arms” 
that they discover their helping and hold- 
ing power. They are the only safe refuge 
for the sufferer and the sinner.—From 
Charles F. Goss, in “Just_a Minute.” 
Sent by Charles M. Neal, Dugger, Ind. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Heavenly 
Father, we thank thee for thy guarding 
care. Often we have faced perplexities and 
dangers through which we could see no 
safe way. And again and again thou hast 
gone before us to prepare the way. Thou 
hast held back with thy mighty hand the 
hosts of evil, and we are praising thee to- 
day for thy loving care. Forgive our fear- 
fulness, our lack of confidence. May we 
trust thee with a glad and eager trust, 
never doubting that thou art providing for 
our needs beyond anything we could ask. 
> thy dear name, Lord Jesus, we pray. 

men. 


After the Lesson.—A good many folks 
talk about trusting God, as though after 
everything else is tried, and we are re- 
duced to trusting him, then we simply 
must! But why not begin, continue, and 


end by trusting him? Not that we are 
to sit idly by and do nothing, unless he 
tells us to keep still, and just see what 
he is going to do. Usually God sets b 
tasks before us, and call us to wor! 
while we pray. But how futile our work 
unless he is working! If he is for us 
who can do the least thing mont us? 
Will you repeat the Golden Text? Do 
you believe that? A refuge when school 
roblems seem too great,—and_ home, 
usiness, church, yes, and national ques- 
tions too great for us? His might, his 
wisdom, his love,—all are for his trust- 
ing servants all along the way from 
start to finish. Don’t wait for the crisis 
to come! Trust him from the beginning 
—always! Let us pray. 





BEGIN 
CONTINUE PIN TRUSTING GOD 
END) 
WILL YOU? 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“O God our help in ages past.” 
“O my soul, bless thou Jehovah.” 
“Because He loved me so.” 

“Guide me, O Thou great Jehovah.” 
“Jesus, Lover of my soul.” 

“God will take care of you.” 

“On the good and faithful.” 

“Thou hast been a shelter for me.” 


(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of sorgs in the metrical psalm_ book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburzh.) 

“God Is King” (108:1-3). Psalm 99: 1-5. 
“The Lord of Hosts” (107 : 1-3). 
Psalm 46 : 1-11. 
“Better to Trust in the Lord’. (233 : 13). 
~ Psalm 118 : 6-14. 
“Thankful Tribute” (190 : 1, % 4). 


salm 05 : 8-7. 
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You will find Dr. Pace’s book, “Chris- 
tian Cartoons,” invaluable by way of il- 
lustration. It may be had from The Sun- 


day School Times Company, at 75 cents. 


The Lesson Cartoon for This Week - 
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Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Weck 
1. “Pray for me!” 
2. What prayer did and can do. 











HE was a merry-eyed big girl who 
S met her teacher before po hands 
folded in mock seriousness, with these 
words, almost laughing] en, “Oh, 
Mrs, ——, pray for me!” fter a sec- 
ond’s thought the teacher, remembering 
that this was the initial game in the inter- 
class tournament, replied, “Do you mean 
about the basket-ball game this after- 
noon?” “Oh yes! And we just must 
win !” came back the eager answer. Look- 
ing straight into Marjorie’s clear_eyes, 
the teacher replied, “Yes, dear, I will 
pray—if you really mean that —that 
your class inay do its very best and play 
a good fair game. But Marjorie, dear, 
let’s never joke about prayer.” And they 
did win that game— “fair and square.” 

But it had only been the afternoon be- 
fore that this same teacher had heard 
another group—the Camp Fire Girls — 
fairly shouting, in merry burlesque, that 
well-known Negro “spiritual,” “Standin’ 
in the Need of Prayer,” and had wished 
the way might open to help them realize 
how far from seeing true they were. 
Have you ever had similar appeals? How 
little they really mean what they so 
lightly say to one another, — almost as a 
joke, — “pray for me”! 

2. Surely in this lesson you have a 
wonderful opportunity to help your girls 
to feel the tremendous reality of prayer, 
the power of real prayer, the service of 
the true pray-er. And this story of Isa- 
iah’s and Hezekiah’s prayer for their be- 
loved nation and city is so little used in 
Sunday-school courses, you may be help- 
ing them to find it for the first time. 
All the more effective then! The situa- 
tion is as dramatic as even a girl’s heart 
could wish—so don’t miss a point. 

From his initial act, as the young king 
of twenty-five (be sure you note the mar- 
gin for 2 Kings 18:4, in the American 

tandard Version) to that prayer in the 
temple, with Sennacherib’s mocking let- 
ter spread out before Jehovah, he proved 
his own true spiritual vision and his esti- 
mation of the place and power of true 


prayer. Note, too, the power of united 
prayer —a_ vivid illustration of Jesus’ . 
promise, long years before he came 


‘among men to-utter it (Matt. 18: 19) — 


when both Isaiah and Hezekiah prayed. 
Have one girl read, in class, the king’s 
prayer (2 Kings 19: 15-19) and then an- 
other immediately read Jehovah’s answer 
through the prophet (2 Kings 19: 20-34). 
There are some very wonderful and 
precious things about true prayer in that 
combination—the direct appeal in the 
great emergency, when the might of man 
was utterly inadequate; God’s foreknowl- 
edge of the whole situation and over- 
rulership in the affairs of even this 
“heathen” king; his complete command of 
the whole business; his glorious promise 
of delivery now and the eventual work- 
ing-together-for-good to this remnant 
that loved him; and his making of the 
whole cause his very own. (See verse 
34, especially.) The miracle that followed 
was a small wonder in the face of this 
miracle of the power of prayer! 


Home Study 


Memorize this week, that it may be 
yours forever, to use in time of need, 
Psalm 46. - 


Decatur, GA. 


For Teachers of Children 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 
ESSON Teacutnc.—God hears and 


answers prayer. 


Lesson Topic —How God answered a 
letter. 

Introduction—Did a special delivery 
letter ever come to your house? How 
did it come? By special messenger in- 
stead of the regular postman? 

Story Items—Hundreds of years ago 
King Hezekiah received an important let- 
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Lesson for May 18 


2 Kings 18. to 20; Isaiah, chaps 36 to 38 ; 


ter by special messengers. It came from 
another king, Sennacherib, but was not 
a kind letter such as Naaman’s king wrote 
to the king of Israel, when he sent pres- 
ents and requested that Naaman might 
be cured of his leprosy. 

The letter to Hezekiah was from a 
jealous, boastful king, who wanted to 
take Hezekiah’s kingdom away from him. 
It was the same kingdom over which 
little Joash became king one hundred and 
fifty years before, in the Promised Land 
which God had given to his people. 

When King Hezekiah read Senna- 
cherib’s letter he was greatly troubled 
and did not know how to answer it. 
Hezekiah knew that God was his friend 
and that God hears and answers prayer, 
so he carried the letter to God’s House, 
spread it out before the Lord and prayed: 
O Lord! bow down thine ear and hear! 
Open thine eyes, and see; this wicked 
king, Sennacherib, who ‘sent the letter, 
worships idols of wood and stone, the 
work of men’s hands; save us from his 
hand that all kingdoms may know that 
thou art the Lord God. Then Hezekiah 
waited for God’s answer. 

God chose Isaiah, the prophet, to carry 
his answer to Hezekiah. Isaiah said, 

sent me to say to you, I have heard 
your prayer. Then Isaiah told Hezekiah 
how to answer the letter. ; 

This was God’s answer: I will turn 
back boastful King Sennacherib by the 
same way that he came; he shall not 
come into the great city of Jerusalem; 
he shall not shoot an arrow there nor 
come before it with shields nor start a 
siege against it; I will defend my city 
for my sake and for my servant David's 
sake. 

Then King Hezekiah felt greatly en- 
couraged and must have remembered 
these words from David’s Psalm: I will 
fear no evil, for thou art with me, also, 
Jehovah is on my side, I will not fear. 

Did God keep his promise? That very 
night in Sennacherib’s camp so many 
of. his soldiers died suddenly that he 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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started home just as God had promised. 
He never came back to trouble King 
Hezekiah. 


After the Story.—Even children have 
troubles which seem great to them, but 
they can take them to the Lord in prayer 
just as truly as King Hezekiah did. 


“God is always near me, 
Hearing what I say; 
Knowing all my thoughts and deeds, 
All my work and play.” 
(Carols, Leyda Publishing .Co., Wapello, 
Iowa, 35 cts.) 


Suitable Morning Prayer for Children: 
“Father, hear us as we pray; 
Guard and keep us day by day; 
Help us feel thy loving care, 
Every day and everywhere.” 
(Carols.) 
Peoria, Ix. 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 

How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: A bully. 

Discussion: For what does a fellow 
need God’s power to-day? For what de- 
fense? What deliverance? What con- 
structive effort? What progress? 


Objective: Seek first, God— under all 
circumstances, 


AY, fellows, we can't help enjoying 
the overthrow of a bully. A bully is 
one who usually takes advantage of his 
superior strength or skill to “put one 
over” on somebody. Sennacherib, king 
of the powerful Assyrian Empire, was 
a bully. With his tremendous army and 
improved. engines of war he weeded a 
wide path through the surrounding king- 
doms. 
the king of Elam. He took the princi- 
pal cities of Phoenicia, then threshed the 
Philistines. He defeated the combined 
armies of Egypt and Ethiopia and carried 
great: spoil back to Nineveh, his capital. 
But. the bully met his match when he 
tackled Hezekiah, the king of Judah. Not 
because Hezekiah was a superior fighter, 
nor because Jerusalem was a stronghold 
sufficient to resist him: but for the sim- 
ple reason that: Hezekiah put his trust 
in the Lord. ra 

Hezekiah is specially interesting to us 
therefore, because he had a program 
which enabled him to stand his ground 
against overwhelming numbers and‘ con- 
summate skill in warfare. You and I, 
fellows, have our battles to fight to-day, 
as hard to win as any that ever came 
to any king of Judah. We are up against 
overwhelming odds ourselves sometimes, 
and we would just like to get a line on 
Hezekiah, who seems to have found the 
secret of victory. é 

Hezekiah was only twenty-five years 
old when he came to the throne of Judah. 
He had been preceded by a long line of 
idolatrous; God-forgetting, God-disobey- 
ing rulers. His father, King Ahaz, had 
left “an empty treasury, a ruined peas- 
antry, an unprotected frontier, and a shat- 
tered army.” But courageous young Hez- 
ekiah set to work and brought quick 
changes for the better. His first concern 
was to set his administration straight 
with God, for he believed God to be 
supreme. He broke down the heathen al- 
tars and ground to powder the graven 
images; he destroyed every shrine de- 
voted to the worship of any other than 
Jehovah. He even had the courage to 
break in pieces the Brazen Serpent which 
Moses had made in the wilderness and 
which had been preserved to that day, but 
which was being made an object of wor- 
ship by the people. And the record is to 
his everlasting credit that “He trusted 
in the Lord God of Israel; so that after 
him was. none like him among all the 
kings of Judah, nor any that were be- 
fore him” (2 Kings 18:5). 

Now. fellows, that made a strong man. 
He sought first the kingdom of God and 
his righteousness and all other needful 
things were added, as God’s Book prom- 
ises. It made of him an unwhippable, 
God-grounded, steel-girded leader. And 
that is what Sennacherib went up against 
when he tried to take Jerusalem, for 
when you contend against a man of that 
kind: you are measuring skill and might 


He subdued Babylon and whipped 


with’God Almighty himself. Sennacherib 
sent King Hezekiah a very threatening 
letter. And what did Hezekiah do? Why, 
he did just what you and I would do 
to-day if we were on right terms with 
God. He took that letter and “laid it out 
before the Lord.” “See, Lord, what 
this bully proposes to do with thy serv- 
ant,” you can imagine him saying; “how 
shall we do?” And the Lord answered, 
“Leave him to me,” just as he will an- 
swer you and me whenever we have a 
problem too tough to tackle in our own 
strength. 

Well, what happened? God ordered 
out a regiment from the stronghold of 
heaven. “The Lord sent an angel, which 
cut off all the mighty men of valour, 
and the leaders and captains in the camp 
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of the king of Assyria. So he returned 
with shame of face to his own land” (2 
Chron. 32: 21). One hundred and eighty- 
five thousand Assyrians perished that day 
by the hand of the Lord. Surely, God 
fights for his trusting servants! 

Fellows, seek first God’s kingdom. Put 
out of your program everything that 
comes between you and God. Then you 
can defy the world, the flesh, and the 
devil. Then you can connect with every- 
thing that makes for real progress, suc- 
cess, and a happy life. Then you will 
leave a name behind you, not only worth 
cutting on a handsome shaft, but that 
will live in the hearts of men and adorn 
the Saviour’s crown! 

Is not that worth while? 

Greenssoro, N. C, 








Lesson 33. May 18. 








The Whole Bible Lesson Course 


Issued by the Christian Fundamentals Association 
Samson. 


Golden Text.—If any man destroyeth the temple of God, him shall God destroy; 
for the temple of God is holy, and such are ye.—1 Cor. 3: 17 


judges 13 to 16 














Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of ‘‘ Whole Bible Les- 
sons’’ on the Old Testament, running from 
October 7, 1923 to March 29, 1925, and giv- 
ing lesson titles and Scripture references 
only, may be had trom The Sunday School 
Times Co., 1031 Walnut Street, Philadel- 
phia, at 3 cents a copy, or $2 a hundred, 


Sixth Period—Judges to Saul 


34. May 25.—The Book of Ruth ...Ruth 1-4 

38. June 1.—Call and Commission of 
WENGE ek ci as Cdbea cereuatoRsieess 1 Sam. 1-3 

36. June 8.—Capture of the Ark ..1 Sam. 4-7 


Seventh Period—Saul to Solomon 


37. June 15.—Life of Saul .......... t Sam. 8-12 
38. June 22.—Saul’s Downfall ..1. Sam. 13-15 
39. June 29.—David and Goliath ..1 Sam. 16, 17 
40. July 6.—David and Jonathan. ..1 Sam. 18-21 
41. July 13.—David’s Exile ...... 1 Sam. 22-24 
42. July 20—Sin and Sentence of Saul 
1 Sam. 26-31 
43. July 27—David Becomes King of 
JUDE in Cisteccéodeeisdisdiesivesed 2 Sam. 1-4 
44. Aug. 3.—War With the Philistines 
2 Sam. 5, 6 
4s. Aug. 10—The Davidic Covenant 
2 Sam. 7-10 
te 


How to Master This Lesson 


By Frank W. Lange 


Teacher of Church and Bible History in the 
, Philadelphia School of the Bible 


Introduction 


UDGES is the book of-(1) national 
failure, (2) of chastisement, and (3) 
of individual sinning back of all. To 

this outline its three parts correspond: 
Section One (1:1 to 3:4) is the intro- 
duction, and here the story of failure is 
summarized, God’s attitude revealed, and 
2:8 is the key verse; Section Two (3:5 
to 16:17) records, several oppressions and 
deliverances, reveals an ever-increasing 
apostasy, illustrates the principles laid 
down in the introduction, and supplies 
many key verses (such as 3:8, 12; 4:1; 
6:1; 8:33; 10: 6-16) ; Section Three (17: 
I to 21:25) is an appendix, which shows 
that individual apostasy lies at the root 
of national failure and which looks for- 
ward to a king (21: 25). 
Historical Setting 

.The chronology is uncertain, but there 
is much reason to believe (1) that Sam- 
son and Eli (1 Sam. 1:9; 4:18) were 
contemporary; (2) that his judgeship 
(Judg. 15: 20; 16:31) was the first half. 
of Philistine oppression (13:1); (3) 
that his death (16:30) led to revolt (1 
Sam. 4:1; §:1):;. and (4) that, after 
twenty more. years (1 Sam. 7:2), the 
work of Samuel had produced repentance 
(1 Sam. 7: 10-14) and made deliverance 
(Judg. 2:18) possible. This view ex- 
plains prophecy (Judg. 13:5); reveals 
conditions (see 1 Sam. 1:2, 13; 2:10, 
12-17, 22-25, 27-36; 3:1, 20, 21; 4:9) 
and sets the methods of Samson and Sam- 
uel (1 Sam. 7: 3-6, 9) in vivid contrast. 
A railroad now runs through “the valley 








¢ Sorek,” connecting Joppa and Jerusa- 
em. 


Geography 


A narrow, winding, and rugged valley 
begins near Jerusalem. Where it breaks 
through the high western edge of the 
Judean Plateau it deepens to a defile. 
Then it widens into “the valley of Sorek” 
(Judg. 16:4) which, at its western end, 
opens out on the Maritime Plain. North 
of the valley, high on a western pro- 
jection of the plateau, was Zorah (13: 
2, 25); grouped within a few miles south 
of it, along the ‘borderland where the 
plateau descends to the foothills, lay 
most of the recorded scenes of Sam- 
son’s life work (14:1; 15:8, 9, 15-19) ; 
thirty-six miles away, in an air line, was 
Gaza, the scene of an exploit (16: 1-3, 
21) and his death. 


How to Study this Lesson 


The story of Samson is in three parts: 

(1) The purpose of God (13: 1-25); (2) 
the method of God (14: 1 to 15:20); (3) 
the mercy of God (16: 1-31). All must 
be studied in the light of God’s state- 
ment (2: 16-18). Not Samson, but God’s 
use of Samson, is the key to this puz- 
zling record. As to the events of his 
judgeship, which comes between parts 
two and three, we can only infer (15: 
20; 16:24; 16:31, “had judged”). 
_ The purpose of God; Exactly what was 
it? (13:5, key verse; comp. 13:1; 14: 
4; 15:11.) How was the deliverer quali- 
fied? (13:25; 14:6, 19; 15:14; 16:20, 
28.) . What regulation was essential (13: 
5, 7; comp. Num. 6:1-8; 1 Sam. 14:28; 
also Luke 1:7, 13-15), and why (1 Cor. 
1:27-29)? It is important to note that 
Samson was, physically, like ordinary 
men and his strength wholly supernatural 
(15:18; 16:5, 6, 17, 20, 28), and so rec- 
ognized. 

Agents of God’s purpose: Study the 
mother’s faith and her likeness to Han- 
nah (1 Sam. 1:2, 5-8). What did bar- 
renness indicate? (Deut. 7: 12-14.) Trace 
the growth of Manoah’s faith. In 13: 
18 read, “seeing it is wonderful” (comp. 
v. 19; Isa. 9:6). Manoah takes the sin- 
ner’s place (13:22; comp. Gen. 2:17; 
3:4), his wife preaches the Gospel (13: 
22), and both trust in substitution (Lev. 
17:11; Rom. 3:24-26); this is conver- 
sion. As to Samson, compare 13:24 
with 1 Samuel 2: 26; Luke 2:52; 2 Tim- 
othy 1:5; 3:15. 


The method of God: What God sought, 
and why (14:4, key verse; comp. 15: II 
and context). Israel was content, so was 
Samson (13:25). God is not respon- 
sible for Samson’s fault (Jas. 1: 13-15), 
but he uses his fleshly anger (Psa. 76: 
10) to array him and the people against 
their enemies; anything but being “luke- 
warm” (Rev. 3:16). Note three “oc- 
casions” —cause and effects: (1) the 
riddle (14: 10-20); (2) the visit (15: 1- 
8); (3) Judah’s treachery (15: 9-20). 
His parents do not urge the law (Deut. 
7:3), they protest and then yield; Sam- 
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yarns his separation. (14:8; Num, 

The mercy of God: For twenty years 
(15:20) Samson’s confidence and bold- 
ness increased, while his wisdom decreased 
(comp. 15:1, 4 with 14: 20; see Prov. 5: 
1-5; 1 Cor. 8:18). Delilah’s arms_be- 
came stronger than Gaza’s gates. When 
he may again be strengthened (16: 22), 
his lack (16:21) makes it useless. Then 
his enemies array God (16: 23, 24) on 
his side and give him the opportunity. 
His prayer is more personal than patri- 
otic (16: 28), but the five Philistine kings 
and the elite of the nation (16: 23, 27, 
30) die with him and give, what his life 
had not, opportunity and confidence for 
revolt (1 Soon. 4:1, 2). : ; 

Samson stands for Israel as it. was in 
his time; chosen to a high destiny, but 
breaking separation (Lev. 20:24); an 
instrument prepared for the display of the 
power of God, but for lack of separation 
and because of lust, powerless in the 
enemy’s hands. Doutbless there are other 
types in the lesson, but they are far from 
clear. 


Other Scriptures 


Judges 17:1 to 18: 31 tells of a Danite 
migration which must have occurred long 
before the time of Samson (comp. 18: 11, 
12 with 13: 25, where “Mahaneh-Dan” is 
translated “the camp of Dan’). Judges 
10: 6-16 throws strong light on the con- 
ditions prior to Samson’s: times. He- 
brews 11:32 places Samson among the 
heroes of faith, and is a commentary on 
such passages as Judges 15:12, 18, 19 
(“En-hakkore” means “the well of him 
who cried’). 


Reference Literature 


“Christian Workers’ Commentary,” by 
James M. Gray, D.D. (Fleming H. Revell 
Co., New York, $3); “A Dictionary of 
the Bible,” by John_D. Davis, .D. 
(Westminster Press, Philadelphia, $4) ; 
“Manual of. Bible History,” by W. G. 
Blaikie (Nelson and Son, New York, 
$1.75). ' 

PHILADELPHIA. 


For Teachers of Children 
By Kate Tarlton 


HILE the Children of Israel had 

a judge to lead them, they wor- 
shiped the Lord as God; but when the 
judge died, they fell into sin and wor- 
shiped idols. So God let their enemies 
rule over them. The Philistines came 
up against the Israelites and fought them, 
taking away their swords and spears so 
they could not fight. They also took the 
grain that was to be used for food, so the 
Children of Israel were left hungry. | 

The Lord sent an angel to Manoah’s wife 
and told her he would send her a son who 
would save Israel from the cruel Philis- 
tines. Then the angel said Manoah’s son 
must never drink wine or any kind of 
strong drink as long as he lived, and 
that his hair should grow long and never 
be cut. A person like that was called a 
Nazarite. 

When the little boy baby was born, 
they named him Samson. He grew to 
be a big, strong man —the strongest the 
Bible tells us about. God gave him this 
great strength. One day he was taking 
a trip and a great lion rushed out upon 
him from the mountains. The Spirit of 
the Lord came upon Samson and he took 
hold of the lion and tore him in pieces, 

Samson married a heathen woman and 
had trouble over her. He killed a_ lot 
of men. To get even with the Philistines 
he did a very funny thing. Tell of ‘the 
foxes and the firebrands. The Philistines 
had stolen the grain of the Israelites. 
Then Samson destroyed their grain and 
olive fields. 

Samson’s enemies wondered why he 
was so very strong. He let the men of 
Judah bind him with new ropes and lead 
him up to the Philistines. They shoutéd 
for joy when they saw Samson bound, 
but the Spirit of the Lord came upon 
him and he broke the ropes that bound 
him as if they had been strings. He 
picked up from the ground the jawbone 
of an ass, and using it for a sword, he 
killed one thousand Philistines. Then he 
sang a song about it. 





- | THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Tell what Samson did with the gates 
of the city at Gaza. 

Samson loved a woman named Delilah, 
and married her. The Philistines came 
and promised her a large sum of money 
if she would find out what made Sam- 
son so strong.’ Tell how«Delilah teased 
until she found out the secret, and then 
Samson lost his strength and became a 
prisoner of the Philistines. They used 
him for a plaything, torturing him as 
a cat would a mouse. Then Samson re- 
newed his vow to the Lord. Tell what 
happened in, the temple. 

Samson was a child of promise, given 
to deliver his people. amson began 
to deliver his people. 

Jesus Christ was a child of. promise 
(Matt. 1:21). He began his work to 
deliver his people and completed it, and 





gave full and complete salvation to all 
(Rom. 10: 13). 

Samson was hated by the Philistines 
and sometimes yielded to sin. 

Jesus Christ was hated by his enemies, 
but never yielded to sin (Heb. 4:15). 

Samson made many mistakes and went 
into sin, but he had mighty faith in the 
Lord, and God honored his faith (Heb. 
11:32). When he prayed the Lord heard 
his, prayer.. The Lord is the source of 
all help and strength. 

Memory Verses 

Beginners: Judges 16:28 (part of 
verse). 

Primary : Judges 16: 28 (part of verse). 

Junior: Judges 16: 28 and names of the 
judges. 

Fort WortH, TEx. 
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Ask Marion Lawrance! 


Consulting General Secretary for Life of the 
International Council of Religious Education 


Should the superintendent go into a class 
during the teaching of the Sunday-school 
lesson? 

ES, provided he has just learned that 

the home of one of the scholars is 
on fire, or that some member of his 
family has dropped dead on the street! 
Under other circumstances, he should hes- 
itate, 


I have heard somewhere of “The Go-to- |’ 


Church Band.” Where can I learn about it, 
and about the supplies that are necessary; 
does it really. get the young people to at- 
tend church? 

HE last address we had of “The Go- 

‘to-Church Band” was as follows: 
Clinton Alvord, 7 Summer Street, Wor- 
cester, Mass. I have never seen it tried, 
except once, and then it was fairly suc- 
cessful, 

—_— 

What opportunity should be given young 
children to testify to their love of Christ? 
Bane matter should be handled very 

carefully, but nevertheless it is profit- 
able, when the atmosphere in the school 
is all right, to have a little testimony 
service, when scholars are at liberty to 
say whatever is in their hearts. Many of 
these testimonies will be crude and ex- 
ceedingly simple, but they will probably 
nevertheless be very sincere. I would not 
stress this matter to such an extent that 
scholars who do not testify are made 
to feel that the other scholars are better 
than they. 


How can a small school be graded? 


NY school can be graded. If it has 

only a dozen scholars, those scholars 
should be placed in the right relationship 
to each other and where they properl 
belong. Grading is simply sorting. A 
shoe dealer will have shoes of various 
sizes and kinds and a place for every size 
and kind. If those he has are in the 
proper places, he has a graded shoe-store, 
even though half the boxes are empty. 

It is not necessary that there should 
be scholars in every department and grade, 
in order to have a graded school. All 
that is necessary is that the scholars who 
are in the school should be properly 
placed. 

What place should social occasions have 
in keeping up the attendance of the Sunday- 
school? ; 

HE Sunday-school, and the church 

as well, should minister to the entire 
person — physically, . socially, mentally, 
and spiritually. It is just as natural for 
young people to want to play as it is 
for a kitten to want to do the same thing. 
Even older people require some kind of 
recreation to keep them in the best trim. 
This largely accounts for the numerous 
fraternities, clubs, and similar organiza- 
tions. The American people do not play 
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enough. Social occasions for young peo- 
ple properly arranged, properly managed, 
and held at proper intervals under the 
right conditions, will make those young 
people feel that the Sunday-school is 
really their friend. Then they will learn 
to connect their social life with the life 
of the Sunday-school, and it will make it 
easier for them to attend the Sunday- 
school regularly. 





What would you do with a men’s class that 
insists on studying all sorts of topics ex- 
cept the Bible lessons? 

SHOULD think they ought to drop 

the name of “Bible Class” or study the 
Bible. This does not mean that men’s 
classes should not consider all of these 
important questions that come up, related 
to civics, good government, good health, 
and so on, but they should not usurp the 
Bible hour, in the Sunday-school. If the 
Bible hour is made really dynamic and 
forceful, it will create sufficient interest 
for_them to be willing to come together 
at Other times to study these important 
questions. Na 

In a certain city, during a certain five 
years of time, forty Bible classes‘of one 
denomination went out of existence. They 
died for lack of interest. Not one of 
those classes was studying the Bible at 
the Sunday-school -hour. During those 
same five years, not a single Bible class 
of that denomination in that city, that 
was. studying the Bible at the regular Sun- 
day-school hour went out of existence. 

This ought to be conclusive evidence of 
the value of Bible study. 


How can we stop the leaks from our Sun- 
day-school and win our Sunday-school 
scholars to Christ? <i 

HE leakage” from our Sunday- 

schools amounts to a tragedy. We 
lose so many scholars after we have had 
them and this simply aggravates the trag- 
edy. It is estimated that the personnel 
of our Sunday-school enrolment changes 
twenty-five percent every year. In other 
words, one scholar out of four is gone 
for good and a new scholar is in his 
place. We are also told that only two 
Sunday-school scholars out of five are 
ever won to Christ either in the school 
or after they leave it. The remaining 
three are lost to the Church forever. 

Where is the difficulty, and what is the 
remedy? Certainly this great waste is 
unnecessary. We feel that the emphasis 
has not always been put in the right 
place. Organization is all right. Cam- 
paigns for numbers, and the development 
of the social life, have a place, no doubt, 
and instruction is absolutely necessary, 
but even these are not enough. They 
have sometimes blurred our vision, so that 
we do not see the one thing really need- 
ful — leading the scholars to accept Jesus 
Christ as their Saviour and anchoring 
them in the Christian life and the 
Church. “These things ye ought to have 
done and not to have left the other un- 
done.” Our Sunday-schools must learn to 
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put first things first. The Sunday-school 
needs a new vision of evangelism. 


In an organized class of young ladies, how 
can we succeed in social work, when the 
members are in different “sets” and have 
little to do with one another, except during 
the Sunday-school hour? 


HIS is a good question, and I wish I 

_could give an answer that would be 
universal in its application arid bring the 
results that we all desire. The best 
suggestion I have at present is that in- 
stead of purely social features, the teacher 
try to interest these young ladies in giv- 
ing a social time to certain classes of 
underprivileged girls, such as those who 
must work and keep various hours. Sup- 
pose, for example, they should endeavor 
to give an entertainment of music, read- 
ings, pageantry, and the like, to the girls 
in a certain locality or in a certain fac- 
tory. The very fact of doing this thing 
together would bring the girls of the 
class into closer relationship with one 
another and would, in-a measure, tend to 
break down some of the barriers that 
permit them to have “sets,” of which you 
speak. This has worked out well in 
some cases, and is worth trying. 
_ Such a thing, however, cannot be done 
in a patronizing way. It must be done 
in genuine fellowship and without any 
attitude of superiority on the part of the 
girls who are carrying it on. 
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Teacher-Training Questions 


Discussed by the Rev. Charles A. Oliver 


Teacher-Training Superintendent of the 
Pennsylvania State Sabbath School 
ociation 


In the class I am teaching there are two 
or three out of a membership of thirteen 
who are not as promising students as the 
other members, and I do not believe that 
they will ever make competent teachers. 
Should I advise them to transfer to some 
class in the school that is taking other 
studies? 

F THE presence in the class.of these dull 

students is agreeable to other members 
and they—desire to continue the studies I 
would encourage them in-every way to 
stay with the class. Often most unprom- 
ising young people become through God’s 
grace most useful workers in the king- 
dom. These backward members may be 
getting more from the studies than you 
think. And even though they may never 
be specially fitted for the work of teach- 
ing a Sunday-school class the training 
they are receiving will better prepare 
them for some form of Christian service. 

In the membership of my class are two 
young men who failed to reach the passing 
grade in the test on the second part of the 
text-book. I hesitate to report the grades 
to the class lest the two young men. may 
be so discouraged by their failure and so 
embarrassed by the fact that the class will 
know they failed that they may drop the 
work. I shall be glad for any advice. 
D°? NOT read the grades to the class. 

Write the mark of each student on a 
separate piece of paper and hand it 
to the student or inform each student 
by letter or by spoken word. No one 
should know the grade of another unless 
the person receiving the grade should de- 
sire to make it known. 

Tell the members who failed that if 
they will review the lessons another ex- 
amination will be provided for them pri- 
vately, so that they may make up the part 
on which they failed and go on with the 
class without any one knowing about the 
failure except the class teacher and the 
examiner of the papers. 


I haye a class of girls from sixteen to 
ei teen years of age, and the majority of 
them desire to take a course in teacher- 
training. The other members of the class do 
not oppose that, but they are unwilling to 
take the examinations expected of teacher- 
training students. What can I do? 


WOULD have the class take the course 
in teacher-training. I would urge the 
great value of examinations and would 


‘call attention to the fact that a diploma 


will be awarded at the end of the studies, 
but would not require the taking of the 
examinations. Make it clear that the mat- 
ter of the tests shall be left open till 
the first section of the text-book has been 
studied. 

See to it that all the members of the 
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Lesson fer May 18 
2 Kings 18 to 20; Isaiah, chaps 36 to 38 


class master the first lessons. Review 
frequently and give them, occasionally, 
‘test questions to be answered in writing. 
As the time for the official examination 
comes the students will probably be so 
well prepared- that they will want to 
take the test. Do not urge the matter 
too strongly. If any students should be 
unwilling to take the tests, encourage 
them to continue with the class and get 
from the studies all the help they can se- 
cure. 
we 


Home Department Questions 


Discussed by Mrs. A. W. Karnell 
Former Chairman of the Home Department 
Committee of the International Sunday School 

Association 


We have been thinking in our county of 
planning a campaign for Home Co-operation 
and Family Worship. Do you know of any 
county that has carried out such a cam- 
paign and with what success? If there are 
any such, I should like to get in touch 
with them and learn their method. 


> HERE are two counties now that 


to my knowledge are carrying on a 
campaign of this character, Gloucester 
County, N. J.. A. C. Brown, Woodbury, 
N. J., President; Lycoming County, -Pa., 
Dr. A. Monroe Hall, Williamsport, Pa., 
President. 

_I know that they are being carried on 
very successfully. Both of them will be 
glad to give you any help and information 
that they possibly can. 

The success of-each phase of Sunday- 
school work has been accomplished 
through several direct lines of activities: 

1. Carefully directed publicity. 

2. Speakers who are specialists on the de- 
partment to be secured. 

3. Making the department in question the 
chief object of each convention for a definite 
period of time (sometimes covering several 
years). 

4. By conferences and institutes. 


s. And by carefully prepared plans for the 
local school. 


It was: my ‘privilege to. be -connected 
with the campaign for the organization of 
the Adult Classes when Mr. Pearce was 
our leader, with the Elementary Division 
when Mrs. Barnes, Miss Baldwin, and 
Mrs. Bryner were promoting grading in 
the schools, and I know that these were 
the avenues in each instance through 
which success was achieved. The Ele- 
mentary Division, Teacher-training, Sun- 
day-school Evangelism, Young People’s 
Department, and more recently Religious 
Education have all been promoted along 
these lines; but the Home Department 
and the needs of the home itself have 
never to my knowledge received this same 
attention, and it would seeth to me that 
any county which would give serious con- 
sideration to this department and pro- 
motion similar to that which has made 
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cepgnetive Outline for Campaign in Local 
ool: ‘ 

1. Call a conference of Sunday-school and 
church leaders to study the need of the 
local field, prepare plans for the campaign, 
and to solemnly dedicate themselves to the 
work, 


2. Decide on the length of time to be used 
in the campaign. 


3. Make it a special prayer topic for each 
religious organization, class, or church meet- 
ing. . 

4. Refer to it constantly in weekly calendars 
or monthly bulletins by brief paragraphs, 
Scripture verses, poems, or quotations from 
great men and women. ; 


5. Talk about it whenever possible an 
create an atmosphere of expecting great 
things from God (Matt. 18: 19). 


6. Have the prayer-meeting talks lead up 
to the final day. 


7. Arrange with the pastor to speak once 
each Sunday on some subject, such as, ‘‘Par- 
ents’ Responsibility,” ‘Foundations of a 
Christian Nation,” “The Church in the 
Home,” and like topics. 


8. Recommend books to be read by the 
workers before undertaking the campaign. | 


9. Secure and distribute each week one of 
the many leaflets now provided by the de- 
nomination on this subject. 

to. Arrange for at least one special prayer 
hour during the week for those who are 
engaged in the campaign. 

11. Plan to have every division in your 
Sunday-school take some part in the cam- 
paign. 

(1) In the Children’s Division, teach the 
children some special prayer for the home, 
Sunday-school, church, and the world. 

(2) Make special effort for home co-opera- 
tion during this campaign. 


(3) In the Young People’s Division, try 


| to secure Pocket Testament League pledges 


other departments a success, would be do- | 


ing a-great service for the home, the 
Sunday-school, and the Church. Fam- 
ily worship and Religious Education in 
the home are surely worthy of the same 
emphasis as has been accorded to the 
other departments. 

The following outlines will be useful in 


- starting the work: | 
Suggestive Program for Cotinty Campaign | 


for Family. Worship: 


1. Decide to give special emphasis for a 
definite period of time to the work. 

2. Decide on a name for the campaign, such 
as, “Campaign for Family Worship,” “Cam- 

_paign for Family Religion,” “Campaign for 
Religious Education in the Home,” and the 
like. 

3. Arrange for publicity in religious and 
secular papers throughout the county. 

4. Confer with leaders of the various de- 
nominations to secure their sympathetic in- 
terest and co-operation in the campaign. 

5. Provide the district secretaries with 
plans for the campaign for district conven- 
tions, and material to be used for publicity. 

6. Suggest speakers on the subject and 
leaders for the conferences. 

7. Secure from the denominational boards 
all free material and leaflets dealing with 
the subject and distribute them at rallies, 
institutes, and district conventions. 

8. Suggest books to be read by the leaders 
in the local campaign. 

9.-Print a leaflet with detailed instruction 
for the carrying out of the campaign in the 
local school. 


and volunteers for special service for the 
campaign. 

(4) In the Adult Department, make a spe- 
cial effort for co-operation in every line of 
church activity, personal work, and pledges 
for family worship. 

12, Qn the final day, have the pastor or 
some special speaker make the appeal for 
decisions for family worship. The pledge 
cards should be given to each man and wo- 
man as they enter, so that there may be no 
interruption by distributing these during the 
appeal, and that they may also have the 
cards ready to sign. 

13. After this service, a follow-up. campaign 
should be carefully planned by the Home 
Department Council and the Adult Depart- 
ment. There should also be continued a 
tender, careful nurture, in prayer and 
preaching, of the step thus taken. 


Note.—One pastor secured a hundred 
and fifty Bibles from the American Bible 
Society to be used as family Bibles. At 
the close of the campaign in his church he 
had made the statement publicly that he 
would be glad to assist in securing fam- 
ily Bibles for those who had signed the 
pledge. The members thus secured large 
Bibles at reduced prices. 


bd 
Children’s Division Questions 
Discussed by Mrs. E. W. Sudlow 


Should men or women teach Junior classes? 


iv POSSIBLE get men for the boys, 
and women for the girls. I have 


| found that young men make splendid 





teachers for Junior boys. They under- 
stand them, are in sympathy with them, 
and can help them in their sports. This 
is one of the essentials in holding the 
Junior pupil. 





If the pupils do not do the required writ- 
ten work at home, would you take class 
time to do it? 


N2: IF a pupil does not do the re- 
quired work at home, there should 
be no time provided on the class pro- 
gram for making it up. In some schools 
an opportunity is given once a month, 
or once a Quarter, for the children to 
come on a week-day, perhaps a Saturday 
afternoon, and make up their back work. 
Some incentive should be provided so that 
the boys and girls will do the work week 
by week, and not get behind. 

Should the Birthday Candle Exercise, as 
used in the Primary Class, be introduced in 
the Junior Department? 

O, JUNIORS are too old for this. 

NN They want something just a little 
different from that which they had in 





the Primary. They are too “dignified” 
for this service. Have the Junior deposit 
his offering in the regular bank, and 
then try giving him a verse beginning with 
the initial of his name. Select a list 
of Bible verses from the sayings of Jesus. 

John Brown may be given Matthew 7: 
1: “Judge not that ye be not judged.” 

“Blessed.are the peacemakers, for they 
shall be called the children of God” 
(Matt. 5:9). , 

This plan works very nicely. 


Should pupils be promoted who have not 
done the written work in the Junior books? 
ES; it is not wise to hold a child 
back. They may be promoted, but 
without honor. Make some distinction 
between those who have done the work 
and the ones who have neglected it. The 
words “Wit: Honor” may be written on 
the diploma. Special mention may 
made of the Honor pupils when certifi- 
cates are given. The Honor pupils may 
have their diplomas tied with the class 
colors, while those without just tied with 
plain white ribbon; or perhaps a flower 
may be run through the bow of the rib- 
bon tied to the Honor certificates. Be 
sure and make some distinction on Pro- 
motion Day, but promote all Juniors when 
they have reached the required age. 





How can we get the Junior boys and girls 
to read missionary literature? 
ROVIDE it for them. There are any 
number of fascinating missionary 
books written for children. Have some 
system of credits for the reading of each 
book. The Congregational Board issues 
a series of delightful missionary stories. 
They are called “The Here and There 
Stories.” Two are printed each month 
for ten months in the year. The cost is 
twenty-five cents a year. You might 
subscribe for these for your department. 
They come a little cheaper when bought 
in quantities. . 4 
The Presbyterian Church has a splen- 
did missionary paper for its Juniors, — 
“The Missionary Mail.” Other denom- 
inations publish papers along the same 
line. Why not provide a monthly mis- 
sionary magazine for your Juniors? 
Schools are doing this, and thus creating 
. desire for more reading along the same 
ine. 





I realize that the social side of class work 
with a group of Juniors is very important. 
As I am employed during the day, I cannot 
well meet with my girls after school, and 
the mothers object to their being out in the 
evening. Can you suggest some plan whereby 
their socials can be properly chaperoned? 


KNOW of two cases where this 

problem has been overcome in a very 
simple manner. The first is that of a 
class of girls. The teacher is employed 
all day, as you are. The mother of one 
of the girls is much interested in the 
class, and looks after the social interests. 
Every two weeks the girls meet at one 
of the homes. This mother meets with 
them, and acts as advisor. This particu- 
lar mother is unable to be out on Sun- 
day morning, but can give an afternoon 
to the work. 

The other class-is a group of boys 
taught by a traveling salesman. He is 
at home only on Sunday. His wife oc- 
casionally has-the boys come to the home 
for a “feed,” something which appeals 
very much to any boy. But their social 
activities, their hikes, and athletics, are 
in charge of a high school boy, a mem- 
ber of the Young Men’s Class. He gives 
one evening a week to the boys. 

In these two classes this plan has 
worked out admirably. We can usually 
find some one to co-operate in carrying 
on one part of the work. 


The Out-of-Doors Club 


By SAMUEL SCOVILLE, JR. 


A ‘‘slip-in-your-pocket” volume of 
171 pages. Full of ‘‘desperate adven- 
tures” for the youngsters and for—your- 
self, with a father and his children in 
the fascinating out-of-doors. Fully ii- 
lustrated. $1.50, postpaid. 


THE Sunpay ScHooLt Times ComPpANY 
103t Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 
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CHILDREN’S 


BIBLES 


CMOTHERS, teach your chil- 
dren to love the Bible. The good 
thoughts you sow in their minds 
now will yield a rich harvest of 


noble acts when they grow older 
Oxford Bibles for Children have 
black and colored illustrations 
that interest as well as instruct. 
Some have Special Helps for 
children, 

cAt All Booksellers 

Catalog upon request 


OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 
AMERICAN BRANCH 
35 West 32d Street \ 
New York 
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Lake Orion Bible Conference 


ON LOVELY BELLEVUE ISLAND 
Orion, Michigan. 
35 Miles From Detroit Altitude 1200 Feet 


JULY 27—AUGUST 3. 


Music conducted by Homer RopDEHBAVER. 
Expected Speakers: Prof. Melvin Grove Kyle, 
(St. Louis); Miss Christabel Pankhurst, (To- 
ronto); Prof. Robert Dick Wilson, (Exincetoa):; 
v Newark); Rev. J. B. 
troit) ; James Cuthbertson Capen): 
ev. Cassius E. Wakefield, (Toledo ; Rev. 
Don S. Colt, (Baltimore) ; and others. 
Miesionaries from many lands 
Supported by subscriptions. No Fees. 
Address (after June rst) 


Reo. Jas. B. Ely, D.D., Orion, Michigan. 

















BIBLE CLASS—S. S. SUPPLIES 


Write for our complete Catalog 
Special Rates to Ministers and Teachers 


WARTBURG PUBLISHING HOUSE 
2018 Calumet Ave., Chicago, Ill. 














FREE SAMPLE 
Gospel Seed Packages, 100 assorted colors; Ges- 
Rs Tracts by Rev. William L. Pettingill, Dr. Max 
ertheimer, and others; also two beautiful Wall 
Mottoes, 7x10, different Scriptures; 25 beautiful Scri 
ture post cards, different designs and texts, ail for 
.00, prepaid. 


$1 
GOSPEL PUB. HOUSE, STAPLETON, NEW YORK 
You can be quickly cured, if you 


STAMMER 


Send 10 cents for 288-page book on Stammering and 
Stuttering, “its Cause and Cure.’’ It tells how I 
cured myself after stammering 20 yrs. B. N. Bogue, 
6485 Bogue Bidg., 1147 N. ill. St., Indianapolis, 


500 Ways to Help Your Church 


By THERESA H. WOLCOTT 


Offers helpful suggestions for keeping the social life 
of the young people affiliated with church societies 
under the protecting care of the church, and presents 
new methods of church activity that will make the 
work far more effective. Social life has a_ rightful 
place, and an important one, in the church, if the 
ple, young and old, feel an uplifting influence in that 
good fellowship which should attend their assemblies. 
_ Ideas for wholesome entertainment, hints on mak- 
ing instruction interesting, and financial plans that 
include neither sale nor barter are contained in the 
book. It will be found invaluable to Ladies’ Aid and 
Young People’s Societies, in connection with the win- 
ter season of indoor games and amusements, and is a 
book for all church workers, 


364 pages. $2, postpaid. 
SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO. 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 
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In ordering goods, or in making inquiry 
concerning anything advertised in this paper, 
you will oblige the publishers, as well as 
the advertiser, by stating that you saw the 
advertisement in The Sunday School Times. 
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A Spiritual Gift 
A Sound Investment 
THE ANNUITY BOND PLAN 


of the Board of National Mis- 
sions of the Presbyterian 
Church in the U. S. A. 


1—The Board will accept an annuity gift of any 
amount at any time, and will pay you, so long as 
you live, an income, the annual amount depending 
upon your age. 

2—If you wish, an annuity will be paid to a relative 
or friend, the amount depending upon the age of 
the beneficiary. 

3—The principal of your gift 1s safeguarded by the as- 
sets of the Board, and the honor of the Presby- 
terian Church U. S. A. 

4—The annuity begins the day your gift is received, 
and is paid semi-annually or quarterly, 2s preferred. 





6—Your gift is a p t investment, you never suf- 
fer any loss of interest or any costs in making re- 
investments. 


For additional information address 


Rev. JOHN A. RODGERS, D.D., Director 


Annuity Department 


156 Fifth Avenue, NEW YORK CITY 
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RAGON’S EN 
JOSEPHINE inisarCiaaiainees 


A THRILLING STORY 


of pioneer mission work in one of the 
andit-ridden sections of China 
Rad, a care-free young doctor, 
goes out on a ‘ dare’’ as a substitute 
for a medical missionary who has been 

















invalided home, but who has a burn- 
ing zeal for the field he has had to leave | 
behind. Rad has no conception of, 
real mission work—does not really , 
know Christ himself—and being hon- | 
est, is soon ‘‘up against’ it. He) 
sees the impossibility of his position, | 
but finds the Saviour, and his work | 
takes on an entirely new aspect. 


‘The hospital far away in the hills | 
at the end of the river Dragon, the | 
capture by the bandits, the coming 
of ‘‘ the girl Ke left behind him,’’ are 
among the incidents that make up 
this most fascinating story. $1.25 


PEARL’S SECRET: 


By Mrs. Howarp TayLor 


‘THE true story of a very real and 

lovable little girl in far-away China, 
whom other little girls ought to know. 
They will be interested in the strange 
places and customs that Pearl knew 
in her Chinese home, and they will 





enjoy her games and her happy ways. 
They will see, too, that even a very | 
short life may be a great blessing to | 
others. And what Pearl’s secret was | 


they can learn when they read the} 


75 cents, postpaid. | 


Ittle book about her. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
3031 Walnut Street, - - - Philadelphia 
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A May Party 
By Mrs. Mae Norton Morris 


|” YOU like parties don’t forget 
The trees give one in May, 
And each tree wears a new green gown 
And carries a bouquet. 


Miss Peach tree’s blooms are always pink, 
While Cherry chooses white, 

Miss Apple wears both colors well, 
And makes a charming sight. 


The perfumes that these ladies use 
Are very choice and rare, 

And generously they scatter whiffs 
Of sweetness everywhere. 


They stand on velvet carpets, made 
Of clover-leaf and grass — 

And dance and courtesy gaily 
When little breezes pass. 


The music at this party 
Is the sweetest in the land, 
For famous songsters journey far 
To join the merry: band. 


The whole wide world’s invited 
The lovely sight to seé, 
So tell your friends about it, 
And say — “Admission’s free.” 


Uncle Bob’s Bird Chats: 
The Mocking-Bird 


By Harriette Wilbur 


6— ISTEN, kiddies!” 

Uncle Bob dropped his paper and 
leaned forward, one ear turned expect- 
antly. And when a bird-song came trill- 
ing up from the orchard way, he nodded 
with great satisfaction. 

“Spring has come, as surely as though 
the dandelions and buttercups were al- 
ready in blossom. Come down into the 
orchard and meet her herald just up from 
the Gulf States.” 


Out into the warm, sunny April 


weather went Uncle Bob and the twins, | 


the man quite frankly happy to welcome 
back a much admired old friend, the chil- 
dren full of wonder as to what sort of 
person the new-comer would prove to be. 

“No, I won’t tell you his name, yet. 
Perhaps you can guess it yourselves. 
Which will be much more entertaining, of 
course, 

The stranger seemed to be certain of 
a welcome, judging from the tunes that 
rippled up from the orchard. Evidently 
he considered himself the most import- 
ant person about the place. 

“Seems to me I’ve heard some of those 
notes before,” reflected Jack. 

“I think you have, too,” laughed his 
uncle mischievously. “No doubt they do 
have a familiar sound.” 

“Only, it is such a mix-up, like one 
of those songs where you sing a line 
of one and then a line of another, — 
a medley, I mean,” added Rhoda. 
wa keep listening,” directed Uncle 

ob. 

Ail at once came a bright “Cheer-up! 
Cheerily, cheerily, cheer-up!” in Robin 
Redbreast’s unmistakable crumply voice. 

“Why, you don’t mean it’s a robin 
making all that music?” cried Rhoda. 

Uncle Bob shook his head, smiling. 
Then he laughed, for after a short pause 
a whippoorwill seemed to wake up and 
call sadly, though it was a bright after- 
noon and time for all real whippoorwills 
to be buried in slumber in the shade of 
some dark wood. 

“Why, a whippoorwill’s come already, 
along with Robin,” cried Jack. ; 

“Guess again, Jack, for the same bird 
made both those calls.” 

“Humph! Must be some bird that can 
mock other bir —!” 

“Oh, oh, is it a Mocking-Bird, Uncle 
Bob? A really truly one?” 

“Right the first time, Rhoda. It is the 
mocker arrived for the summer.” 

“And already mocking the other birds !” 

“Yes, he must be an old bird, and 
learned to mock other birds last summer, 





or maybe the year before. He’s got them 
all, and has been giving them to us, the 
cardinal’s mellow whistle, the wood 
thrush’s liquid melody, the bluebird’s ten- 
der tune, the robin’s warwhoop, and the 
whippoorwill’s lonely cry, one after an- 
other, and all jumbled up with his own 
tune.” 

“My, this is a treat! I never expected 
to. see a mocking-bird, when we came 
here, did you, Rhoda?” 

“We haven’t seen one, either, yet,” re- 
plied Rhoda mischievously. 

“Well, you'll see, and hear, plenty of 
— from now on,” her uncle informed 

er. 

They saw a Mocking-Bird that~- very 
minute. For the stranger was not a 
bit shy, and flew out from a blossomed 
apple-tree, down on the orchard fence, 
where he was in plain sight. 

Nothing fancy about his costume, but, 
as Uncle Bob said, “He’s dressed most 
appropriately for traveling, for working, 
and for concert appearances as well.” 

“Oh, I expected to see a bird-all in 
bright red, from the way he sounded,” 
exclaimed Rhoda when she spied the 
songster. 

“But Mocking-Bird knows that a 
singer always makes the best impression 
on the ear when there is no attempt to 
dazzle the eye with rich or gaudy 
clothes.” 

Mocking-Bird’s. ashy-gray coat was 
neat and trim, and fitted to perfection, as 
they saw when he half-turned on the 
fence as if to favor an audience behind 
him. The tail and wings were edged 
with white, to match his silvery vest. 

“Notice how fond he is of clean white 
edgings,” pointed out Uncle Bob, as the 
bird turned to the other side. “He is 
always posing to show them off, either 
on a perch like this, or by making short 
flights from one post or branch to an- 
other.” 

If the bird saw them standing there, 
three in a row, he didn’t let it trouble 
him. He went right on with his concert 
as if an audience were an every-day oc- 
currence in his life, as it generally is. He 
was not stingy with his music, eithér, but 
poured it out in full measure, his own 
strains as well as those borrowed from 
other birds. : 

Most of the time, indeed, the music 
seemed his own. Was his own, Uncle 
Bob declared. 

““Mocking-Bird doesn’t need to copy the 
songs of other birds. For he has a very 
rich, mellow, brilliant song of his own. 
Listen to him work it over and over 
in his throat, as a candy-maker pulls 
candy to make it white and shining.” 

But soon Uncle Bob held up his hand. 
“There, that is the hermit thrush’s song, 
—not quite as sweet as the thrush sings 
it, but note for note, the best Mocking- 
Bird can produce it.” 

“And what’s that song?” queried Rhoda, 
a. De bird fluted away on a clear, liquid 
tri 

“His own, again. But there, that’s a 
vireo’s sharp, busy, nagging strain. And 
that’s the scarlet tanager’s song.” 

“Oh, dear. It'll take all summer. to 
learn which is which, and whose is 
whose,” mourned Rhoda. 

“Well, that’s all right,” Jack cheered 
her, “’cause we'll have all summer to 
learn them.” 

Suddenly the bird stopped in the mid- 
dle of a wild flourish to whistle a loud, 
unmistakable “Bob White! Ah Bob 
White!” just as though he were greeting 
this bird friend over the way. And while 
the three were laughing at that bit of 
mackery, the singer screeched like a blue- 


jay. 

For months thereafter Mocking-Bird 
treated the. children to concerts, and 
though they never failed to applaud him 
as an imitator, they also learned to love 
his own sweet song. 

Often he would sing by moonlight, a 
charming operatic performance. It would 
start low and slow, sweet and mellow. 
Soon it would speed up and increase in 
volume until the bird would be fluttering 
in the air. 

“Gathering his notes,” 
this song on the wing. 

Aside from his ability as a songster, 
Mocking-Bird was an interesting char- 
acter in other ways. For instance, he 
loves mischief, which, perhaps, is the rea- 
son he mocks other animals. More than 


Rhoda called 
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once he helped himself to Nig’s dish of 
scraps by mocking a cat and getting him 
started in search of it. When Nig was 
away from the dish, the bird could fly 
down and dine in peace. 

-The children found that the mocking- 
bird is quite as fond of human society as 
the robin or the house wren. There 
were several nests in the orchard, and 
shrubbery closer to the house. One was 
in a mock orange bush quite near the 
front poych. 

The children got some kodak pictures 
of these bird neighbors. Under one, a 
picture of Mocking-Bird on a post, sing- 
ing as hard as he could, Rhoda wrote 
this merry little verse: 


“Hark, what his fellow-warblers heard 
And uttered in the light, 

Their phonograph, the mocking-bird, 
Repeats to them at night.” 


DututH, MINN. 








=then quick relief ! 


With Absorbine, Jr. a mother is 
wisely prepared for emergencies. 
To cleanse tender skin so that in- 
fection may never have a chance—to 
quickly soothe pain that tears may as 
quickly disappear — to ame fre 
heal so that no blemish may be left— 
-that’s why Absorbine, Jr. occupies a 
never-empty place in so many thou- 
sands of medicine cabinets. 
A few drops of this clean, safe, and reliable 
antiseptic liniment, with its agr le . 
€s in most instances, 
all druggists’, $1.25 or postpaii 
A bral trial bottle, Aa i 


W.F. YOUNG, Inc. 
491 St. 
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Ovk Annuity Bonds pay 
semi-annually, with ab- 
solute regularity, an income 
of from 4% to9% according to 
age. They should appeal to 
the Christian investor of 
moderate means, first because 
the principalis absolutely safe 
and, second because they 
produce an income that cane 
not shrink. 


These bonds can be bought with- 
out paying a commission; no thief 
can rob you oftheir benefit; no fire 
can deprive you oftheir payments; 
no speculator can take them 
from you in exchange for worth- 
\ less stock. It saves you even 
the trouble of making a will, 


You will find complete 
details in our booklet 
No. 16, Sent free—Write! 


American Bible Society 
Bible House 
j Astor Place, New York 
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Lesson for May 18 
2 Kings 18 to 20; Isaiah, chaps 36 to 38 


Dr. James M. Gray on “God's 
Word to Women” 


D&® JAMES M. GRAY, Dean of the 
Moody Bible Institute of Chicago, 
has been incorrectly quoted in an adver- 
tising leaflet as having commended a book, 
“God’s Word to Women,” by Katharine 
C. Bushnell. This book was reviewed 
at length in The Sunday School Times 
of March 22, and its serious weaknesses 
and unscriptural positions were pointed 
out, while there is much in the book to be 
commended. In the Moody Monthly now 
appears the following statement: 


An advertising leaflet is in circulation 
quoting a favorable notice of what seems 
to have been an abridged edition of the 
book which appeared in the Moody Bible In- 
stitute Monthly for May, tro2r. The leaflet 
also contains a quotation from a respected 
and influential periodical on the Pacific coast 
attributing the favorable notice, in ,the 
Monthly to me personally, in these words: 

“Dr. James M. Gray says of the work: 
‘It is time a woman should interpret. what 
e Bible says about women. Dr. Bushnell’s 
rk is scholarly and erudite, but. devout 
loyal to the Bible.’ ” 
feel it my duty to the Christian public 
y that the connection of my name with 
fore-mentioned. book notice is érroneous. 
s not written by me, and I knew noth- 
f it until it appeared in the depart- 
f Book Notices in. the Monthly, when 
essed my disapproval of it. 
ushnell has now written me to say 
herself has discovered the error in 
f my name on her advertising leaf- 
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let, that she is sorry it occurred, and that if 
I wish it altered she will “make the cor- 
rection and reprint.” I have written her that 
I not only desire the correction to be made 
so far as my name is concerned, but also 
that the name of the Moody Bible Institute 
Monthly be omitted from the leaflet. 

The immediate occasion for this disclaimer 
is the information reaching me as to the in- 
eo ag of the book both here and in mission 
lands. 


James M. Gray. 


In publishing this correction by Dr. 
Gray, The Sunday School Times ex- 
presses its deep regret for the position 
taken by Dr. Bushnell concerning im- 
portant passages in the Bible on the sub- 
ject of women, and the more so in view 
of Dr. Bushnell’s illuminating and helpful 
Bible studies in other lines, and her 
staunch defense of the Book and the 
Faith. Indeed, readers of the Times will 
recall an editorial. announcement, made 
last December, of a series of articles by 
Dr. Bushnell which was to app.ar in these 
columns in 1924, showing the inviolabil- 
ity of the Bible text.. The series was ac- 
cepted by the Times; but the Editor re- 
grets that, in view of the facts in con- 
nection with Dr. Bushnell’s book, “God’s 
Word to Women,” it has now seemed best 
not to publish them. 


A Boys’ School that is Sound 
in the Faith 


SCHOOL that is loyal to true Chris- 

tianity and the whole Bible and at 
the same time is committed to sound and 
progressive educational methods, has to- 
day a distinct mission. Discussion in the 
press and on the street of vital articles 
of faith has sharpened the spiritual dis- 
cernment of many a parent. To-day more 
than ever before Christian fathers and 
mothers are concerned for, the spiritual 
influences under which their children are 
to develop. To meet the demand of such, 
a school has within the past two years 
grown up. Already it is assuming national 
significance. 

The Stony Brook School for Boys is 
pointing the way to a conception of edu- 
Cation that gives to Christian things their 
rightful place. Strongly evangelical in 
principle, for the ambiguities of Modern- 
ism can never touch youth with the force 
of clear-cut affirmation- of the Gospel, it 
appeals to all who believe their faith to 
be of high educational value. Having 
academic standing through membership in 
the University of the State of New York 
and the Association of Colleges and Pre- 
paratory Schools of the Middle States 
and Maryland, it demonstrates the error 
of the charge that the evangelical faith 
thrives on ignorance. Alumni of great 
universities such as Harvard, Princeton, 
and Columbia make up the faculty. These 
men are believers in the evangelical faith 
and have, through actual experience, the 
broad point of view necessary for the 
wise guidance of youth. 

To find a parallel to the success of 
Stony Brook School— to find a school 
that in its second year boasts a student 
body drawn from eleven States and two 
foreign countries, that in its first year 
constructed a new gymnasium, that has 


-already: set about the construction of a 


$100,000 administration building would be 
difficult. Material things! True, yet in 
this case concrete symbols of the confi- 
dence which Christian people are placing 
in this school for boys that dares to give 
the Bible a place of pre-eminence in its 
class-rooms and in its daily life. 

What to the Christian world is the 
significance of these facts? Simply this. 
First, here is a school that is doing a 
work of national importance in sending 
out annually young men of trained minds, 
healthy bodies, and above all> staunch 
Christian character. Such a school merits 
the by praise which men like Senator 
Fess of Ohio, Governor Nestos of South 
Dakota, William Jennings Bryan, and 
The Sunday School Times have given it. 
Second, such a school can for many a* 
father and mother help solve the school 
question. 

For the parents of boys at the critical 
age of life, Stony Brook has a vital 
message. It says, in effect, “Are you do- 
ing right to let your boy go to a school 
where God is ai ently forgotten? Are 
you doing right in allowing him to spend 








his hours amid social influences admit- 
tedly questionable? Are not even the in- 
fluences of the home in danger of being 
outweighed by worldly influences? Can 
you, therefore, conscientiously neglect to 
investigate a school able to educate your 
son thoroughly and liberally, a school def- 
initely Christian in atmosphere and giv- 
“}. first place to the Bible? 

he school year of 1924-1925 will see 
an increase of but forty students in the 


body of the Stony Brook School. Ap- 
plications ere already multiplying. In- 
quiries are always welcome. A note or 


card to the Principal (Stony Brook, 
N. Y.) will bring a catalogue and full 
information about the school. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By H. McAllister Griffiths 





May 25. Have Business and Commerce 
Helped or Hindered Missionary Work? 
Acts 19 : 23-28. 

June 1. In His Steps. VI. How Jesus Faced 
Duty. Matt. 3:15; John 9:4; Luke 22: 

42. (Consecration meeting.) 

June 8. Christian Courtesy. 1 Peter 3:8- 
13; Rom. 12: 10. 

June 15. Memories: a Blessing or a Curse. 
Prov. 10:7; Luke 15:17; 16:25. 





Sunday, May 18 
God’s Holy Day : What It Is for, and 





Why (Exod. 20 : 8-11; 
Mark 2 : 27, 28) 
Mon.—Sabbath for rest (Deut. 5 : 12-15). 

Tues.—For helpfulness (Luke 14: 1-6). 

Wed.—For meditation (Rev. 1 : 9-20). 

Thurs.—For churchgoing (Mark 6: 1-6). 

Fri—For praise (Psa. 92 : 1-15). 

Sat.—For preaching (Acts 13: 14-17, 42- 
44). 











For what do you value the Sabbath? 
What is meant by a “holy” day? 
How can we get most help from Sunday? 


Bens Sabbath of the Jews was in mem- 
ory of God’s rest upon the seventh 
day, after creation had been consum- 
mated. It was a day of rest, when the 
nation ceased its work, and simply re- 
laxed. It was not primarily a day of 
worship, for this was provided for in 
an elaborate scheme of other set days. 
But the keeping of the seventh day was 
part of the Mosaic Law, and was oblig- 
atory upon the basis of the law and will 
of God. ‘ 


With the death of Christ the law was 
perfectly fulfilled, so that the whole old 
system of sacrifices came to arn end. The 
dispensation of Law gave way to the 
dispensation of Grace. It was no longer 
necessary to keep the old order, for it 
had passed away. Men were to bring 
out good fruits not for justification in 
the sight of God, but as a thank- offer- 
ing for the redemption freely given in 
Christ. Christ replaced the legal sys- 
tem as the basis of redemption. The 
whole series of feast days was now un- 
necessary, as their types had been ful- 
filled in Christ. Therefore the Church, 
no doubt under the promised guidance of 
the Spirit of God, set aside the first day 
of the week to be a day not only of rest, 
but of worship as well, to be kept be- 
cause Christ rose on the first day. Had 
the Church kept the seventh day, Chris- 
tianity would have seemed to be only one 
of the numerous Jewish sects. As it 
was, making a clean break with the old 
legal system, men saw that it was some- 
thing different. The new order was cen- 
tered in the person of Christ and his 
victory over death. 


- Sunday, then, is a day for worship, 


not simply a rest-day as was the Jewish 
Sabbath. But it is easily seen that wor- 
ship involves rest. That is, a nation at 
work could not be at the same time a 
nation at worship. Therefore it is most 
necessary that there be a cessation of 
work on the first day of the week, and 
that an opportunity be given all for rest- 
ful worship. If the Christian Lord’s 
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Day should be destroyed, the fabric of the 
nation would eventually go, too. 

Have you been keeping the Lord’s day 
holy ? 

Are you grateful for God’s goodacss? Do 
you give him one day in the week in which 
to teach a willing and.inquiring mind? 

What sort of a Sunday example are you to 
the neighbors? 


Princeton, N. J. 
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it does 


Nothing else will do the work 
of Sani-Flush. It cleans toilet 
bowls snowy white. Removes 
every spot and stain. No scrub- 
bing. No hard work. 


Simply sprinkle Sani-Flush 
into the bowl, follow directions 
on the can, and flush. The 
porcelain shines. The hidden, 
unhealthful trap—impossible to 
reach by other means—is also 
cleaned, made sanitary. Sani- 
Flush destroys all foul odors. 


It will not harm plumbing 
connections. Always keep Sani- 


Flush handy in the bathroom. 
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Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Canada, Mexico, Cuba, and 
Shanghai, China. These rates include 


postage. 

$1 50 Five or more copies, either to 
. separate addresses or in a 

package to one address, $1.50 each, per 

year. 

$2 00 One copy, or any number of 
e copies less than five, $2 each, 

per copy. One copy, five years, $8. 


In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


The Sunday School Times will be sent to 
any of the countries embraced in the Uni- 
versal Postal Union at the above rates plus 
50 cents each for foreign postage. That is: 
one copy, one year, $2.50; five or more copies, 
either to separate addresses or in a package 
to one address, $2 each per year. 


The Sunday Schoo! Times Ca. Publishers, 
0031 Walnut Street, Philadeiphia, Pa. 
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THE ANNUITY BOND PLAN 


of the Board of National Mis- 
sions of the Presbyterian 
Church in the U. S. A. 


1—The Board will accept an annuity gift of any 
amount at any time, and will pay you, so long as 
you live, an income, the annual amount depending 
upon your age. 

2—If you wish, an annuity will be paid to a relative 
or friend, the amount depending upon the age of 
the beneficiary. 

3—The principal of your gift 1s safeguarded by the as- 
sets of the Board, and the honor of the Presby- 
terian Church U. S. A. 

4—The annuity begins the day your gift is received, 
and is paid semi-annually or quarterly, as preferred. 





6—Your gift is a t investment, you never suf- 
fer any loss of interest or any costs in making re- 
investments. 


For additional information address 


Rev. JOHN A. RODGERS, D.D., Director 


Annuity Department 


156 Fifth Avenue, NEW YORK CITY 


G: 























Cuticura 


Ne, Soap and 
WR Ointment 
“")s) _Clean and Healthy 

oy ote Hair Growth 











RAGON’S EN 
JOsEPHINE nase Waadebier 


A THRILLING STORY 


of pioneer mission work in one of the 
andit-ridden sections of China 


Rad, a care-free young doctor, 
goes out on a ‘‘ dare’’ as a substitute 
for a medical missionary who has been 
invalided home, but who has a burn- 





ing zeal for the field he has had to leave | 
behind. Rad has no conception of, 
real mission work—does not really , 
know Christ himself—and being hon- | 
est, is soon ‘‘up against’’ it. He) 
sees the impossibility of his position, | 
but finds the Saviour, and his work | 
takes on an entirely new aspect. 


‘The hospital far away in the hills | 
at the end of the river Dragon, the | 
capture by the bandits, the coming 
of ‘‘ the girl Ke left behind him,’’ are 
among the incidents that make up 
this most fascinating story. $1.25 


PEARL’S SECRET 


By Mrs. Howarp TayLor 


‘THE true story of a very real and 

lovable little girl in far-away China, 
whom other little girls ought to know. 
They will be interested in the strange 
places and customs that Pearl knew 
in her Chinese home, and they will 
enjoy her games and her happy ways. 
They will see, too, that even a very 
short life may be a great blessing to 
others. And what Pearl’s secret was 
they can learn when they read the 


Ittle book about her. 75 cents, postpaid. 
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| Children at Home 





A May Party 
By Mrs. Mae Norton Morris 


F YOU like parties don’t forget 
The trees give one in May, 
And each tree wears a new green gown 
And carries a bouquet. 


Miss Peach tree’s blooms are always pink, 
While Cherry chooses white, 

Miss Apple wears both colors well, 
And makes a charming sight. 


The perfumes that these ladies use 
Are very choice and rare, 

And generously they scatter whiffs 
Of sweetness everywhere. 


They stand on velvet carpets, made 
Of clover-leaf and grass — 

And dance and courtesy gaily 
When little breezes pass. 


The music at this party 
Is the sweetest in the land, 
For famous songsters journey far 
To join the merry: band. 


The whole wide world’s invited 
The lovely sight to seé, 
So tell your friends about it, 
And say — “Admission’s free.” 


Uncle Bob’s Bird Chats: 
The Mocking-Bird 


By Harriette Wilbur 


¢T ISTEN, kiddies!” 

Uncle Bob dropped his paper and 
leaned forward, one ear turned expect- 
antly. And when a bird-song came trill- 
ing up from the orchard way, he nodded 
with great satisfaction. 

“Spring has come, as surely as though 
the dandelions and buttercups were al- 
ready in blossom. Come down into the 
orchard and meet her herald just up from 
the Gulf States.” 

Out into the April 


warm, sunny 


weather went Uncle Bob and the twins, | 


the man quite frankly happy to welcome 
back a much admired old friend, the chil- 
dren full of wonder as to what sort of 
person the new-comer would prove to be. 

“No, I won’t tell you his name, yet. 
Perhaps you can guess it yourselves. 
Which will be much more entertaining, of 
course.” 

The stranger seemed to be certain of 
a welcome, judging from the tunes that 
rippled up from the orchard. Evidently 
he considered himself the most import- 
ant person about the place. 

“Seems to me I’ve heard some of those 
notes before,” reflected Jack. 

“I think you have, too,” laughed his 
uncle mischievously. “No doubt they do 
have a familiar sound.” 

“Only, it is such a mix-up, like one 
of those songs where you sing a line 
of one and then a line of another, — 
a medley, I mean,” added Rhoda. 
we keep listening,” directed Uncle 

ob. 

All at once came a bright “Cheer-up! 
Cheerily, cheerily, cheer-up!” in Robin 
Redbreast’s unmistakable crumply voice. 

“Why, you don’t mean it’s a robin 
making all that music?” cried Rhoda. 

Uncle Bob shook his head, smiling. 
Then he laughed, for after a short pause 
a whippoorwill seemed to wake up and 
call sadly, though it was a bright after- 
noon and time for all real whippoorwills 
to be buried in slumber in the shade of 
some dark wood. 

“Why, a whippoorwill’s come already, 
along with Robin,” cried Jack. : 

“Guess again, Jack, for the same bird 
made both those calls.” 

“Humph! Must be some bird that can 
mock other bir —!” 

“Oh, oh, is it a Mocking-Bird, Uncle 
Bob? A really truly one?” 

“Right the first time, Rhoda. It is the 
mocker arrived for the summer.” 

“And already mocking the other birds!” 

“Yes, he must be an old bird, and 
learned to mock other birds last summer, 





or maybe the year before. He’s got them 
all, and has been giving them to us, the 
cardinal’s mellow whistle, the wood 
thrush’s liquid melody, the bluebird’s ten- 
der tune, the robin’s warwhoop, and the 
whippoorwill’s lonely cry, one after an- 
other, and all jumbled up with his own 
tune.” 

“My, this is a treat! I never expected 
to see a ing-bird, when we came 
here, did you, Rhoda?” 

“We haven’t seen one, either, yet,” re- 
plied Rhoda mischievously. 

“Well, you'll see, and hear, plenty of 
— from now on,” her uncle informed 

er. 

They saw a Mocking-Bird that-very 
minute. For the stranger was not a 
bit shy, and flew out from a blossomed 
apple-tree, down on the orchard fence, 
where he was in plain sight. 

Nothing fancy about his costume, but, 
as Uncle Bob said, “He’s dressed most 
appropriately for traveling, for working, 
and for concert appearances as well.” 

“Oh, I expected to see a bird-all in 
bright red, from the way he sounded,” 
exclaimed Rhoda when she spied the 
songster. 

“But Mocking-Bird knows that a 
singer always makes the best impression 
on the ear when there is no attempt to 
dazzle the eye with rich or gaudy 
clothes.” 

Mocking-Bird’s. ashy-gray coat was 
neat and trim, and fitted to perfection, as 
they saw when he half-turned on the 
fence as if to favor an audience behind 
him. The tail and wings were edged 
with white, to match his silvery vest. 

“Notice how fond he is of clean white 
edgings,” pointed out Uncle Bob, as the 
bird turned to the other side. “He is 
always posing to show them off, either 
on a perch like this, or by making short 
flights from one post or branch to an- 
other.” 

If the bird saw them standing there, 
three in a row, he didn’t let it trouble 
him. He went right on with his concert 
as if an audience were an every-day oc- 
currence in his life, as it generally is. He 
was not stingy with his music, eithér, but 
poured it out in full measure, his own 
strains as well as those borrowed from 
other birds. : 

Most of the time, indeed, the music 
seemed his own. Was his own, Uncle 
Bob declared. 

“Mocking-Bird doesn’t need to copy the 
songs of other birds. For he has a very 
rich, mellow, brilliant song of his own. 
Listen to him work it over and over 
in his throat, as a candy-maker pulls 
candy to make it white and shining.” 

But soon Uncle Bob held up his hand. 
“There, that is the hermit thrush’s song, 
—not quite as sweet as the thrush sings 
it, but note for note, the best Mocking- 
Bird can produce it.” 

“And what’s that song?” queried Rhoda, 
o bird fluted away on a clear, liquid 
tri 

“His own, again. But there, that’s a 
vireo’s sharp, busy, nagging strain. And 
that’s the scarlet tanager’s song.” 

“Oh, dear. It'll take all summer. to 
learn which is which, and whose is 
whose,” mourned Rhoda. 

“Well, that’s all right,” Jack cheered 
her, “’cause we'll have all summer to 
learn them.” 

Suddenly the bird stopped in the mid- 
dle of a wild flourish to whistle a loud, 
unmistakable “Bob White! Ah Bob 
White!” just as though he were greeting 
this bird friend over the way. And while 
the three were laughing at that bit of 
mackery, the singer screeched like a blue- 


jay. 

For months thereafter Mocking-Bird 
treated the. children to concerts, and 
though they never failed to applaud him 
as an imitator, they also learned to love 
his own sweet song. 

Often he would sing by moonlight, a 
charming operatic performance. It would 
start low and slow, sweet and mellow. 
Soon it would speed up and increase in 
volume until the bird would be fluttering 
in the air. 

“Gathering his notes,” Rhoda called 
this song on the wing. 

Aside from his ability as a songster, 
Mocking-Bird was an interesting char- 
acter in other ways. For instance, he 
loves mischief, which, perhaps, is the rea- 
son he mocks other animals. More than 
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once he helped himself to Nig’s dish of 
scraps by mocking a cat and getting him 
started in search of it. When Nig was 
away from the dish, the bird could fly 
down and dine in peace. 

- The children found that the mocking- 
bird is quite as fond of human society as 
the robin or the house wren. There 
were several nests in the orchard, and 
shrubbery closer to the house. One was 
in a mock orange bush quite near the 
front povch, 

The children got some kodak pictures 
of these bird neighbors. Under one, a 
picture of Mocking-Bird on a post, sing- 
ing as hard as he could, Rhoda wrote 
this merry little verse: , 


“Hark, what his fellow-warblers heard 
And uttered in the light, 

Their phonograph, the mocking-bird, 
Repeats to them at night.” 
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Lesson for May 18 
2 Kings 18 to 20; Isaiah, chaps 36 to 38 


Dr. James M. Gray on “God's 
Word to Women” 


D® JAMES M. GRAY, Dean of the 
Moody Bible Institute of Chicago, 
has been incorrectly quoted in an adver- 
tising leaflet as having commended a book, 
“God’s Word to Women,” by Katharine 
‘C. Bushnell. This book was reviewed 
at length in The Sunday School Times 
of March 22, and its serious weaknesses 
and unscriptural positions were pointed 
out, while there is much in the book to be 
commended. In the Moody Monthly now 
appears the following statement: 


An advertising leaflet is in circulation 
quoting a favorable notice of what seems 
to have. been an abridged edition of the 
book which appeared in the Moody Bible In- 
stitute Monthly for May, 1921. The leaflet 
also contains a quotation from a respected 
and influential periodical on the Pacific coast 
attributing the favorable notice, in ,the 
Monthly to me personally, in these words: 


“Dr. James M. Gray says of the work: 
‘It is time a woman should interpret. what 
the Bible says about women. Dr. Bushnell’s 
work is scholarly and erudite, but. devout 
and loyal to the Bible.’” 


I feel it my duty. to the Christian public 
to say that the connection of my name with 
the afore-mentioned. book notice is érroneous. 
It was not written by me, and I knew noth- 
ing of it -until it appeared in the depart- 
ment of Book Notices in. the Monthly, when 
I expressed my disapproval of it. _ 

Dr. Bushnell has now written me to say 
that she herself has discovered the error in 
the use of my name on_her advertising leaf- 
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let, that she is sorry it occurred, and that if 
I wish it altered she will “make the cor- 
rection and reprint.’”’ I have written her that 
I not only desire the correction to be made 
so far as my name is concerned, but also 
that the name of the Moody Bible Institute 
Monthly be omitted from the leaflet. 

The immediate occasion for this disclaimer 
is the information reaching me as to the in- 
+ eg of the book both here and in mission 
lands. 


James M. Gray. 


In publishing this correction by Dr. 
Gray, The Sunday School Times ex- 
presses its deep regret for the position 
taken by Dr. Bushnell concerning im- 
portant passages in the Bible on the sub- 
ject of women, and the more so in view 
of Dr. Bushnell’s illuminating and helpful 
Bible studies in other lines, and her 
staunch defense of the Book and the 
Faith. Indeed, readers of the Times will 
recall an editorial. announcement, made 
last December, of a series of articles by 
Dr. Bushnell which was to app.ar in these 
columns in 1924, showing the inviolabil- 
ity ef the Bible text.. The series was ac- 
cepted by the Times; but the Editor re- 
grets that, in view of the facts in con- 
nection with Dr. Bushnell’s book, “God's 
Word to Women,” it has now seemed best 
not to publish them. 


A Boys’ School that is Sound 
in the Faith 
A SCHOOL that is loyal to true Chris- 
tianity and the whole Bible and at 
the same time is committed to sound and 
progressive educational methods, has to- 
day a distinct mission. Discussion in the 
press and on the street of vital articles 
of faith has sharpened the spiritual dis- 
cernment of many a parent. To-day more 
than ever before Christian fathers and 
mothers are concerned for, the spiritual 
influences under which their children are 
to develop. To meet the demand of such, 
a school has within the past two years 
grown up. Already it is assuming national 
significance. 

The Stony Brook School for Boys is 
pointing the way to a conception of edu- 
cation that gives to Christian things their 
rightful place. Strongly evangelical in 
principle, for the ambiguities of Modern- 
ism can never touch youth with the force 
of clear-cut affirmation: of the Gospel, it 
appeals to all who believe their faith to 
be of high educational value. Having 
academic standing through membership in 
the University of the State of New York 
and the Association of Colleges and Pre- 
paratory Schools of the Middle States 
and Maryland, it demonstrates the error 
of the charge that the evangelical faith 
thrives on ignorance. Alumni of great 
universities such as Harvard, Princeton, 
and Columbia make up the faculty. These 
men are believers in the evangelical faith 
and have, through actual experience, the 
broad point of view necessary for the 
wise guidance of youth. 

To find a parallel to the success of 
Stony Brook School— to find a school 
that in its second year boasts a student 
body drawn from eleven States and two 
foreign countries, that in its first year 
constructed a new gymnasium, that has 


‘already: set about the construction of a 


$100,000 administration building would be 
difficult. Material things! True, yet in 
this case concrete symbols of the confi- 
dence which Christian people are placing 
in this school for boys that dares to give 
the Bible a place of pre-eminence in its 
class-rooms and in its daily life. 

What to the Christian world is the 
significance of these facts? Simply this. 
First, here is a school that is doing a 
work of national importance in sending 
out annually young men of trained minds, 
healthy bodies, and above all> staunch 
Christian character. Such a school merits 
the high praise which men like Senator 
Fess of Ohio, Governor Nestos of South 
Dakota, William Jennings Bryan, and 
The Sunday School Times have given it. 
Second, such a school can for many a* 
father and mother help solve the school 
question. 

For the parents of boys at the critical 
age of life, Stony Brook has a vital 
message. It says, in effect, “Are you do- 
ing right to let your boy go to a school 
where God is a ently forgotten? Are 
you doing right in allowing him to spend 





his hours amid social influences admit- 
tedly questionable? Are not even the in- 
fluences of the home in danger of being 
outweighed by worldly influences? Can 
you, therefore, conscientiously neglect to 
investigate a school able to educate your 
son thoroughly and liberally, a school def- 
initely Christian in atmosphere and giv- 
ing first place to the Bible? 

The school year of 1024-1925 will see 
an increase of but forty students in the 
body of the Stony Brook School. Ap- 
plications are already multiplying. In- 
quiries are always welcome. A note or 
card to the Principal (Stony Brook, 
N. Y.) will bring a catalogue and full 
information about the school. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By H. McAllister Griffiths 





May 25. Have Business and Commerce 
Helped or Hindered Missionary Work? 
Acts 19 : 23-28. 

June 1. In His Steps. VI. How Jesus Faced 
Duty. Matt. 3:15; John 9:4; Luke 22: 
42. (Consecration meeting.) 

June 8. Christian Courtesy. 1 Peter 3: 8- 
13; Rom. 12: 10. 

June 1s. Memories: a Blessing or a Curse. 
Prov. 10:7; Luke 15:17; 16: 25. 





Sunday, May 18 


God’s Holy Day : What It Is for, and 
Why (Exod. 20 : 8-11; 
Mark 2 : 27, 28) 





Mon.—Sabbath for rest (Deut. 5 : 12-15). 

Tues.—For helpfulness (Luke 14: 1-6). 

Wed.—For meditation (Rev. 1 : 9-20). 

Thurs.—For churchgoing (Mark 6: 1-6). 

Fri—For praise (Psa. 92: 1-15). 

Sat.—For preaching (Acts 13: 14-17, 42- 
44). 











For what do you value the Sabbath? 
What is meant by a “holy” day? 
How can we get most help from Sunday? 


— Sabbath of the Jews was in mem- 
ory of God’s rest upon the seventh 
day, after creation had been consum- 
mated. It was a day of rest, when the 
nation ceased its work, and simply re- 
laxed. It was not primarily a day of 
worship, for this was provided for in 
an elaborate scheme of other set days. 
But the keeping of the seventh day was 
part of the Mosaic Law, and was oblig- 
atory upon the basis of the law and will 
of God. 
ye 


With the death of Christ the law was 
perfectly fulfilled, so that the whole old 
system of sacrifices came to an end. The 
dispensation of Law gave way to the 
dispensation of Grace. It was no longer 
necessary to keep the old order, for it 
had passed away. Men were to bring 
out good fruits not for justification in 
the sight of God, but as a thank-offer- 
ing for the redemption freely given in 
Christ. Christ replaced the legal sys- 
tem as the basis of redemption. The 
whole series of feast days was now un- 
necessary, as their’ types had been ful- 
filled in Christ. Therefore the Church, 
no doubt under the promised guidance of 
the Spirit of God, set aside the first day 
of the week to be a day not only of rest, 
but of worship as well, to be kept be- 
cause Christ rose on the first day. Had 
the Church kept the seventh day, Chris- 
tianity would have seemed to be only one 
of the numerous Jewish sects. As it 
was, making a clean break with the old 
legal system, men saw that it was some- 
thing different. The new order was cen- 
tered in the person of Christ and his 
victory over death. 

V4 


- Sunday, then, is a day for worship, 
not simply a rest-day as was the Jewish 
Sabbath. But it is easily seen that wor- 
ship involves rest. That is, a nation at 
work could not be at the same time a 
nation at worship. Therefore it is most 
necessary that there be a cessation of 
work on the first day of the week, and 
that an opportunity be given all for rest- 
ful worship. If the Christian Lord’s 
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Day should be destroyed, the fabric of the 
nation would eventually go, too. 

Have you been keeping the Lord’s day 
holy ? 


Are you grateful for God’s goodacss? Do 
you give him one day in the week in which 
to teach a willing and. inquiring mind? 

What sort of a Sunday example are you to 
the neighbors? 


Princeton, N. J. 





Nothing else will do the work 
of Sani-Flush. It cleans toilet 
bowls snowy white. Removes 
every spot and stain. No scrub- 
bing. No hard work. 


Simply sprinkle Sani-Flush 
into the bowl, follow directions 
on the can, and flush. The 
porcelain shines. The hidden, 
unhealthful trap—impossible to 
reach by other means—is also 
cleaned, made sanitary. Sani- 
Flush destroys all foul odors. 

It will not harm plumbing 
connections. Always keep Sani- 
Flush handy in the bathroom. 

If not at your grocery, drug or 
hardware store, send 25c for a 
full-size can. 

THE HYGIENIC PRODUCTS CO. 
Canton, Ohio ’ 
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Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Canada, Mexico, Cuba, and 
Shanghai, China. These rates include 


postage. 

1 50 Five or more copies, either to 
$ ® separate addresses or in a 
package to one address, $1.50 each, per 


year. 
$2 00 One copy, or any number of 
° copies less than five, $2 each, 


per copy. One copy, five years, $8. 


_In recognition of the club organizer's 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


The Sunday School Times will be sent to 
any of the countries embraced in the Uni- 
versal Postal Union at the above rates plus 
s0 cents each for foreign postage. That is: 
one copy, one year, $2.50; five or more copies, 
either to separate addresses or in a package 
to one address, $2 each per year. 


The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
0032 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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La earepeal 
Children’s Day Music 


Bes IS is a cordial invitation for you to ask 

for a copy of our new “‘ Children’s Day 
Budget,''a publication of inestimable value 
to the discriminating Church and Sunday 
School Worker. 


At the same time— 
Request a copy of our splendid new Church 
and Sunday School Supply Catalog with- 
out which no Minister or Officer should at- 
tempt to do the King’s Business. // is free. 





THE HEIDELBERG PRESS» 


Publishers for Discriminators 
16th, Race, Spring and Hicks Streets, Philadelphia 











YOU CAN EASILY SOLVE 
YOUR CHILDREN’S DAY PROGRAM PROBLEM 


by selecting either of these Children’s Day books. 

Hess is a wealth of material including Recitations 

Exercises, Dialogues, Playlets, Motion Songs and 

Choruses. All written and presented in simple 

style—each containing more than enough material 

for your program. Read each description 
carefully. 


THE PARAMOUNT CHILDREN’S DAY BOOK 


A collection of Recitations, Exercises, Dialogues, 
Playlets, Motion Songs, and C ef- 


shoruses wit 
fects that are sure to surprise and delight. There 
is also includeda 





P Children’s program 
with a beautiful pageant and flower drill. The 
Paramount Children’s Day Book leaves nothin 
to be desired. You will Ye wonderfully please 
with it. Every number is new—never in print be- 








fore. 

CHILDREN’S DAY 
A superb collection of more than 100 Recitations 
and Dialogues, and 33 song gems, the sweetest 


and prettiest nature songs ever written. All easy to 
memorize with material enough for several years. 
The price of each of the above books is 25c. 


Write to your supply house or send direct to 


MEYER & BROTHER 
56 W. Washington Street, Chicago, Ill. 

















al LDREN'S DAY 


mUStC FREE 


Samples of Services. only (6) are free to Pastor, 
Supt., or Committee 

* HELPER No. 10. Price 20c postpaid. Recitations, 
Songs, Exercises, Drills, Tableau, Primary material, 
and a Complete Pageant. Send 20c foracopy. . 

THE AWAKENING. An Easy Cantata for Young 
Peopie. Complete with music, 25c. 

*PANTOMIME FOR ‘IN THE GARDEN.’’ A 
beautiful “ Silent Drama’”’ of this most popular Gos- 
pel Song. Hundreds have presented it. 25¢. 

PAUL. A Song Story, gsc. Thrilling narrative with 
music, complete. 

MAGNIPICAT. Sunday School Hymnal. Our “ Mr. 

* Superintendent Ad” sold thousands. Best book yet. 
Ends your “‘ musical treubles’’ completely. $30.00, 
$35.00, $40. 00, $45.00 the hundred. 
* No returnable samples on these. : 
Packet Offer : Send 33¢ and we will mail postpaid, 

music worth ox cents. 


HALL-MACK CO. 21st & Arch Sts., 
ADAM GEIBEL MUSIC CO. j Philadelphia, Pa. 


Children’s Day Music 
two bnutel mee Chilieen's og pS 


peeves, th ring- 
i is for the entire school. id da 
6. per 100, fae a Ly 














roll of samples of five of our 


i the above. 
VY MOTION meas. ,Fowipala Se. 
DIALOGS AND 
and « 





“MY MOTHER, Day. Sample sent for 8. 
catalog descritin An- 
them ks for the Choir, 


Duets, Trios and Qts. for both 
male and female voices, Choir 
Cantatas, etc. 


PLAYS without masic, Dra- 


' mas, Monologs, Read- 
ings, Entertainmentse Musical 


eadings, etc. FREE 


Catalog mailed 
GEO. F. ROSCHE & CO., 337 W. Madieon St., Chicago, lll. 


MOTHER’S DAY 


PROGRAMS—EXERCISES—SONGS 
To Honor Mother (new) 
Contains 3 beautiful songs, Scripture reading, poetical 
exercise, etc., Sc each. Send 10¢ (stamps) for 3 
regular 5c editions, no two alike. 
HALL-MACK CO., } 21st and Arch Streets, 
ADAM GEIBEL CO. Philadelphia, Pa. 





For Family Worship 


By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 











Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday Schgol Lesson Committee. 


The Great Commission Prayer League, 808 North 
La Salle Street, Chicago, is a faith movement, de- 
pendent for its support wholly upon the Lord 
| through “them that are His.” Its leaflets are 
| published free in the Lord for prayerful distribu- 
| tion. Its office staff gladly respond to personal 
| calls for intercession as such calls are sent to them 
by mail and otherwise. Readers are asked to pray 
for God's Fees and _ blessing of the League.— 
Editor of The Sunday School Times. 





Marking the Calendar 


6“ HEN I saw the suggestion that the 

second Wednesday evening of each 
month be observed by God’s people every- 
where as an evening of ‘simultaneous in- 
tercession,’ I immediately went to my cal- 
endar and marked that date in each month 
through the rest of the year.” 

Thus wrote a pastor more than a year 
ago. The number of those thus uniting 
in prayer for one another and for the 
Church at large is steadily increasing. 
Why not every home and every church in 
our Sunday School Times family remem- 





ber Wednesday this week — every home | 
in the morning, every church (and home, 
too) in the evening? What a volume of 
united petition would ascend heavenward! 
Don’t dismiss the subject lightly. Pray 
about it! 


_ 


May 12 to 18 
Mon.—Isaiah 36: 1-10. Assyria Defies Israel. 


This week’s readings, except Sunday’s, | 
are contained in two chapters. - Besides | 
reading each section daily, as usual, let | 
those who can read both chapters at a/| 
sitting, and thereby get a “bird’s-eye” | 
view of this wonderful story. No mighty | 
monarch of earth can ever match the 
Monarch of earth and heaven. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for a “big 
family of orphans’ in Tennessee. “The 
Lord and I, for forty years, have been| 
caring for needy little ones. We've fed, | 
clothed, sheltered, and educated one thous- | 
and six hundred and twenty without a, 
cent of wages, and have never had to ask | 
any one to take up a collection. ... God 
has never failed me.” 


Tues.—Isaiah 36 : 13-20. ‘ 
Assyria Defies Israel’s God. 


Verses 14 and 15 are what the Devil 
says to every child of God when he in- 
jects doubt into the heart. “Why trust 
a far-off God? He'll not deliver.” Woe 
to him who believes Satan’s “prattle” 
rather than God’s promises. Do you see 
any similarity between verse 16 and Mat- 
thew 4:9? 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
Sudan Interior Mission (858 College 
Street, Toronto, Ont.). “Through our 
Niger Press we have printed portions of 
the Scripture in nineteen different lan- 
guages. The Niger Press is meeting 
this need for all the evangelical mis- 
sions of West Africa.” 


Wed.—Isaiah 37:1-7. Isaiah’s Courage. 


“IT will send a blast” (v. 7). Some 
years ago a missionary pageant was or- 
ganized, and toured city after city. Its 
worldly splendor dazzled. It seemed pros- 
perous. But suddenly, notwithstanding 
important engagements ahead, it collapsed. 
The reason? When it reached a certain 
city a group of burdened men prayed that 
if it was not of God, he would bring it 
to nought. It never gave another ex- 
hibition. 

PRAYER SuccesTIons: Re-read the In- 
troduction. Why not mark your calen- 
dar (that large one hanging on the wall), 
and begin this morning or this evening 
to unite with many others for the re- 
vival of all believers and for world-wide 
evangelization? Pray also “one for an- 
other,” and for our entire Sunday School 
Times family. 
Thurs.—Isaiah 37 : 14-20, 

Hezekiah’s Prayer for Deliverance. 

Did you ever receive a letter that trou- 

bled you? Which of three things did you 








do? Try to:béar the burden of it alone? 
Or spread it before men? Or go entirely 
apart and spread it in utter reliance and 
trust, as Hezekiah did, before the Lord? 
God never fails when the conditions are 
fully met. 


PraYER SucGcestions: Pray for all 
lines of home missionary work; in immi- 
grant stations,*shops and factories, open 
air and rescue ‘missions, rural districts, In- 
dian reservations, mountain and mining 
districts, lumber camps, among the Ne- 
groes, the Mormons, the mountain whites, 
and wm all other needy places. 


Fri—Isaiah 37: 21-28. Arrogance Rebuked. 


“He that toucheth you toucheth the 
apple of his eye” (Zech. 2:8). Do you 
remember what a rebuke “Praying Hyde” 
got from the Lord when, in prayer, he 
started to criticize a brother minister? 
We cannot even judge others without 
grieving the Spirit of God. Believing 
prayer quenches the devil’s most fiery 
weapons (Eph. 6:16; Isa. 54:17). 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for your 
neighbors, your friends and relatives, 
your employees, the strangers who have 
moved into your community, the sick and 
bereaved whom you know, the afflicted in 
mina or body. Pray earnestly for the 
unsaved on your daily prayer list. 


t.—Isaiah 37 : 30-38. Victory over Assyria. 
“Prayer is the power on earth that 


commands the Power in heaven.” The 
true pray r of the righteous is “the 
greatest. force on earth.” If God’s peo- 


ple could but comprehend one-millionth 
part of the power which God through 
Christ has placed at their dis,osal, for 
their protection and provision, how it 
would change things! 

PRAYER SucGcestTions: Pray for all 
evangelists. One of these wrote recently 
as follows: “One of the converts ‘fast- 
ened himself’ to his next door neighbor 
and took him tothe spe ial meetings three 
miles away, and the neighbor gave his 
heart to the ‘ord.’ Praise God for 
MANY REPORTS of fruitful efforts. 


Sun.—Psalm 46. “Our refuge and strength.” 


“Be still, and know.” The clamor 
within is louder than the clamor with- 
out; the clamor of anxieties, of fears, of 
forebodings, of the accusings of the evil 
one, of self-accusations, of jangling 
fleshly voices. Even our own “silent 
prayers” are too often nothing but the 
noisy clamorings of the flesh. “Be still,” 
and thou shalt “know that I am God.” 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS :.Js there a weekly 
prayer band in your community, @ REAL 
prayer band? Why let another week pass 
without it? Only a small riwmber (Matt. 
18:19, 20) are necessary; but if the “two 
or three” are in earnest, the number will 
increase (Acts 6:7). Would that THIS 
WEEK might mark the beginning cf MANY 
revivals in our Sunday School Times par- 
ish. Pray! 





The Bolivian Indian Mission 


maintains 30 to i jes c ly active 
in the evangelization of-the native Bolivian In- 
dian. With headquarters at San Pedro under the 
directorship of George Allan, who has devoted his 
life to this work, a new venture is being made to 
netrate the Beni River district where civilization 
as not entered. Five International Councils feed 
this work financially and issue Mterature demon- 
strating the worth-while-ness of “having part in 
suppert. If you will write 


GRANT YERBURY, Sec. and Treas. of N. Y. Council, 
17 Walker St., N. Y., you will receive their appeal. 
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You may continue work for the Master, 
after He has called you hence by buying 


ASSURED 
INCOME 
BONDS 


ISSUED BY 


AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION 


PHILADELPHIA 
_. Incorporated under the laws of the State of 
Pennsylvania. 


They will pay you an Income during 


your life 


equal to, or more than, the best of gilt-edge 
securities. And will continue afterwards 


The Spread of God’s Kingdom 


through the organization of Sunday-Schools 
in communities throughout this country in 
which there are now no religious services, 
and through the publication of evangelical 
helps for these schools. 


Last year we organized 1,006 new schools. 
Twenty-nine churches of various denomi- 
nations grew out of Union schools in the 
past year and sixteen houses of worship 
were erected. 


For information as to terms, and 
income derived from these bonds, write 


Joun E. STEVENsON, Treasurer. 


American Sunday-School Union 


1816 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 











FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHING 














THE ILLUSTRATOR #225 | ONLY 

is a monthly lesson magazine that $] .00 

makes sonckies aes. be 5 = help = 

necessary for teaching each lesson az 

the cost of a postage stamp! for 52 Lessons] 
Don’t miss it! Marion Lawrance says: ‘‘ There is 


no other I like as well.”” Sample copy free. 
THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Avenue,’ New York. 


How Every Christian 
May Become a Soul-Winner 


is told in the new booklet, - 


Anecdotes About Soul-Winning 
Gleaned from Leading Books and Religious Papers 
By J. GILCHRIST LAWSON 


It contains many thrilling anecdotes about 
gate fore oa It describes the methods used 
by many in leading souls to Christ, and shows 
how the humblest Christian may bring many 
souls into the kingdom of God. It relates 
how a tract given away led to the conversion 
of a number of famous men who wrote fa- 
mous books which led multitudes to Christ. 
It tells how even well-nigh helpless cripples 
and uneducated people in heathen lands 
became successful in the greatest Sf all 
businesses, or the business of soul-winning. 

Every pastor should give this booklet te 
every member of his church. Every evan- 
elist should scatter the booklet everywhere 
e@ goes. Every layman should give away or 
sell as many as he can. 


“He that winneth souls is wise.”— Proverbs 
11:30. 











15 cents each ; $1.50 a dozen; 
$10 a 100, postpaid 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO. 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 





YOUTH 


PAGEANT 


is 


ORES CELVEREO 
OC reek ES BCS AN 
A555 Wan OCONEE Wr Gan 


me ka 














CHILDREN’S 
. DAY 


he apm O]| LES RIGHT HERE 
between the PAGEANT on your left and 
the SONGALOGUE to the right. 


Decide which one and the problem is solved. 


RETURNABLE examination copies with 
two new SERVICES mailed on request. 


TULLAR-MEREDITH CO. 
153 Waverly Place, New York, N. Y. 











When answering advertisements, pi-ase mention-The Sunday School Times 


* 


f 





ear ae 


ie 





